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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


T'n& present is a period of an extraordinary chéracter. After five 
and twenty years of turmoil and revolution, of war and havoe, and of 
crime and misery, a new and brighter era seems dawning upon the 
world. After the eruption of a volcano, which shook to their centre 
the foundations of society, which threatened the removal of the land- 
marks of former ages, and the extinction of all; that is venerable in 
custom, precious in Civilization, ennobling | in literati’: lovely in vir- 
tue and sacred in religion; and after the rise of a ruthless despotism, 
unparalleled, in many of its terrific features, ini the annals of oppression, 
a despotism, which menaced. the entire prostration of every civil right, 
the utter subversion of free inquiry, and the subjection of the human 
mind to a state of thraldont, the most debasing and afflictive and dis- 
astrous, we, at length, witness the return of public opinion to its previ- 
- ous channels, the re-establishment of the fallen governments of Eu- 
rope upon their ancient basis, and the restoration of the various immu- 
nities,which mankind might claim, with enlarged views of their extent 
and a deeper sense of their sanctity and value. 

_ The convulsions, which have agitated the old . world, and the stu- 
pendous changes, which have been there effected,. marked, as 
they have been, with the most monstrous atrocities, and preg- 
nant, as they have been, with public calamity and private distress, 
have operated to produce the most important amendments in the opin-: 
ions and feelings of mankind... ‘They have broken down many of the 
barriers, which opposed the diffusion of the pure truths of the gospel, 
and the extended influence of genuine christianity. They have rous- 
ed the friends of piety, from the most culpable remissness, to exertions, 
which are unequaijed since the early ages of the church, and which, 

under the blessing of God; cannot fail to issue in. imparting to. the 
world a brighter aspect, in curtailing the .dominions and weakening 
the empire of idolatry and sin, in augmenting the limits and. strength- 
ening the ascendency of the christian faith, and thus diminishing hu- 
man guilt and human woe, and increasing the holiness and the happi- 
ness of our race. Superstition and bigotry have had their day in Eu- 
rope; anda dark day it was to all, that ennobies and blesses us here, 
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and trains for bliss hereafter. But, we indulge a fond belief, that the 
rod of their sirength is broken. We trust in God, that their baleful 
domination will not again afflict mankind. Infidelity has enjoyed its 
hour of triumph; and it was an hour of agony and dismay. But its as- 
cendency has vanished. It has, however, read mankind a lesson, the 
most solemn and affecting, on the value of religion; and it has impel- 
led eliristians to regard the Word of God with an attachment the most 
profound, and to labor with a zeal and an energy, the most laudable 
and auspicious, to promulgate its truths and to extend its influence.— 
It has prompted them, to no slight degree, to lay aside the badges of 
sects, to overlook the narrow and paltry interests of parties, and to 
vombine their efforts to resist the commog foe, and to protect and dif- 
fuse their common christianity. Institutions, designed jeintly to aid 
in publishing the Gospel in every land, and in conveying the sacred 
volume to every child of Adam, have, in large numbers, been organi- 
zea, they have received the most liberal patronage, and their opera- 
tions, toan unexanpled extent, are now going on, communicating the 
light of life to benighted thousands, and imparting joy and gladness to 
multitudes, lost to virtue and hope and happiness. 

‘i‘he moral and religious prospects of our own country are such, as 
we trust, may justly enliven the hopes, and invigorate the exertions of 
the devout aud benevolent. Peace, at a moment, when despair had 
almost taken possession of the public mind, has returned to gladden 
and bless us. War will, now, no longer exert a disastrous influence 
upon the interests of morals and religion. It will no longer diminish 
the resources, arx! obstruct, with formidable obstacles, the designs, of 
the charitable and pious, circumscribing the sphere of their labors and 
enfeebling their efforts. Wide-spread has been the distress, which it 
has occasioned, and serious the apprehension, and sittatitce the alarm, 
to which it has given rise. But, we may venture to hope, that the judg- 
ments of God have not been visited upon us in vain; that they will, ( lo 
no small extent, cause us to learn righteousness. W hile war has been re- 
Jaxing, In many respects, the strictness of public principle; while it 
has been wearing away the mounds, which prevent an inundation otf 
irrelizion and vice, the friends of public virtue-and happiness have not 
been idle. A sense of danger has been brought home to their hearts, 
they have been awakened to deep solicitude concerning the mora! con- 
dition of society, have been effectuaily tanght the necessity of vige- 
rous endeavours to effect a reformation, and have been promps ted to 
new and sineular. efforts to oppose the jlnaroads of error and sin, ans 
to promote the interests of virtue and piety. Vices, which, for years. 
had been allowed to make their encroachments and to cain ground, al- 
most without opposition, and to ravage and destroy, aimost without 
restraint, have, at length, commanded the attention of the public, and, 
in various portions of our country, measures have been acopted to re- 
press them, waich promise the most beneficial resulis. Various mstt- 
tutions, desig ied to promote the knowledge of divine truth, and to wid- 
en and strengthen the influence of real religion, have, within a moce- 
rate period, been formed, and to their support, with continnally aug- 
mented liberality, the contributions of the public are extenced. ‘The 











































1815. Introductory Address. 3 


efforts, which have been already made, evince most decisively, that 
the friends of order aud virtue are neither diminutive in number, trivial 
in character, nor unimportant in influence. 

The obstacles, to be surmounted in advancing the interests of sound 
morals and pure religion are, by far, fewer and less formidable, than 
those, which at aseason not remote, would have met, at the threshold, 
every attempt essentially to meliorate the character of society. The 
mouth of infidelity is almost shut. A conviction of the necessity of a 
reformation is extensively impressed upon the public mind. A juster 
estimate is made of the characters and institutions of the fathers of 
New-Engiand, and a higher value is attached to their exalted and rigid 
virtues. The friends of religion are flot separated, as formerly, by dif- 
ferences of opinion, and by the jealousies, which spring from the belief 
of opposing interests. ‘They are prepared to unite, heart and hand, 
for the glorious and blessed purposes of reclaiming their tellow-men 
ffom vice and woe, and of gathering subjects to the Prince of peace. 

But, while we rejoice, it becomes us to rejoice nith trembling. The 
cheering « prospects, which meet the eye, are caused solely by the deep- 
er concern, which is so widely manifested, on the subject of public 
morals, and by the enlarged endeavours, which are continually seen, to 
suppress vice andtofoster the interests of religion and virtue. ‘That the 
hopes,which every friend of his country and of man cannot fail to cher- 
ish, may be realized, the exertions, which are now made, must be 
maintained, and means, more extensive and powerful, must be brought 
into action. If, in the various ways, in which, consistently with the 
soundest discretion and the strictest propricty, their efforts may be 
employed, the friends of religion would exert themselves, with a zeal, 
an energy and a perseverance, at all proportioned to the value of the 
objects, which challenge their co-operation, a change, the most desira- 
ble, might be accomplished in the moral aspect of the community, and 
such a state ofseciety, we may humbly hope, be geet as might 
well gladden the heart of piety and benevolence, and delight even the 
eye of God himself. 

Let, then, every individual, who values the welfare of his country, 
anid who feels a deep solicitude for the souls of men, awake to the god- 
like aim of doing good. As his situation and circumstances allow, let 
every charitable and pious object be fostered, by his liberal contribu- 
tions, and aided, by his zealous support. Let not, if it lie with him to 
prevent it, the operations of either Missionary, Bible or ‘i'ract Socie- 
ties be cramped, and their efforts paralized, by a deficiency of means. 

Let societies, formed for the suppression of vice, and the promotion 
of sound morals, receive the decided countenance, and the vigorous 
aid of every friend of publie prosperity and of human happiness. ‘To 
give them their full effect, the mmion of many individuals is required.— 
Those, to be restrained and benefitted by their influence and exertions, 
must see, that the weight of numbers, as well as of talents and princi- 
pie and character, is against them. If moral societies are able, in on- 
ly here and there a solitary instance, to reclaiin those, hackneyed in 
vice and hardened in guilt; yet, if they shall, to any considerable de- 
gree, preventthe young from growing up in sin and becoming a gencr- 
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ation, that shall trample under foot the authority of God, outrage the. 
laws of virtue, incur the wrath of heaven, and pull down judgments on, 
themselves and their country, they will accomplish an invaluable 
achievement. 

"One charitable object, which has commanded too little attention, and 
enjoyed too little countenance, is the education of poor and pious young 
men, for the christian ministry. The prosperity of religion and the 
state of morals depend, to a large extent, upon the character and qual- 
ifications of the clergy. Supplying our churches with an able, a le: rn- 
ed and pious ministry, is an object of incalculable moment. hat, 
without special exertions, on the part of the friends of religion, num- 
bers, sufficient to meet the exigencies: of the churches among our- 
selves, and to be employed i In carrying the light and blessings of the 
gospel to pagan nations, will not come forw ard, j is undeniabie. Never, 
within our recollection, has so great a call for preachers been 
made, and so few found to meet that call. "The world is afield, 
fast whitening to the harvest, and to gather this mighty harvest 
the laborers are few. He deserves well of the church of God, 
and of the souls of men, who contributes liberally to institu- 
tions, formed to aid indigent and pious youth, in acquiring an ed- 
ucation, which shall qualify them te fill stations in our churches, at 
home, and to act in the high and benevolent character of missionaries, 
abroad. | , Pa ae 

But not only do public charities claim patronage; each individual, 
in his own neighborhood and among his immediate acquaintance, may 
find a sphere of beneficent exertion, and may there engage in labors 
of benevotence. He may discover wants to be supplied, misery to be 
alleviated, anguish to be consoled, ignorance to be instructed, vice to 
be reclaimed, and insensibility of heart, indifference to the interests of 
the soul, pride and selfishness, and the neglect of God, of Christ and 
of salvation, to he made to give place to penitence and faith, to humil- 
ity and benevotence, tothe spirit of piety and devotion, to an ardent 
attachment to pure religion, and to eager solicitude aad vigorous ef- 
forts to secure the bliss of heaven. 

To possess the means of doing good is a glorious privilege, and pos- 
sessing those means, faithfully to employ them to the best effect, is a 
sacred duty . And ill does it suit the character of those, who profess 
to reverence, ag heavenly inspiration, his instructions, and to admire 
and appland, as divine excellence, his conduct, who said, tw ts more 
blessed to give, than to receive, and who went about doing good, to grudge 
sacrifices of property in the cause of benevolence, and to deal out a 

scanty and extorted pittance; or to regard personal exertions, as a 
burdensome exaction, and to yield them with heartlessness and reluc- 
tance. 'I'o do good is, at ence, our highest glory and_ our richest hap 
piness. In doing good, we emulate, in our humble sphere, the bright- 
est prerogative of the ever blessed God. In doing good, we most per- 
fectly consult our own welfare. All that we here call our own, must 
perish with the using, except that portion, which we devote to peeper. 
es of beneficence. By employing our possessions, as the means of do- 
WZ gootk, we transfer them from earth to heaven, and lay up for eur 
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selves a treasure there, which faileth not, a treasure, which moth and . 
riist cannot Corrupt, and which no thief ean steal ; a treasure, fixed be- 
yond the power of accident, above the influence of decay, and out of 
the reach of violence. 

Who would be willing tolive and to die, and, threugh his whole 
progress from his cradle to his grave, be only a blank in the world; 
and, when summoned away, huve his memory embalmed in no grate- 
ful Kreast, and leave no sorrowing individual to exclaim, “'T’o that 
man I owe much, as it resvects iife, but more, as it respects eternity 2” 
if shame siiould not tinge his cheek, who lives useless and is preparing 
to die unlamented, let him survey the guilt, and listen to the doom of 
the slothful servant; let him contemplate the character and weigh well 
the fate, denounced upon the barren fig-tree, and iet him beware of 
bearing their likeness and participating in their destiny. Let those, 
who have forborne exertions to do good, arise to immediate activity. 
"The last year of divi ine forbearance may be rolling fast away, the last 
means of cultivation may be spending. 

Not only is it ourduty todo good; but to do it upon an enlarged 
scale, and to an extent, far greater, than the ordinary practice even of 
christians requires. ‘The contributions of most individuals to charita- 
ble objecis, mighibe doubled, and even trebbled, without injury, and 
almost without inconvenience. 

But, while we assidiousiy seek to promoie the welfare of others, it is 
surely incum.nton us, not to disregard our Own welfare. While we 
aim at ensurins the salvation of others, our own salvation should not 
be overiooke’. ‘To sach individual, the care of his own soui is pecul- 
iarly entrusied; and ‘nexpressibly wreiched will he be, who, after 
having aided im saving others, sha'l himself fail of heaven. Each one, 
therefore, shouid constanily bear in mind his condition, as, by nature, 
the child of corruption and & cuilt, as the heir of immortality and the 
prisoner of hope. The character of his soul should each one closely 
scrutinize, and the ground, on which he reposes, shouit he examine 
with the strictest care,and the sternest impartiality. On those, to whose. 
breasts religion has hitherto been a stranger, the voice of duty, safety 
and happiness calls, no longer to forbear welcoming to their hearts the 
heaven-descended cuest. On the pious it is indispensably binding, to, 
cherish a lively sense of their high character, and to exhibit a corres- 
pondent spirit and a becoming deportment ; to’be blameless and harm- 
less, the sons of God, without rebuke. - 

T’o be useful, we would humbly hope, is the grand. motive of our la- 
bors, and to extend the knowledge ofevery plan, formed to do good, and 
to urge upon our readers the necessity of their warm and zealous co- 
operation in every endeavor to promote piety, virtue and happiness, 
among men, will rank with the prominent objects, which, in conduct, 
ing the Adviser, we shailaim to secure. That our readers may be a-, 
ware, as to its spirit and principles, ef the complexion, which the work. 
will possess, we lay before them the following extract from the propos 
sals : 

“ Of the principles, which it will laborto disseminate and defend,and 
‘the spirit which it will breathe, the Editorcanspeak witheonfidence 
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I'he same leading sentiments,the same grand system of truth,which the 
work has hitherto maintained, will receive his decided and cordial sup- 
port. ‘ihe same temperate and catholic spirit towards those denomi- 
nations of christians, whe adhere to those great outlines of the chris- 
dian faith, which are appropriately styled “ the doctrines of grace,” 
which has characterized the pages of the Adviser, will still be scrupu- 
lously preserved. Although theological discussions, when conducted 
with candor, will not be excluded, he will be far from making the Ad- 
viser a field for the contentions of zealous polemics, and, instead of 
aiming to depress the opinions of one class of men, and to elevate those 
of another, where both unite in tiie main truths of the gospel, he will 

ather direct his efforts to the higher purposes of withstanding preva- 
lent and destructive vices, and of inculcating that religion of the heart, 
with which are combined virtue and happine ss here, and glory hereaf- 
ter.” 

Solemn and momentous is the relation, which subsists between our 
readers and ourselves. We are bound by the strongest obligations, to 
exhibit,in the most distinct andimpressive light, lessons of truth and duty ; 
and they are equally bound to welcome the dictates of divine truth,and 
fo submit to the authority and to comply with the various demands of 
duty. Happy will it be ‘for each, if we ever act under the full belief 
and the adequate influence of the affecting conclusion, Se then every 
ene of us shall give pty of himself to God. 

February, 28th 18 
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CHARACTER OF JAMES STEWART, EARL OF MURRAY, REGENT OF 
SCOTLAND, DURING A PART OF THE MINORITY OF JAMES Vie 


It is certainly a circumstance, deeply to be regretted, that individuals, who 
have been distinguished by their profession of religion, should labor under inju- 
rious imputations. [tis calculated to poison the mind with the mischievous 
suspicion, that wherever we witness the appearance of singular piety, we may 
prestime upon insincerity at the bottom. Every devout mind must, therefore, 
rejoice, when, from the character of any such individual, foul aspersians are 
wiped off. Among those of the noble and the great, who have been eminent for 
the strict protession of religion, the Earl of Murray holds a prominent place ;— 
and at the eraof the refurmation, probably no man of high rank and extensive 
authorily evinced more clearly asincere and zealous attachment to pure chris- 
tianity. Against few men, however, have baser and more odious charges been 
alledced. Hisr putation has caffered not only from the calumnies of open en- 
emies ; but sftd eo the faint praise and the gross detractions of thase, who 
would seem examples of moderation and imp: artiality. We notice his character, 
frem the belief, that it will neither be uninte: resting nor useless, and from our 
desire, that justice ay more extensively be done to the memory ofa man, who 
apparently deserves to be enrolled among the excellent of the earth. 
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Mr. M’Crie, whose exammation seems to have been wide and elaborate, fur- 
nishes, in his life of Knox, a triumphant refutation of the various charges 
against ihe Earl of Murray. He disproves the censure of Robertson, the more 
venial abuse of Scott, who, as a poet, may have considered himself licensed to 
po in fiction, the revilings of Chalmers and the unpardonable representation of 

Lempric re. Hume, whese ignorance , or whese partiality in favor of Murray, no 
one will suspect, declares his full persuasion, that the Regent’s conduct, in one 
instance, which Robertson most severely condemns, was no way dishonorable. 
Other « allegations ef Robertson appear to be either groundless or gross exagger- 
ations. Indeed the character of Murray must have been singularly anomalous, 
if this historian’s delineation be done with fidelity. The great historian De 
Thou, who Kved so as to have had. an opportunity of consulting those, who had 
been personally acquainted with the Regent, wkose diligence in his inquiries 
and whose fidelity in adhering to truth were singular, noticing the accusation, 
brought against bim,says; ‘This is constantly denied by all the credible Scots- 
men, with whom I have had opportunity to converse, not even excepting those, who 
were great enemies to Murray, on a religious account; for they constantly affirm, 
that, “religion apart, he was a man without ambition, without avarice, incapable of 
doing an injury ‘9 any one, distinguished by las virtue, affability, beneficence and 
innocence of life’? Spottisw ood, archbishop of St. Andrews, who was born pre- 

vious to the death of Murray, whose means of knowledge were ample, as he must 
have conversed with those, who had personally known the Regent, and who had 
many inducements to givean unfavorable representation, has drawn his charac- 
ter in as flattering colors as even Buchannan, his warm admirer and panegyr- 
ist. The voice of the public, in the noble appellation, given him, is a singular 
eulogium upon the excellence of his character. 

In the year 1570, as he was passing through the town of Linlithgow, the Eart 
of Murray was shot through the body, by a metbber of the house of Hamilton, 
who had been capitally convicted, and whose life had been spared. The wound 
preved mortal, and he died the same evening. While some of his friends, who 
stood round his bed, lamented the excessive Jenity which he had shewn to his 
enemies, and in particular, to his murderer, he replied, with atruly noble and 
Christian spirit,that nothing should make him repent of an act of clemency. Vhe con- 
sternation, usually produced by the fall ofa distinguished leader, was absorbed 
in the deep distress, which the tidings of the murder spread through the nation. 
i lie common people exhibited indications of grict and privation, as ifeach had 
lost a father. The intelligence reached Edinburgh early on the Sabbath. In 
his sermon, that day, Knox noticed the event, ** and after saying, that God in 
a great mercy raised up godly rulers, and took them away in his Cispleasure 
on account of the sins of the nation, he thus poured out the sorrows of his heart 
aa an address to God. *O Lord, in what misery and corfusion found he this 
realm! ‘T’o what rest and quietness now by his labors suddenly he brought the 
came, ull estates but especially the poor commons, can witness. Thy image, 
#)} $id, did soclearly shine in that personage, that the devil, and the wicked 
to whom he is prince, could not abide it ; and soto punish our sins and our in- 
vratiiude (who did not rightly esteem so precious a gift,) thou hast permitted 
hun to fall, to our great grief in the hands of cruel and traitorous murderers. He 
'satrest, O Lord; we areleft in extreme misery.” 

See M’Crie’s life of Knox, p. 320.—350. 503.—510 


“Tt was the happiness of the regent, that, i his early years, he fell 


info the company of men, who euitivated his vigorous understanding, 
gave a proper direction to bis activity, and instilled into his mind 
the principles of religion and virtue. His early adoption of the re- 
formed sentiments, the steadiness with which he adhered to them, the 
uniform correctness of his morals, his integrity, sagacity, and enter- 
prizipg but cool courage, scon placed him in the first rank among those 
who embarked in the struggle for the reformation of religion, and main- 
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tenance of national liberties, and secured to him their cordial and un- 
bounded confidence. ‘T’he honors which queen Mary conferred on him 
were not too great for the services which he rendered to her ; and had 
she continued to trust him with the direction of her counsels, those 
measures would have been avoided which precipitated her ruin. He 
was repeatedly placed in a situation which would have tempted the 
ambition of others, less qualiiied, to aspire to the supreme authority ; 
yet he shewed no disposition to grasp at this. When he accepted the 
regency, it was in compliance with the decided and uncorrupted voice 
of the acting majority in the haiion, pointing him out as the fitiest per- 
son for occupy ing that highstation. His conduct, in one of the most 
delicate and embarrassiag situations in which a governor was ever pla- 
ced, shewed that his countrymen were not mistaken i in their choice. 

He united, in no ordinary degree, those qualities which are rarely 
combined in the seme individual, and which make up the character of 
an accomplished prince. Excelling equally in the arts of war and 
peace, he reduced the country to universal obedience to the king’s au- 
thority by his military skill and valor, and preserved it in a state of 
tranquility and order by the wise and impartial administration of jus- 
tice. . Suctessful i all his watlike enterprizes, he never once tarnish- 
ed the laurels of victory, by cruelty or unnecessary rigor to the van- 
quished. He knew how to maintain the authority of the law&, and bri- 
dle the licentious, by salutary severity, and at ihe same time to tem- 
per the rigor of jifStice by the interposition of mercy. He used to sif 
personally in the courts ofjudicature, and exerted himself to obtain for 
all the subjects ari easy and expeditious decision of litigated causes.— 
His uncommon liberality to his friends, to the learned, and to his ser- 
vants; and his unostentatious charity to the poor, have been celebra- 
ted by one who had the best opportunities of becoming acquainted with 
them.a Nor has the breath of calumny, which hes labored in many 
ways to blast his reputation, ever insinuated that he oppressed or bur- 
dened the public, during his regency, in order to enrich himself or his 
family. Add to all his ‘exemplary piety, the only source of genuine 
virtue. His family was so regulated as to resemble a church rather 
than a court. Not a profane nor lewd word was to.be heard from any 
of his domestics. Besides the ordinary exercise of devotion, a chap- 
ter of the bible was always read at dinner and supper; and it was his 
custom, on such occasions, to require his chaplain, or some other learn- 
ed mena (of whom he had always a numerabout him)to give their opinion 
upou the passage, for his own instruction and that of his family. “ A 
man truly good (says archbishop Spotiisweod,) snd worthy to be rank- 

eil amongst the best eovernors that this kingdom hath enjoyed, and; 
therefore, to this day honored with the title of The Good Regent."bi 


a Buchannan, oper. p. 335. Rud. b History; p. 224, 



















































Religious Communications, 
eae 
ON AFFECTATION IN PREACHERS. 


When we reflect on the seriousness of the preacher’s work and on his 
‘awful responsibility in delivering the messages of the Almighty, we 
‘are ready to conclude, that affectation can never find its way into the 
pulpit: and yet, it is, perhaps, no where else more frequent. 

The preacher may betray an affectation of novelty—a desire of ap! 
pearing original inall he says. 

This thay be seen, both in the choice of his text, and in the design 
and management of his subject. 

An English preacher once téok the following text—faith without 
works ts dead ; and preached on salvation by grace alone; and no 
doubt discovered much adroitness, in deducing his doctrine from his 
text. 

A preacher of our Own country, although he was not about to leave 
his people, once preached from this text, “ farewell ;” and enjoined on 
his audience the duty of uprightness of conduct, that it might fare-mwell 
with them here, and hereafter. 

Another preached on Gen. xli. 45. And Pharaoh called Joseph’s 
name Zaphnath-paaneah—his subject was the excellency of Christ :— 
and the hearers had ascertained, beyond a question, before the preach- 
er ended, that he understood Hebrew. . 

The original preacher seeks to signalize himself by the novelty of 
his subject. He is fond of tracing out thode abstruse, and recondite 
connexions, which the good sense of men, who have gone before him, 
has deemed unimportant ; and of swelling into paramount importance 
those things, which all others have supposed of little consequence. 

_ He delights in paradox—in explaining hidden and dark sayings.— 
What the wisdom of ages has accounted “mysteridus, i is plain to him ;— 
while that,which has recommended itself to the common sense of all man- 
kind, to him is full of deep and doubtful meaning. He contrives to 
throw a sort of singularity and mysticism over his subject ; and to 
dress it up somehow m the costume of a stranger. Even the plainest 
iruths are told in a way, of which no body else ever thought. He must 
be original.— 


** So much he scorns the crowd, that if the throng 
By chance go right he purposely goes wrong.’ 


But, he may be sure of being defeated in his.ohject. His very strug? 
gles are the decisive marks of his weakness. They betray an unsound, 
and ill-regulated understanding. - 

Common sense is one of the best properties of the preacher. 

_ The gospel is the same now, that it was eighteen centuries ago, and 
sermons are not interesting, instructive, or useful, in proportion as they 
have the air of novelty: 

B 






































h 


i 


IO Religious Communications. Jan, 


“ Ecceniricity, says Jay, is sometimes found connected with genius, 
but it does not coalesce with true wisdom. Hence, men of the first or- 
der of intellect, have never betrayed it ; and hence, men of secondary 
talents, drop it, as they grow wiser, and are satisfied to found their 

consequence on real and solid excellency, and not on peculiarity and 
eXxiravagance. 

We are more indebted to the regular, sober, constant course of the 
sun, than to the glare of the comet: the one indeed occupies our 
papers, but the other enriches our fields, and gardens ;—we gaze at the 
strangeness of the one, but we live by the influence of the other.” 

Tke preacher may affect wit ; but to-indulge in levity of any: kind 
is certainiy incompatible with the seriousness, which accords with 
preaching. Itde tracts from the proper dignity of the preacher, and: 
introduces a gayety into his. congregation, which is destructive of true 
devotion. 

Hean Swift, ina letter toa Young Clergyman, has the following re- 
mark; “i cannot forbear warning you, in the most earnest manner, a- 
cainst erdeavoring at wif in your sermons ; because, by the strictest 
computation, it is nearly a seidion to one, that you have none, and be- 
cause, too many, of your calling, have consequently made themselves 
evorlastingly ri idiculous, by attem; ting it. 

I remember several young men, in this. town, (Dublin) who would 
never leave the puipil, under half a dozen conceits ; and this faculty 
adhered to those gentlemen, a lonser or shorter time, exaetly in pro- 
portion to their several degrees of dullness : accordingly, I am told, 
that some of them retain it, to this day. I heartily wish the brood: 
were at an end.” 

The preacher may be anxious to display his learning, in his sermons. 

Affectation of learning shows itse If, in a too fre quent recurrence to 
ancient, and modern literature—in an abstract and technicai phraseolo- 
ey; and ina pompous array of biblical knowledge. But, it is to be 
considered forever at ee with just taste, and good sense.. In thus 
aitempting to.appear learned, and deep, the preacher in: reality be- 
comes oliscure, pedan Re and ride hewn. 

Still more censurable is the practice of rashly calling in question 
the authority of the commen translation of the Biuble—of constantly re- 
ferring tothe original, collating various readings, and proposing new 
renderings. Nothing is more cutiing to the plain.christian, than to be 
told, that ki¢ bible is not to be trusted. It shakes his confidence in Rev- 
elation, and tears away the pillars of his faith. 

The preacher's stile may be artificial and bombastic ;—full of classic- 
al allus ions and learned Smagery, which not one in ten of his hearers 
will be able to decipher. 

He may quote poetry teo often, and lose,.in the harmony of his num- 
bers, and {he roundness of his periods, all the legitimate ends of preach- 
ine. ‘They light on the ear like the melody of Orpheus, but wili never 
earry conviction to the soul. 

The great theatre of display is, however, in delivery. Affectation. 
Here will show itself in the looks—in the tones of voice—in the pronun-- 
aiation-—in the attitudes of hody and in the gesture. 
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The looks may have an air of self-importance in them, the tones may 
be artificial, and swolen, the pronunciation, in the newest fashion, the at- 
iiluv’es pompous, and the gesture studicd and fantastic. 


** In man or woman, but far most in man, 
And most ofall in man, that ministers 

And s«rves the altar, in my soul I loathe 
All affectation. ?Tis my perfeet scorn.— 


What ?—will a man play tricks, will he indulge 
A silly fond conceit of his fair form, 

And just proportion, fashionable mein 

And pretty face, in presence of his God ? 

Or will he seek to dazzle me with tropes, 

As with the d’mond on his lily hand, 

Aad play his brilliant parts betore my eyes, 
When Lam hungry for the bread of life ? 

¥ie mocks his Muker, prostitutes, and shames 
ILis noble office, and, instead of truth, 
Displaying his own beauty, starves his flock ! 
Therefore, avaunt all attitude, and stare 

And start theatric, practis’d at the glass ! 

I seek divine simplictty in hun, 

Who handles things divine.” CowPer. 


Affectation in delivery is probably more easily detected, than 
in the composition of a discourse. The more sensible part of every 
audieneg willsee it; and we may set it down as a general rule, that, 
jn proportion as a preacher attempts to rise by display, he wiil senk.— 
Besides a hankering for applause turns offthe mind from higher views, 
and introduces a thousand secret vexations :--and, in addition to all, 
he oifers strange fire, and, for doing it, God will blast his hopes. 

The chief causes of affectation in preachers, are vanity and se/f-concett. 
The one makes us covet praise, the other makes us champions for it.— 
Vanity decoys us into the service, and self-conceit buckles on the ar- 
mor; but both equally betray a poverty ofsoul, And an absence of those 
high, and holy motives, which should manifest themselves in all, whick 
the preacher says and does. 


| ‘© Tis pitiful 
To court a grin, when you should woe a soul.” Cowper. 


Affectation and a thirst for applause in a preacher bring leanness in- 
to his soul, and make him the prey of the noxious and malévolent feel- 
ings of pride, competition and envy, to which he is exposed, from his 
frequent comparison with others. But the evils of this state of mind do 
not stop here. Itsends leanness into the souls of his hearers. In ex- 
hibiting himself, the preacher will neglect his sulyject. He will forget 
to persuade men, as did Paul, that great patern of faithful preaching. 

The remedy of affectation, the cure of its causes—vanity—self-con- 
ceit and unhallowed ambition, and the removal ‘of its blasting effects, 
on the preacher himseif—on his people, and throughout the whole sphere 
of his influence, are to be sought in a return to the legitimate motives 
af the Gospel. : 
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Let the preacher remember, that he is, at best, but an earthen vessel 
—that he has a message from God to guilty men—that souls, with 
interests vast as eternity, are committed to his charge, and that their 
salvation depends on his faithfulness;—that every word he utters, as well 
as the manner, in which he utters it, will have its effect—an effect on 
each individual, that hears it, and on all, with whom they do, or may 
stand connected, down through the successiv e generations of men ; 
an effect too that shall contribute to fix their condition, not only, in 
this life, but while eternity shall last. 

Let him remember, that he is the ambassador of Christ, and that it is 
his business to persuade men in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God. 

I love, says Fenelon, I love a serious preacher, who speaks for my 
sake, and not for his own, who seeks my salvation, and not his own 
vain glory. He best deserves to be heard, who uses speech only to 
¢lothe his thoughts,and his thoughts only to promote truth, and virtue. 
Nothing is more despicable, than a professed declaimer, who retails his 
¢liscourses as a quack does his medicines S. P. 


——+omw 
THE FAMILY. 


Every family is a litile independent kingdom. How this kingdom, 
should be governed, is a subject, which deserves the anxicus attention, 
and demands the earnest prayers of every christian parent. “ ‘Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and, when he is od, he will not 
depart from it... What this way ‘is, itis our design now to describe. 

It is difficult to conceive how any one, who feels, in his own heart, 
the value of religious truth, who professes to have his conversation in 
heaven, and to be a stranger and a pilgrim on the earth—and who is. 
‘“‘ looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God”— it is. 
difficult tc.imagine, how such an one can be indifferent to the spiritual 
welfare of his childrei.—Destined, as they are, to survive the ruins of 
nature, and to ascend, amidst the shouts of saints and angels, “ unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the Hving God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem,” and to be associated with “ the general assembly and church of 
the first born,” or else to “ be turned into hell, with all the nations that 
forget God ;” christian parent, you cannot but feel your bowels move, 
with compassionate concern, and“* aga’. travail in birth, until Christ 
be formed in them.” Can a woman forget her sucking child? She 
may. But can you neglect, and neglect in their dearest interests, the 
fruit of your body-——bone of your bone, and flesh of your flesh? Can 
you forget and forget in that point, in which above all they ought to, 
be remembered, the children, whom God: has graciously given. you— 
for whom Christ has died, and whom you have solemnly promised ta, 
train up, in. ihe nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

The proper education of children is notan, object of trivial impor- 
tance, nor of easy attainment. 

You areto educate your children, for themselves, for their fellow MeN, 
endfor heaven. For themselves. Nothing will add such real exce! 
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lence, or impartso bright a lustre to their characters as true religion. 
Fhe love of God adorns the mind with the most attractive grace. No 
ornament equals that of a meek and quiet spirit. Nothing will bring 
so large an addition to their happiness. When the gloomy days of. 
adversity arrive, and clouds and darkness cover them; when the 
waves of affliction rear, and threaten to overwhelm them, religion 
will be the sheet-anchor of their souls,and preserve them calm and 
cheerful, through the stormy blasts. W heiher it is to Le ‘heir lot to be 
privileged withaffluence,or to struggle with the evils of poverty—wheth- 
er their trials are to be few or many, light or oppressive—whether they 
are destined to move ina private sphere, or to ascend the giddy 
height of power,—there are no Circumstances, there is no situation 
and uo exigency in life, in which religion will not be of the highest 
service. It will render them honest in their dealings, faithful to their 
engagements, indusirious in their business, respected and deserving of 
respect. True refigion, let it be remembered, true religion is the best 
legacy, which you can ledve to your children. But while a pious ed- 
ucatiou is, to your. children, a rich inheritance, it will also be a signal 
blessing, to society. 

T’he influence, which your children will exert upon the commu- 
nity, will be bavefui or salutary, according to the character of their, 
education. If taught to regard the order of society, to respect the 
civil laws, and to reverence the institutions of religion, their conversas, 
tion, their habits of life, andindeed all their conduct will serve ta, 
render strong and indissoluble the ties, which unite mankind in their. 
social state. Their presence will abash yice and fortify the principles 
of wavering virtue, Every child, trained up in tie fear of God, ine 
atead of being an unsound and decaying member, hanging as.an ing 
cumbrance upon the community, wiii be an ornament and a blessing. 
How often has an individual, by the blessing of God, reformed a 
Vicious neighborhood! How ofien has his benign and salutary influ 
ence been felt throughout-a town, a state, a-nation! Surely, then, 
gince richteousnss exalis a nation, that man who educates his children 
in the fear of the Lord, may, without any vain and boastful pretensions, 
safely advance some claims to ihe honorable appellation of a patriot. 
By thus educating your children, you will confer on your country a 
real and an incalculable benefit. Ifevery family was entirely under the, 
_ €ontroul of religious principles, and motives, how much would the cone. 
dition of society be improved ! No domestic broils would disturb the 
peace of the family—and no feuds and conientions would interrupt 
the public tranquility and mar public happiness. The pestiferoug 
breath of slander would no longer pollute social intercourse, and blight, 
and wither the fair blossoms of reputation. Profaneness and sabbath 
breaking, drunkenness and debauchery, war and bloodshed, rapine salt 
violence would be banished from .among mankind. And love and 
joy, peace and friendship, chastity and temperance, meekness and com- 
passion, and every lovely characteristic, and every blissful effect of 
true religion would live and reign “ unmixed with baser matter.” — 

If a religious education is to your children the richest of temporat 
blessings, and ifit is an eminent benefit to society, you certainly will 
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spare no pains, in training them up in the fear of the Lord. But this 
is not all, for in pursuing this course, you are fitting them for heaven. 
‘That heaven may be their final home, it should be the great object of 
all your care to make them meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints. You are bound to exert yourselfto the utmost to prepare 
them to enter upon those joys, which“ eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man”—for that “ crown of 
glory, that fadeth not away”—to be numbered among “ the ransom- 
ed of the Lord, who shall return and come to Zion with songs and ev- 
fasting joy upon their heads.” Everlasting! That single word, ev- 
erlasting, who can understand ? Who can survey the extent, who can 
fathom the depths of its meaning ? What finite mind can grasp the 
stupendous amount ? Call one grain of sand a million of ages—consid- 
er this earth, the sun, the moon and the multitude of the stars, as con- 
sisting of grains ofsand—then fix your scales—cast this host ef worlds 
into one side, and that one word, ramen sh into the other; and it 
will cause them to appear lighter, than air. How vast, how overwhelm- 
ing the thought ! t Numbers here fail, and calculation is confounded. 
The most vigorous, the most lofty and comprehensive intellect can 
advance scarcely beyond the border of eternily. Surely then, you will 
believe with me, that the religious education of your children, since it 
is largely conducive to their happiness in this world, since it so great- 
Yy augments their usefulness to society, and since it prepares them for 
the everlasting joys of heaven, is not only an object of no trivial impor- 
tance ; but that its consequence transcends ali reckoning. 

Neither is it an object of easy attainment. Our first parents trans- 
gressed the command of God—they took—they ate— 


‘* Marth felt the wound ; and nature, from her seat, 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe, 
That all was lost.” « 


Man became a fallen, depraved and guilty creature. ‘This deprav- 
ity is deep-rooted. It is eradicated with extreme difficulty. Your 
children are conceived in sin and shapen ininiquity. They are nat- 
urally wise to do evil, but todo good they have no sda eheaae an, 
How spontaneously do children learn to profane the name of God ; 
defile their tender lips with curses of the blackest hue ; to dieresuct 
the sacred obligations of truth; to pilfer the most insignificant toys, 


and to regard as irksome and to aim at shaking off the just and necessa- 


ry restraints of parental authority ! But of one lisping the praises of 
Jesus, where will you find an example ? The hearts of your’offspring 
are anuncullivated garden, where every noxious plant shoots forth with 


rank luxuriance. ‘These you will faithfully endeavor completely to 
subdue and to substitute the seeds of grace 


Toextricate them from that laby rinth of sin, into which they 
are fallen; to shield them against the temptations of the world, the 
flesh and the devil; 


* To rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot, 
Yo pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind,” 
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will require the most assiduous efforts, and the most vigilant and pray- 
erful attention. Remember the injunction of God—‘“ These words 
which I command thee—thou shalt teach diligently unto thy children ; 
and shalt talk ofthem, when. thou sittest in thy house, and when thou 
waikest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up.” 

But I would-leave general observations and descend.to directions, 
which are more particular. Your children should early and carefully 
be taught to read the word of God. ‘The bible is the great repository 
of all religious knowledge. It has brought life and immortality to 
light. It has drawn aside the veil, which previously hung between 
eternity and time ; which shrouded all our future prospects, and rend- 
ered frereafter a dark and cheerless waste. It has thrown open the 
gates of heaven, and now every humble, penitent sinner is invited to 
enter in. and inhabit those mansions, which, through the blood of the ever-: 
lasting covenant, divine mercy has prepared. This book your children 
will be instrueied to read, every day. And, if they are accustomed to 
it, they will look for their bibles as regularly as they do for their meals. 
When L was young, I resided, for some time, in the family of Mr. 
Jones; for so I shall call the good man, of whom I weuld give a brief 
account. In the morning, as soon as his children and domestics were 
wp, Mr. Jones directed them invariably to read a portion of the sacred 
scripture. ‘Those, who could read with any degree of fluency, were re- 
quired to read, at least, one chapter. We soon acquired am interest in 
the sacred history, and went threugh our task more from the pleasure 
we found in the performance, than froin obedience to Mr. Jones. And: 
here, I cannot but notice one quality, which the bible possesses, above 
all other books; and that is, its artless simplicity. The writings of 
the sacred Scriptures present the most majestic ideas, and convey the 
imgst important instrvetion, in language, the most intelligible and clean 
The diction is brought down to the level of the most ordinary under- 
standing and ihe sentiments are clothed tn a pure and simple dress.— 
Hence the interest, which it afferds to children and to unlettered, as 
well as to literary men. In addition to reading the Scriptures, morn- 
ing and evening, the memhers of Mr. Jones’ pany were required to 
commit to memory the texts. of sermons. These texts, torether with 
a hymn, or psalm, which the older children learned, were invariably 
rehearsed at evening prayer. Many and many a time, while reading’ 
the se riptures, or heariag them read, have I found a peculiar pleasure, 
in noticing those texts, which, ia my juvenile days, I committed te 
memory. 

ee Jameson, in: whose ! happy family I have also resided, having as- 
sembled his children together, each with a bible in his hand, makes 
a short, but solemn address to the Almighty, imploring divine assist- 
ance and praying, that the divineblessing may aeccommany the word,: 
about to be read; he then reads a few verses, and each child, in his 
furn, reads a few more. After the chapter is completed, they unite in: 
prayer. 

On you, christian parent, lies the most selemn -obligation fo bring 
your. children to an intimate ac ‘quaintance with the word cfGod. Yom 
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will find it necessary fo adopt some practice, which, on ordinary occa- 
sions, must not be neglected. Perhaps the method of Mr. Jones,combin- 
ed with that of Mr. Jameson, may merit your approbation. Whatever 
method is pursued, you should zealously endeavor to inspire a relish 
for the contents of that holy book. 

I would also earnestly recommend thepractice of favoring your children 
withcatechetical instruction. Explain tothem,in familiar language,those 
holy doctrines, and urge upon them those sacred precepts, which are 
contained in that compendium of religious knowledge, the catechism.— 
Let the whole be sanctioned and enforced by a correspondent example. 
You will also esteem it an important duty to carry them fo thé house of 
God, that they may there hear the unsearchable riches of Christ preach- 
ed, and, through the influence ‘of the divine spirit, be transfornted, by 
the renewing of their minds, into the divine image and “be partakers 
of the divine nature.” 

Be faithful in the discharge of your parental duties towards your 
‘children. Let the command of God, explicit as it is, and enforced 
with such awful sanctions, exert its full influence upon your hearts. In 
the mean time, Consider, and consider frequently the infinite worth of 
their souls, the interminable nature of the joys of heaven, and the value 
‘of a title to that inheritance, which is reserved for the children of God. 
And while your bosoms heave with inexpressible emotion for the salva- 
tion of their souls, carry them in the arms of faith and prayer, to the 
mercy seat ; and there, with strong crying and tears, humbly and de- 
voutly implore the blessing of heaven upon them ard upon your exer- 
tions. 


—34o— 
ON THE INEFFICACY OF DEATH-BED RETRACTIONS AND WARNINGS, 


It is a fact, which, if not ofsuch frequent recurrence, would be not 
Tess wonderful, than melancholy, that mankind so generally fail to de- 
‘tive substantial benefit from the lessons, which the experience of oth- 
‘ers supplies. ‘They see their fellow-men rushing into errors,burdening 
themselves with guilt and remorse, and involving themselves in woé 
and ruin, and still they madly press forward, in the same,devious and fa- 
tal path. Instead of being intimidated and rendered wise and circum- 
spect, by the poignant sufferings and the terrible catastrophes of oth- 
ers, they act as if incurably bent on detetniining by desperate experi- 
fnent, whether those causes, which have brought upon.others only an: 
guish and perdition, may not be harmless to them, or even ensure to 

hem safety, peace and joy. ) | 

. The effects upon his countrymen, which followed from the conver- 
ion of St. Paul, were such, as are clearly at war with every dictate of 
Aveason, and such, as must have balked all calculation, not made under a 
full conviction and a strong sense of the extreme obliquity of the hu- 
ian heart, and of the almost untameable obstinacy of prejudice and 
—- This astonishing event never led them to suspect, that the 
ehristian religion might be of heavenly original; it never induced them 
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to scrutinize its evidences and character, in the spirit of meekness 
and impartiality ; and it had no tendency to prepare them to acknowl- 
edge the Savior’s mission, to welcome his instructions, and to bow to 
his authority. Yet to any mind, judging independently ofall reference 
to the wayward spirit, which actuates mankind and so often governs 
their decisions, such consequences must appear to have been almost in- 
evitable. A singular phenomenon exists, and a solution of it is de- 
manded. What solution can be discovered, which shall not invalidate 
the opinions of the Jews, and establish the truth of Christianity, on an 
immovable basis ? The most zealous votary and the most resolute 
and hardy champion of the Jewish religion, the most bitter foe and the 
most daring and active opposer of the gospel of Christ, and the mah of 
blameless morals and of unimpeached and unsuspected sincerity, in his 
attachments, abandons at once the cause, which he had warmly and la- 
boriously supported, for that, which he had virulently abhorred, and 
fiercely and cruelly resisted. He forsakes those, whom he had 
fondly loved, and unites with those whom he had _ regarded 
with rancorous hatred. He quits a nation, and joins a party, insig- 
nificant in its numbers. He leaves the great, the honorable, the opu- 
lent and the mighty, and associates himself with the despised, the poor, 
the odious and the defenceless. He renounces prospects, singularly 
fair, of honor and distinction, of wealth and power, of ease and pleas- 
ure, and subjects himself to penury and contempt, to hardship and perse- 
cution, to peril and suffering. It is apparent, that to this course he must 
have been urged by motives, the most imperious. No considerations, 
but such as could not be withstood, could have been sufficient to extort 
such sacrifices, and to impel him to dare so many and so formidable 
evils. Not a single inducement calculated to operate upon a corrupt 
mind; not the faintest encouragement, suited to allure a time-serving 
spirit, could have lain before him. When the Jew came to enquire, 
what, then, could have prompted him to resign all, that the heart most 
fondly cherishes and to brave all, that, the mind of man most reluctant- 
ly incurs and most painfully supports, he would have discovered, that 
nothing, short of supposing him under the influence of the wildest luna- 
cy, could furnish a solution of his conduct, if the account, he gave of 
the reasons, which governed him, sliould be rejected as fabulous. Pur- 
suing the subject further, the inference would not be a remote nor a du- 
bious one, that, if'what he affirms, actually occurred, christianity is a 
religion, which justly claims God as its author, and that it is at the haz- 
ard of the soul, that it is hated and scorned. Who, therefore, would 
not imagine it a rational expectation, that an occurrence, so extraordi- 
nary, and, if christianity be untrue, so inexplicable, as the conversion 
of the Apostle, must have shaken the unbelief of the Jews, have subdu- 
ed their prejudices and prepared them to admit, without hesitation, the 
claims of Christ to be the long anticipated Mesiah? But such an ex- 
pectation poorly accords with the’ sacred history. The marvellous 
change, in the character and conduct of St. Paul, had no salutary opera- 
tion upon his countrymen. Instead of diminishing their hatred and in- 
elining them to embrace christianity, it only inflamed them svith fied- 
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like malignity towards himself, and instigated them toa nefarious eat’ 
- federacy to, imbrue their hands in his blood. ~ hs 
The nature of man is not ganged. Th elapse of ages has tia 
igrated. his character., He is, the same depraved being riow, that ie 
appeared eighteen centuries ago. . With the same stubborn pertiti ity 
does he hold fast error, with the same determined perseverance dée 
pursue the wayward path, which he has taken, and with the samé hardy 
eoniempt, or senseless. indifference does he regard the various and go. 
ema warnings, which either the conduct, the loud remonstrances dua 
affecting entreaties,or thé appalling wreichedness of those, around th 
may_aflord, Sie | 

It ic.at.times the fact, that the staunchest of. infidels abandon ti ic - 
principles of unbelief, and with deep contrition traces his way hackip 
ebristianity ; that, the. dupe of the licentious opinion, that all shall 
find salvation, that. God hes no. wrath instore for the sinner, and 
he who serveth him, and he, who serveth him not, shall fare alik re, te 
noances thé. long aid.fondly indulged delusion and fixes his ‘ho pe ot | 
heaven, on. the basis, which the gospel directs; and that the scoffer dad 
the profligate gives up his contempt of truth “and duty, resigne die 
vices;and,, humble aud broken hearted, commences a life of virtoea ad 
piety.. But what effect has the change in. their characters ‘upon “their P 
eompapions in infidelity. error and guilt ! ¥ Perhaps; not au individu, 
influenced by, their conduct, joins the. standatd of. Clirist. “Even 
proselytes, these, whom, they initiated in the mysteries of ‘infid 
whom they instructed in, falsehood and trained to. vice, now disregint 
them and refuse: to relinquish opinions, . which they taught bed +l 
to forsake. courses. of sia,.which they’ first prompted thein to pur 
They find.a wide. disparity between the efforts, requisite fo sediice, 
arid those, necessary to reform >and it beeomies a source oF (Hd kas 
est remorses, and of torturing regret, that they have done irrep: 
mischief,. that they have. led astray, from truth, virtue and salvi = 
those, whom itae beyond their power fo recal from their wander 
It is.a surprisigg: fact, and yet not more surprising, than ‘true, at the’ 
opinions ¢ ofa, man ‘shall be, with many, little ‘short of oracular, while 
those opinions-are in. favor of scepticism, of error ‘atid vice ; but, if lie 
principlef are entirely. and almost miraculously changed, ind chan rel, 
undeniably from full and salemr. conviction, he shall forfeit, perhaps, “4 
the whole of his influence, even with his warmest adniirers, “aad Jo : 
est encomiasts., 

But, however. strange and'inexplieable the little effect which other 
circumstances produce upon the feelings and conduct of mankind, may, 
appear, nothing can ‘surpass, in singularity, the inefficacy of death 
retractions.and warnings, and nothing. can be. more flimsy and futile, 
than the. pretences, upon which they are offen disregarded. 

It is, to a very: wide exjent, the faet, that unbelievers, at the near. 
approach. of death, virtually, if not expressly, renounce’ theif senti- 
ments,.2s unfounded and fatal, and, except where animated by bee 
hepes: of.the.Gospel, leave the world in anxiety and alarm, if not 12> 
horror... Fhe close of, Voltuire’s life was ascene, that might make the’ 
most callous heart ache. Hume, as his nurse declares, “ died in horror, 
end the very account of Dr. Smith; which ascribes to him s0 
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cheerfulness, affords no slight grounds for the suspicion, that the whale 
4ruih hasnot béen told. ‘The final hour of Gibbon was cheerless, and 
wretched. ‘The last days¢f Raine were days of gloom and. wo, sad 
decisively prove, that he had no confidence, that. his rejection chris- 
fianity was well-founded, or rather, they fully evince, that he wes -vis- _ 
ited with tormenting forebodings, that the religion, whieh he had'scorn-. 
? gdandreviled, would be found a religion frem God. ‘There is indeed, 
‘ ‘occasionally an individual, who maintains, jo-the last, thesemblance, of 
_ gnunwavering adherence to his principles of unbelief. But itis olvi>. 
pushy a daring and determined show of confidence, supported by studi-. 
Ee tlessness and peculiar hardihood of mind, not the result of sober 
: and dispassionate conviction; a show, to which false notions of honpr, 
and fears of the disgrace of his party and of the taunt of cowardice; to- 
¢ with the pride of self-consistency; impel him. - ‘The mass of the 
jotaries of infidelity, however, and among them some of her-ablest and 
boldest champions, as they: draw near the grave tremble, and; if-they 
forbear’ explicitly acknowledging the truth: of ‘revelation, ee er 
manifest, that the assurance of their unbelief is broken; and that they ar ay. 
Aaonied:by agonizing apprehensions, that at the bar of Christ they at a 
_aniswer for their denial of his mission, their rejection of his instructions, = 
“gntitheir contempt of his authority, for the obloquy, ridicule and:scorn, es 
dhichthey have cast upon him, upon his cause, aiid -his friends;.and way 
‘fy that-corruption and guilt and woe, into which they have aided-in' @ 
_pltaging their fellow-men. What. effect~have circumstances, like | 
_/fhese,upon their brethren in infidelity, who ‘survive? - Little; :at the 
best; and, perhaps none whatever; unless to prompt them. to “express 
te ilemaptuous pity for what they term their weakness, and to hold sup 
- théir fears to bitter derision. They proceed on, in the. direction, 
which they were previously pursuing, till death comes upon them, ‘and 
datheir turn; they Rs wretched mortitors to others, who« refuse to 
‘ warning. | 
“Whey may not, tudeed, be destitute of reasons ‘to bring forward in 
| ‘indication of theirconduct.. As an opiate to. their consciences, and 
. | Metmeans of preserving the tranquility of their minds uninterrupted, 
q Thay alledge, that, with weakness of body, mental: imbecility is 
3 noticed, and that for & man to renounce infidelity on his death-bed 
1s; therefore, ‘no proof, that it is actually untenable; and deserves nose- — 
‘tous regard. A debilitated understanding and the: instinctive dread 
‘ofdeath; which is felt by all, conspiring with the dejected andk : 
+ @ountenances of his- friends, sink his spirits;render him timid-and~su- 
~ perstitious and haunt his mind with fantastic and visionary, terrors.— 
> Hence, his opinions possess no- weight and can justly claim, po defer- 
ence, * Sa ES: ans 
> Po this reasoning of the anbeliever, however specious} 3 %)8p- gist 
Pear, it migtit be: sufficient to reply, that infidels, who mre 7 : 
* their sceptical notions; have, in numetous instances: tied, 
_ possession of all their intellectual powers. Butinstead : 
—. sao fact, we observe, that a man, when his‘mind: is enfes : 
> ®ase, provided he-be able to-think, to remember’ and ‘to ° Tesmon ball 
“will adhere with not less firmness, than when in health, to:those:apin-, ; 
* fous, of the truth of which he was before certain. What, ifsome math- — 
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‘ematical proposition, which, when in health, he’ had —t eee 
‘his entire satisfaction, should be mentioned to asick man? Would h 
ard ei question its correctness, although then unable ¢ 
Sheath be the proeess, by which the demonstration was 
ould he not say at once “ Wherrin health, and in the complete 


a Soe vigorous exertise of my undéretanding, [long andcare. 1 





examined that proposition, and effectually demonstrated its trath? 
< 1 again and again went through the demonstration, I omitted "no care, «| 
/ Tgradged no labor; and I possess the firmest assurance, an assurance, | ae 


not to be shaken, that there was no flaw in the premises, no mistake in 
the process, and no ‘error in the conclusion. The truth of the propo Be 
tion | I, therefore, still believe, without a shadow of-doubt.”" ag 
3 Why does not the dying infidel reason in a similar manner ? Why. = 
goes he not say, “When in health, when my mind was strepgandac. — © 
a 





tive, when my memory was sound, and my judgment clear, I examin. 
ed the truth of the christian religion. I investigated the subject with a 
a circumspection;@.diligence and an impartiality, commensurate with 9 
the sacred character, whieh that religion claims, and with the moment- 7 
ous consequence of the interests, which itinvolves. am sure, that re 
there was no negligence, no prejudice, and no error in my examination, . . 
and the result was a complete and unhesitating conviction, that it false. ; 
ly pretends to a divine original, 1am now bronght low’ by disease. ‘ 
My mind largely participates i in the debility and languor of my body. 3 
. 1 cannot again go-@ver my inquiries. I cannot summon up to. viewall ‘,. 
the facts, on which my reasoning was grounded, norretrace the course ft 
of argumentation, by which I arrived at my conclusion. | But 4 am a 
certain, that it was fairly drawn and that it restedona substantial ba, 
sis, ‘To all the interrogations of mankind, “ what if you are deceiv-. os 
ed ?”. to all the suggestions of weak and suspicious timidity andtoal 
the chimeras of officious and busy fancy, I can reply, that once Thad ’ 
an assurance of the truth of my ¢pinions, suppo by reasons, ample 
and satisfactory. ‘These reasons I cannot now fall to remembrance. 
and examine; but my assurance I still retain, I can boldly: bidall 
dreams of.danger, ali imaginary terrors, defi . They disturd-not 
my sute and settled repens they. interrupt net my firm — tried tran, - 
' -quility.”- 
. Why does not the dine infide}, by: oiliexiana like these, sustain. bis 
dgooping courage antl-soothe his throbbing heart? If he ever possessed 
a full assurance ova the falsehood of christianity, an assurance, establish-) 
ed ona solid foundation, why does he tremble, as he approaches the 
arave, and why, in that awful hour, which tries the soul, does he-te. 
ounce, ag: delusive and ruinous, his irréligious tenets?’ The truth ibe 
fie Hever possessed any such assurance, substantiated by adequate 
oh, ROG te possess it does not lie within the range of possibility. 
i pies isbelieved; because he waghostile to the truths. which the 
miain to the restraints, which it imposes, to the duties, which 
RE inds ‘and to ine sanctions, which it exhibits. Its. doctrines: are. eM ae 
in oe that pride of intellect, which almost scorns to receive leh  § 
* gone hem heavenly wisdom, and to that -pride of virtue, which ame 9 
“@Peh ia itself distinguished excellence and abundant merit. It) % S, 
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[ts duties are an irksome dragger, | at which all the feelings 
: ts ndous, and to sin, with the 











vrevdli Jis sanctions are tng 
ofa day of reckoning and o&% state of fearful retribution, would 


“Milthe delights of 1G. mingle gall in the cup of pleasure. Be. 
_eguse unwilling to believe, he doubts. He: is able t to start here and 
. thére a difficulty, and to eonjure up here and there.an objection; none 
of them, to 4 humble, well-informed and dispassionate mind, of serious 
moment. With these he forfeits his doubts, till, fmalty, they rise to a 
\ gegree of strength, bordering on persuasion. . The alarming aspect of 
death renders him honest. It dashes to the ground the shield, which 
t desires and abandoned habits had interposed between him and 
“ponviction, and truth flashes upon his mind to alarm aud torment him. 
» Heat length knows, that.he never had reasons, sufficient to warrant 
him in rejecting and reviling christianity; and he now feels, in his in- 
| most soul, a-deep and an involuntary impression, that it is. true, and 
pamakes to anguish and horror, 


. We feel ourselves impelled. to pause and observe here, how, strong % 


x ‘the évidence in support uf christianity must be, since it. has ‘Carried. 
»gonviction ta the minds of millions of-the wisest and most learned of 
mankind, by whom this religion has been not only revered. and loved, 
sbut also cherished and defended by their labors and often by_their 

-.-plood ; and since none.of its adversaries, however preeminent for ins 


‘ofellectual greatness, and however signalized, by the extent of their-re~ 


sogearches, and the compass and variety of sheir knewledge,: nor even 
allits foes, by their combined efforts, have been able to disprove: its 
‘¢laims, s0 as to ensure the unbeliever confidence and tranquility, in 


a that awful hour, when he is called to go and make the eventfyl ial : | 


ii sMomentous trial, whether it be from God, or..not. 

‘The reasoning by which infidels attempt to. account, without injury 
“to their cause, for the dismay and retractions of their brethren, when 
‘@n.a dying bed, is most inconclusive and fallacious. It fails totally: of 
(y@olving the difficulties, which it professes te remove, and, were “they 

»»not in love with darkness, did they not wish to shun .conviction, they 
- + Would read, in the last hours of those, who have rejected christianity, 









5 edeither to their judgments, their consciences, or their hearts, and 
press on to that awful precipice, down which those, who have gone be- 
_» fore them, have plunged beyond the reach of mercy and the visits of 
hope..—Often, in the Closing period of life, those, who have been cheer- 

_’ @d in health by the sootisding persuasion, that all, of every character, 
» tate destined:to heaven, find their belief shaken, become need, that 
_ Ahey have been resting upon the sand, and dare no longer. to so, 





- frail a basis their eternal hopes. In bitter retrospection and tormenting : 


“fears, they pass the remnant of their days, und in agonising. anxiety, 


OMe they enter the world of spirits; except, in-those favored: 


Which, from bumble faith and heart-felt contrition, hope aioe. leet 


4a g lessons, on the weakness and the dangers of unbelief. But, 
> ‘With infatuation, as blind, as it is deplorable and fatal; they ‘disregard © 
“oxy _ every admonition they close their minds against every appeal, eddress-. ” 
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eate.and bless the hqur of their departure. Others, however, who 
corded withthem in sentiment, are, ps, only. Jed. to regret 3 


fluence of disease upon the-mind, patalizing its operations and insane 
it with chimericai apprehensiong, or they, proceed to deride rm 


he dupes of cowafdice and superstition,.who basely desert, at last. 

eause, which they had espoused. In-that trying day, the man of vp, 
tue, who had disbelieved the. reality of yitak religion, and who c 
‘adopted andstren”~"sly maintained the opinion, that mere common. 


place morality, wow..answer in the room of christian. holiness, and. the i 


jax religionist, who had fixed his-dependance on the rites of his chuzh, 

on outward regularity, and adecent attention to theform of =m 
become alarmed, give up, as untenable, their refuges of lies, and obtain 

no relief from the goadings of remorse, and the apprehensions of fear, im 


less, in.mercy, they are led to find peace-at the foot of the cross, But 


those, who resembled them, instead of being led.to amend heir. own 
opinions, ascribe their change of sentiment to imbecility of mind, gen, 


erated by disease, perhaps sneeringly pity their delusion, and continue . 


to encourage themselves with the shadow, while they coldly disregani, . 
or contemptuously spurn the substance, of moral and religious .exee} 


 s lence. 7 ae 
Those, who have neglected the blessings of the gospel, and: lived 


: prey the present world, when they come to lié on a dying bed,,um — 






fs conscience and a complete dereliction of the divine spititja 


Jax, | 
ON tee 


seas - 


mind be-stupified, and the feelings-blunted by the deadening ff 
of disease, or they be cursed with so sore a judgment,.asg’ 


“wake toa sense of their guilt and their folly. Bitterly do they deplore . & 
their disregard ofeGod and salvation, the means.of grace undervahied ig 


and slighted, the precious day of mercy and hope proidigally. w . 


a8, arent Sag and the wonderful patience of heaven contem- § 
ed or heinously abused. With gladness, eager:and joyful beyond x 


pression, were it in their power, would they recal the time, which la 


‘passéd away, and- possess once more the opportunities of becoming. 


wise-and holy and happy, which are gone forever... With hearts, swélk - 
fog with anguish, and with eyes, gushing. with tears, de they bewail 


| infatuation; and, in strains. of solemn admonition, and of warm) § 
and pathetic intreaty, do they urge those, around them, not tovesteem  § 
religion, a subject, which demands, attention only by the by, and notto » 


defer, till theirgun is going down, all concernfor the soul, all thought 
of eternity, eparation for heaven. - He, who has not again: and 

witnessed. death-bed relentings and death-bed. regrets. and warn 
ings, cannot often have ministered. atthe couches of the sick an: dy- 


ing, or often have been present. to behold the scenes there exhibited, 


scenes, which, ifany method of-instruction were, of itself, adequate ito 


teaeh man wisdom, would leave none, who come within reach. of theit: : 


{nfluence, uniustructed and unreformed, _—_—. ‘a 

| What is the effect, which occugrences, like these, produce upom 

those who observe them? .They may make-a transient -impressiol, 
" may excite heart-felt commisseration, draw forth the. tear of pity, and 


impel: to some laudable purposes; that they will carefully avoid'a con: ik e 
dition 20 wretched; aclose of lifesoawful. © But the intervention of a q 
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fron beneath’them, when most they need support. The tenets, hg y 
shall then find to be untenable. The confidence and expectatio. 


a 


few days deadens their. sensibility, allays their fears, erases from: their 
memory the vivid recolleetion of the recent spectacle of wo, and gives 


- tothe winds all thought and*design of an immediate and effectual at 

_¢ention to their immortal interests. 

"> ‘Often, and deplorably often, is it the. faé#, * that individuals, 
who have hung~ suspended over ‘the grave, ‘whose bosoms’ 
have there been. wrung. with remorse and agitated by fear, and 


who fave with prayers and tears implored longer life, that they ght 


| geek ‘and find salvation, when; beyond all eres they have ‘been ¢ 


ack from the gates of death, forget their feelings and intreati z their 
oses and vows and pass en as heedless, as before, of religion, of 
nént and eternity. Perhaps, with weak and disgracefol- shame, 
they may blush on account of their-alarm,.or, with shocking: effron 
‘aid:presumption, they may even laugh at their — as idle and Age 
hous. 

‘Thus to disregard the stint ower’ and warnings, whieh death-bede 
sford,is to act with something, worse, than the: thooghtlessness and 
delusion of childhood, which never thinks of dangers, which are’ out of 
sight. Itis a near approach to idiot folly or maniack infatuation.” | 

A Weath-bed’s’ a detector Of the heart.” 
*Awfal and alarming, beyond all that we yoay now ining HE will : 






| + tl try oursouls.”° It ‘will render’ us honest and rouse us toa 


¢e ofour réal'characters. It will brush away the deception, 


| . ‘wilich, we may have practised! upon ourselves, convince ts of the 


hod of Our principles, ‘and: display to.us tbe unsoundness of our virtues: 
and the futility of our hopes: | It will operaté”’upon our minds, as ° upon. 
those of bifiers. ‘Tfwe aet with common prudence, therefore, ' we shall 

feat to rest our dearest interests, upon a foundation, ‘which cum 






tev, it last, renounce, if we ‘hold thém fast, tifl the closing 


‘whith fail them, will also fail-us, and into that wo and ruin, into wh 
— sink, shall we descend. ” asc: 

appy would it be Mr all, would theylearn to profit by the errors ie 
the falls of others. When Who have coincided -with us in eur: 
epinions, ahd who have accompanied us in our practice, abandon us, 
and enjbrace different principles, and enter upon'a new course of life, 


ifis & warning té us, to survey the ground, en which we stand, and 





‘und discretion must loudly demand, that we should “awake to the 


Most full; rigid, cautiods and dispassionate éxamination of our senti- 
ments and our conduct. If we would comply with what is alike the 
fnjtinction of duty amd intetest, we must make it an object of constant 
and watclifol care, to adopt no principle, to perform no action, and to 
Yely on no traits of character, which will not ‘Abide every trial, the 
strictest test of diviné truth, the severest scrutiny ofour own conscien- 
ees, the solemn (rial of a dying hour, and the’ fiery trial of the he tay of 
judgment. : 
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‘ on The SABBATH. NO. 111 ein 
oe 


The publication, from the Panoplist, of a series of Essays on the Sabbath, Hays 
ing been commeneed in the Adviser, we feel ourselves called upon tolaythg 
remaining Numbers before our readers, and, in doing it, we presume, thatwe 
consult the wishes of those, who have received the former volumes of this works AP 

ut, had we no other inducenient, the-singular importance of the subject and 
the ability, with which they are written, the research, which they display, tha 
instructions, with which 'y are ae and the arguments, which they: | ae 
nish, in vindication of the perpetuity of the Sabbath, and of the necessityiofg’ - 
strict and conscientious.observanice of that holy day, would afford motives amply - 
sufficient to elisure them a place in our ‘pages. | Bp... 


Thé Perpeiuity and Change of the Sabbath: 


Bs iii le . i + 4 

It obviously, results from the divine appointment of the Sabbath id 
Paradise, that, it must be obligatory upon the whole human family 
the end of time ; unless it can be made to appear, either, first, that thé 
law respecting it has éxpired by its own limitation’, or, secondly, that 
it has beeti formelly repealed by God himself: . These two being the 
only ways, in which any of his institutions can either be set aside,or. 
lose the smallest degree of their original binding force. When menim 
piously presume to make void the law by their traditions, they do itab 
their peril. No human authority may ever interfere with the appoint: — 
ments of Jehovah. It would be infinitely less daring and absurd, for. 
the meanest subject of the greatest earthly potentate to declare the-fun- 
damental laws of his empire null and void, than for man, who isa. 
‘worm, to rise up against his Maker, and attempt to set aside his dacred — : 
institutions. ‘The ceremonial law of the. Jews, commonly talled the - ay 
law Of Mosés, was in its nature limited and temporary. No other na 
tién was ever bound by it, and even fo.the Jewsghemselves it wason> 
ly a shadow of good things to ‘come._.-When the Messiah, who wat 
prefigured in its costly rites and ceremahies, came; it had begun to wax 
old and soon after vanished away. __/ hs Ee ae 

Not so the law of the holy rest ordained in Paradise. It is a law of 
universal and perpetual obligation, for, first, it never can expire by its 
own limitations. The reagon is it contains no limitations. The 
terms, ini which it is promulgated, are general and.indefinite. And a 
Blessed the psi. | Nee ged SE because that in it he had ni 
_ from all his works, which God created and made. Now if this solemi 
consecration of one seventh part of time imposed an obligation upon our 
first parents to keep that part of time holy, it obviously imposes thé 
sanie obligation upon all their posterity; no intimation whatever being 
given, that the observarice of the sacred institutian was intended to be 
confined to a part of mankind, in the first ages, or to any limited period — 
eftime. The law, then, still remains in full force, and will so remain; 
throogh all succeeding generations, unless God has scen fit, or sha 
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ver see fit, torepeabit.. ‘This 1 will venture to observe, second: - 
| aaa not done. Let those, who think he has, point‘out the repeal: 
ing act. It will be easy for them to show that the Jews, immediately 
the resurrection of Christ, were released. from their obligations 

eop the seventh day of the week. But this does not touch the ques- 

ne They may prove, too, that the Jewish Sabbath was never bind 
ei nm converts to. Christianity. But neither is this at all 

purpdse. It is igeumbent on them to point us tothe 

2 = verse, where the institution of the holy reat of one severith p | 
4 ¢, which was originally enjoined, is explicitly annulled. : 
! /Whad been said, as I am well aware, that the repealing act is tecord: 
hin two places : Rom,:xiv. 3,8, and Col. ii. 16,17.. Let these: passa: 
yes be examined, not as detached independent: texts; butas connected 
a of the epistle, in which-they occur: - One man, saith the inspir? 
ed-writer to the Romans, esteemeth ore day above another ; Foy eather 6s- 









‘the apostle’s meaning here? That the Sabbath was abies when. he 
jwzote, in so far at least, that it became-a matter of indifference what 
‘tay of the week, or whether any day was kept holy? Surely those, 
“ho put this construction. upon the passage, iently err, not - “knowing 
Scriptures. 

eeery alteritive reader of the New Testaitient rnust have obierved, 
iat the Jewish and Christian dispensations were for some time blend- 
td together; the former being gradually abolished, and the latter ‘as 


} rem takivig its place: Hence arose some unhap y disputes mo 
n3; between the advocates of the two di ' 


the Jewish converts thought themselves and others bourid to ahherve 
the ritual law, in the same manner as before they embraced 
ity: Most of the Geritile convert, on the other fad; maintained, that 
i "ge the ritual law was abolished, no further — to its vatious ‘Maline. 
8 of meats, days. dc. was admissible. ‘T’o pit an end to these dis- 
s, and induce the disputants to exercise. mutual forbearance; a 
a bat antto dda dlgpations. or one bcos tha 
1; but. not to ‘ one believet 
tat all things. Another, whe is weak, eateth herbs. Let no 
vateth despise him that eateth not ; and let not him vihich ec not 
im that eatcth ;.for God has received him. - Who art thou ans judgest 
unother man’s servant ? To his own master he standeth or falizth ; a, he 
‘phall be holden wu p,for God is able to make him stand. Oné man ¢s 
Sie ching abo another $ another estecmeth everyday alike. Let ever 
inan be fully persuaded in his on mind. rorkth id dey teat re- 
hardeth it unto ito the Lord, dni that regardeth not the “ot: to. cE 
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id thanks ; rand nsihaboattek ot, to the Lind Rosalie 
‘God thanks. © It is plain from every word of pet ae aad thatthe 


“a * eee to the controversies which had unhappily regia the 


rvance of ihe ceremonial law. But-the pom te 
‘as a season of rest and — worship, wes not a part of that aw law: 


A 


ee? 


































































26 : Selected Articles. das, a 


a 


It was appointed and sanctified, more than 2,500 years before the pal 
Was given. Some things required of fhe Jews,» in keeping it, mage 
perhaps be ceremonial; but the institution itself could no :more a 
rogated, than any, other moral precept, as a part ‘of the Jewish.» 
Indeed, it is.very doubtful, to say the least, whether the: "passage ms 
der consideration. contains the slightest reference to the’ seventh. as | 
Sabbath. . There were many otherdays in every. year;: the. io 
observance of which was strictly enjoined in the law of Moses. Aye 
therefore, that.can fairly be gathered frem:the apostle’s.. words, is, tha 
the Christians of that time might, or might not, regard those feast | 
just as. they. thought fit, provided they acted “conscientiously. Itong 
convert thought it his duty to regard any partieular day according, tp, 
the ritual, he mightdo 80; while another, who considered. the whale 
Mosaic dispensation as abolished, was not to be blamed for dec 
tu. unite with his brother insuch an.observance. On this peint, every 
one must be fully persuaded in his own mind, and act. accordinglys. — 
If, then, God has.abrogated the Sabbath,.we must look chev aarne 
the repealing act; for surely it is not found here. oo 
. _, Let.us.then turn to Col. ii. 16, 17, and. see if we can-find- it thendaae? | 
The words of the apostle are, Let no man, ore, judge you in meily 
or in drink, or in re of on holy: day, or of the new moon, or ofthe 
Sabbath days; which are a shadow ‘things to come : but the body a 
Christ. . Here, say those who maintain that the Sabbath is a 
here we have the repealing-act, in terms as explicit, as human | es 
cau furnish... The-Colossians, and of course allvother Christians; are ~ 
excused, as well from observing the Sabbath days, as the new moons 
and other Jewish festivals. pant 
To this construction of the words just. quoted, which strikes atthe ” 
foundation of the Christian Sabbath, not less than three oR 
can be.given. | oy 
In the first place, the, construction takes for granted the cxseoilis' 
thing which ought to be proved, viz. that the apostle is a an 
of the weekly. Sabbaths... I say this ought te be proved ; 
well known, the ceremonial law required the Jews.to keep mpaomte 
Sabbaths every year. ‘Thus, for example, they were commanded'td | _ 
keep the first day of the seventh month, and also the tenth day ofthe § | 
same, as a Sabbath, through their Pd sparonage See Lev. xxiii: And 
the Lord spake unto Moses, ae hes te peak unto the children of Israel,say> 
ing, In the seventh month, in. ee month, shall ye havea 
Sabbath ; a memorial of blowing of trumpets,an. holy convocation. . a 
shall do no servile work therein. Also, on the tenth day of this seventh 
month, there shall be a day of atonement. Ye shall do no manner of 
work ; it shall be astatute Saas > oe wi generations, in all-your 
dwellings. It shall be anto you a Sabbath of rest, and ye shall afid _ 
your souls... Now, when it is considered, that all.the other things met- 
tioned by the apostle in the passage before us, such as meats, drinks, 
and festivals, belonged to the ceremonial law, why might not the’ Sab- 
bath days, which he speaks of in the very same verse, be the cerema- 
pial Sabbaths of ihe Jews just mentioned, and not their regular weekly 9 
Sabbaths ?. The ipa Lam sure, cannot be proved ; and, until ge wa 
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* proved, the text cannot in the least affect the perpetuity of the saered 
- gest, which was frosh the beginning. This is my first answer" But 
- _.@eeondly ; allowing, what cannot be proved, that the apostle refers 

‘tothe ordinary. Jewish Sabbath, and excuses every body’ ynder*the 
| Ghristian dispensation, from observing this day, what does: it amount 
4o1) To nothing more than this, that the observance of the seventh 
day.of the week was no longer obligatory. A Sabbath must'still be 
kept, though the day might be changed, and wasintended to bechang- 


¢@in commemoration of our Lord’s resurrection. If, on the‘one hand; 
“gach of the Jews as acted conscientiously were not to be jadged, :or 
_gondemned, for adhering for a time toa dispensation, which was'van- 
ing away, neither on the other, were those Christians, whether Jew- 
| jh or Gentile converts, to be condemned for forsaking at once the 
| a ,and adopting the Christian dispensation. ‘This ismy second 
 pnewers , pestle 
ibe third I shali..ive in the words of an able. foreign writer! ~ “ It 
jsevident from the context,” says he, “ that the apostle was 
of the ordinances of the ceremonial Jaw, for the neglect of ‘which no 
Mbristian was to be condemned. Blotting out the hand writing of ordi- 
nances that was against us, which was Contraty tous, and took it out 
the way, nailing it to his cross : Let no man therefore judge you in meat 
a win dink, or ep of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the Sab- 
: 8. 
jaa an this passage the.apostle is elearly speaking of burdensome ordi- 
_ Bances: of something thet was against them, and contrary to the spir- 
ituality of the Gospel. But can any pious person~ conceive, that the 
spe of one day in seven in spiritua] services, in the deiightfulem- __ 
loyment of social worship and other religious exercises, could *be - 
_fanked by the holy apostle amongst the things which were -against 
Ohristianity and contrary to it? Was that institution, which. the ‘peo- 
¢of God had been commanded to call a delight, holy of the Lord, and 
honourable, now to be esteemed of so carnal a nature, as to be ranked 
Amongst the things which Christ took out of the way, nailing 2 to kis 






2 i apt Were those holy persons, whe had been accustomed to adopt. 


i elas 
a ge oo 
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language of the Psalmist, I was.glad when they'said unto me, let us 
_ §0up to the house of the Lord, aow taught toesteem a day spent in such 
Services, as a part of that yoke, which acither the apostics nor their fathers 
mere able to bear ? We omst destroy all just ideas of the effeets which 
the preaching of the gospel was intended to produce, before we can ar 
opt such an interpretation of the apostle’s wetds.”. = * 

» This train of reasoning might be pursued much farther; but it seems 
tome quite unnecessary to enlarge. ‘The above extract can, I think, 
hardly fail to strike the reader’s mind with the force of demonstration. 

. And now, in view of all that has been said, the question B. 
perpetuity of the Sabbath atands thus. It is a divine nota human in- 

_ ttitution ; and therefore incapable of being abrogated “by any humas 


wathority. It was ordained. and sanctified in Paradise. It aéVer can 










expire by its own limitations ; becaase it has none. Its abolition is 
not declared, in either of the passages which we have e + Wee 


_-R0t declared any where in the Bible; for no one will pretend, that 
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any other passage can be produced more directly to the purpose, ae 
course, the saered institution has never been abrogated’ by i eas. 
thority. Ifitnever has been thus abrogated, ienever willbe; for el: 
carion of Seripture is full. The institution must therefore’ be iat? 
to the end of the world, Here I might close. Oi thie gioulian night 
confidently rest the question. But a number of other distinctanddgs | 
, present themselves as auxiliaries to eet! precel. 
ding; and it would be ungrateful to dismiss themfrom the service, 
~ Ly The institution of thé Sabbath, in paradise, before the fallyitam 
riishes a’strong argument for its perpetuity. We should havetiesg- _ 
apt fo think; perhaps, that while our first parents retained theirpria 9% 
_ tive holiness; ‘it could’ answer no valusble purpose to enjoitupy, 4 
them the religious obgervance of ‘any particular day,in as mi " ihe F 
they loved God wit with all their heart, and were disposed to'spend every. 
day im hisservice. They could:net need the Sabbath, as a season oh 
rest from toils; such as they were afterwards doomed to expefiengey 
for their labor,-if labor it might be called, was most easy and invigorm: 
ting. ‘They had only to dress the garden and keep it. toi), 
ae the great Epic Poet expresses it, , 


= Taney .. erehen sufficed, 
0 recommend coo zep made ease 
More easy, whelesome rt and 4, spate. 
More gratetul—-_—__——— 








God was; however, pleased to enjoin upon them: a stated weekly’ 


mission of their gentle and deligh{ful care, that they might have’ iG i | 
ing to divert their-attention from the far more animating-em) ploy ments” 





of united praise and adoration, For the same reason, that it was ti, | 
Ye and the privilege‘of the first human’ pair to Keép the Sabbatli; be 
ir apostacy, wouldit have beem the daty and the privilege ofall’ — 
their posterity to keeprit, ifsin had never entered the world. ‘Butho 
" much more do’ we, faifen creatures, need such'a season of rest f 
laborious ymentstu which we are doomed? How much 
‘We, who have image of God, and are ‘prone continually” oom 
gét our obligations and d-pendenge, need the leisure and the solénin \ 
stillness ofthe Sabbath to recal us from our wanderings, and assist Us” & 
in our preparations forheaven ? Had man in his rimitive state ft 
totally depraved, and’had he since been made petfectly holy as Adam | § 
| was before the’ fall; “iid the ‘Sabbath, moreover, been given* hi, 
‘while wandering and loving to wander ; it might have _been plaus i 
argued, after the happy r 
ger necessary: Bat what canbe” more i tide to udoptrthe ei 
verse of the argument end say, that @ reli ‘institution, whieh God, 
saw necessary for nian in innocency, has ceased: to’ be necessary for. 
himsince the fal? And: yet, this is the absurd conclusion to which all 


eee against the perpetuity of the ‘Sabbath unavoidably, 


Vise 


2: Mat the Sabbath is not» ceremoni but a moral institution, a ee? 
perpetual obligation, is put beyond all reasonable - doubt 
is rng ingorporte int The deelogue Strange itis, that W, | 
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peo! ofthe fourth command should ever be poke oe 
ich creamer are moral duties ‘Wher was written: 


albert Saumen-ventita tars 
fa Well, then, ‘what is the law? ‘Does it phon sto 


meer be what was written on wa wo tables of stone, and laid up with 
| Ser airere stil obligatory. tit 


, comprises only @ part; then ‘the law, 
igOrivinally divenl to Moses; i defeedtve And if any ore of ‘the tett 
| A es may be rejected without authority, why” may” not 

ther; or even the whole ? “If we may: consider the fourth as" Having 


- waxeflold and vanished away, why not the first, the second: andl so on, 


the last? ‘Phey all restop the same ground and must stauid or fall to: 


But not to insist any longer, upon what’ is * iristamped on the: ‘very. 
igo? the law, let’us turn‘ to our Lord's Sermon on the mount; and 
Siflie has not there settled the question for ever. Think not, 


4 Hat I am come to destroy the’ lays or the prophets : Foran 


they, but off. For, verily F say unto’ you, till ‘heaven’ and earth, 
one jot; or one tittle, shall in np wise pale from the lav, ult ail be. 
i. Let these who would set aside one whole section of the 'taw, ” 
Well'éonsider the curse, which immediatly follows. ” Whosoever, | 
fits shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men 90, 
‘shall galled the least in the kingdom of heaven. ‘hat is,” says the 
iheious Scott, “either no true disciple at all; or one of the mest 
istent and mean of the whole conipany.” ‘Mat. v, £7, 18,°99 
‘Phat Christ was speaking hére, not of the céremonial but of the wire 
‘is most evident; because he proceeded’ immediately ‘to e 
ie Oth, 7th, and 8th commands of the decalogué.* If he had intent 
‘to abrogate one tenth part of the law, would he have saidy-that ‘he 


| : Petnce todestroy it? Would he, without giving the least\ intimation, 


repeal, or intended repeal, of one important section, have declar-. . 


* Bd}that one jot; or one'tittle; should inno mise pass from the lan? 


he'was not in the habit of gi vias we such loose and 


‘fSeripture. He spoke plainly and positively’ in’ this Seti, “i 


a the nature and obligations of the law. ‘He doubtless 


| & his words 'sheuld be taken in their most obvious meaning ; and, 
a relative to 


we have hig authority for considering the command, 
the-Sabbath, as really and as strongly binding on tlie in yieedaie aie 
ng generations, as any part/of the moral: ca is ‘The Lora” 
m8, tet and mh shall sara aie vosgllen 
he perpetuity of the Sabbath is plainly not 
dy Christ, Marie ii. 27,28. And he said unto them, gic 


was made for man, and not ses tae The ten 
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of man is. Lord aloo ofthe Sabbath. If the Sabbath: was. a vil 
stitution, originally designed for the benefit of-man, why should en a 
be for his benefit to have-it continued under the Christian disper 
tion ? Could the great Lord of the Sabbath intend: to deprive higifo.. 
lowers of one of the most important means, which: the sainis had ey, 
enjoyed, of preserving true religion in the world,and of f inene, 
sonal holiness ? No, surely. The wise and gracious economy « ¢ oe 
towards ,his people was, from the beginning, gradually to increasegy 
diminish their privileges.. It a end adinitted, that these priv. 
leges are more and greater under the Gospel, than they ever wepeva 
any period, before the establishment of the Christian Churehw: Big 
take away the Sabbath, and it may confidently be affirmed, that thes 
would be less.. For experience has abundantly proved, that even, 
forms of religion cannot leng be maintained, where the Sabbathiis dig. 
carded. . I shall only add, under this head, that as Christ was: Lonigf 
ihe Sabbath, had be intended it should cease, he could have repealed ~ 
the law... He did not repeal it ; therefore it still rémains in force. § 

4. Itisacommon argument, and I think a forcible one, in. fayoraf 
the perpetuity of the Sabbath, that, in speaking of the final desig — 
tion.of Jerusalem, our Lord directed his disciples tg pray, thatthelr | 

ht from that devoted city might not be in. the winter, nor onthe 
day. The argument concisely stated is this. Christ was speake 

ng of an event, which was not to take place till about forty year I 
the Sabbath was ever abolished, the abolition took place near:thetime. 

of the setting up of the new dispensation, or soon after Christ's resut. 
rection. But if the Sabbath were to be abolished then, whydidhe — 
speak of it as an institution, which would exist,.and be binding, soma 
ny years afterwards? Why did he direct his disciples to pray, that 
their flight might not he on the Sabbath day, when, according tothe 
supposition, they would no longer be under obligations to reganhoné» 
day-as holy, more than another ? . ve ad 

5. The perpetuity of the Sabbath is “menifestly capable of being 
proved from the words of the Apostle.Paul, Ram. iii. 31. . Do meth 
make void the lam through faith? God forbid, yea we establish the 
Now what is.it to establish a law:?.. To wast it, deubtless, wil 
retrenchment or dimunition ? Could it be truly said, that the moral 
was established through faith, or by. the plan of: salvation. which thé 
Gospel reveals, if an essential part of the law, to wit, the fourth om | 
mand, were really abrogated ? 

6. It is evident, I think, from what the Apostle says,-Heb.. ive ‘that 
the Sabbath is a typical institution... Having spoken of the: seventh 
day Sabbath, and referred to the change from that to the first day, of — 
sr I shall. have occasion to take notice more’ particularly in anoth- 
er place, he observes, verse 9, There remaineth therefore'a. rest 10 thepeo 


ple of God. "Therest of the holy Sabbath is an earnest to .God's A i 


ple of that eternal_rest, which ‘is reserved for them in heaven. - In 

er. words, the sabbatical rest, appointed by Ged in Paradise, .is : 

i the an the rest, or sabbatism, which remains in the world of ia 
3 the anti Now itis the nature-of a type to continue . until its 


use ig superceded by the antitype. Thus the typical institutions of 
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| the fe ceremonial law continued in force till Christ came, to wi 
yoo and mediatorial work they referred, and in whonr they were 
.. The earthly Sabbath, then being a type of the ‘heave 
esheoatinue till all the people of God shall have entered into. 
| eleinal-rest, when there will -beno ‘more occasion for® it. “In other 
must mae nate the end of the world.. © ° 
ait to oes: farthot: continuo ‘oie *dadaail 
eae? : the Sabbath, that it has been religiously kept by ‘the ~ 
saints,in every age, from the resurrection’ of ‘ist, ‘to 
ttime. I might, also, avail myself of the aid of 
drawn from the application of ancient prophiceies” *@or : 
. Bat really I cannot think it necessary. If God instituted 
and has never abrogated it ; then it must be perpetual.— 
not one jot, or one tittle, cah ever pass from the law, then must ‘the 
atbath'be perpetual. If the Sabbath existed when Jerusalem “was 
soyed; if the law is not made void but. established: through faith; 
"Sabbath is typical of the heavenly rest, then must it valle 
|: In a word, if all,orif only one, of the above arguments be 
e, then is ‘the perpetuity of the Sabbath unanewerably estab- 


ennt do justice to myself without a) momentary digression hele 
torinform the reader, who may begin to look with impatience® for ie, 
 qptofthis number, that I have been insensibly drawn to a length of 

discussion, which I had not contemplated ; a trespass, which I hope 


‘willbe pardoned, when the importance of the subject is duly consider: — 


“ae ta cohen apse peat many ‘minutes 


ae day, without. divine aanenegs Which day then did they 
Keepasholy time ? ‘The first certainly. It was on the evening of 
| thefirstday of the week, being the very day-of Christ’s resurrection, 
that he-appeared in the midst of his disciples, who were evidently as- 
sembled'for social worship, and said unto them, Peace be unto you— 
On the next first day of the week, they assembled again, when their- 
: Lord repeated his visit and his blessing; John xx. 19; 26, us 
Pifty days after the resurrection, it. being the first-day of the: meek, 
lliey were all with, one accord in ane place, when their ascended Savior 
| put @peculiar honor upon the day by the miraculous effusion of the Ho- 
ly Ghost upon the Apostles, and by the conversion of thousands, under © 
hoa nt of one of their number; Acts, ii. It was on the 
the weck, that the disciples came together to break bread, and | 
‘Pant preach, at Troas 4 Actsxx. 7. The church at Corinth was 
.7 to make contributions, on the first day of the meek, for the re- 
o Me their indigent brethren; and a similar order had before been given 
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by the Apostle, to the churches of Galatia 5 1 Cor. xv. 
unquestionably the first frst day of of the 

ceived the honorable and a 

paith the beloved disciple, « the 
These facts are, I conteive, 


- forward kept. the first vil 
be decisive in regard to the propriety and aut 


tles syed age reason-of the chatige is not vcore 
es the question, But ihe rem af the cha The Sa 


fra eanmnemrse the completion of the stupendous work oftere; | ee ) 


God's resting from all his work was. dufficient reason y 
Bac i an porta the rentembranve of the grapd evdity: 
testing every seventh day: But the. redemption of man. was a far mon 
stupendous work, than the création of the world. How ratioiialignd 
proper then, thatthe day on which this greater work was completed; 
viz. the day of Christ's @ resurrection, should be observed as a ! 
and holy rejoicing, throughout all succeeding gerierations ! How olwis 
ous the propriety. of honoring the divine Redeemer; by keeping: that. | 
day holy, on which he vested from all his work, as God ded from his: r 
_ But to proceed; the reality and divine authority of the chang : 
consideration, is, I think, completely established thus. Christ declared 
to be. Lord of the Sabbath day} Johu says; I was in the spirton 
the. Lord’s day. The argument founded on.a comparison of these/two. 
| yay a ey orale If Christ was Lord of the Sabbathjand — 
the Lord’s.day mentioned by John was the first day of the weekylat 
. taost undoubtedly it. was; then the first day of the week is the Chris : 
tian Sabbaih. eer 


_ Again the prophtetica language. ofthe Psalmist lends to the aa 
ion : Psalm exviii. 24... Having‘ spoken. of 2 


corner, the. Psalmist adcs, This is the day which the: hath made; we 
will rejoice and be.gladin it. .'The- wt here referred to was evidently § 
the very day when @hrist was made head of.the‘corner; and thatwol 
_the day when hetriumphed over death and:the grave. Of course; that 


is the day, on which Christians. should eccoreteareines Gina; aongin atbet 
words;.it is the Ohristian Sabbatby ZL. 


Ohrist by the Jews, and his subsequent exaltation ibe ie 
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FROM THE REPERTORY; 


AN ORATION: 


, 


ON THE MORAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. | 
d at the Publick Commencement of Pamnng ng J C bya 


a Mie th Aug, 1814. By Mr. Joel H. Linsley, on 
ee Ejeneedination, And for the degr Lege 9 te 


‘J am aware that an attempt to discuss didactic subjects,or to impress 
tous moral truths, on an occasion like the present, cannot of- 

er in its defence, the sanction of custom, Against such an 
, the speaker persuades himself, that there exists no valid’ ob- 
It is searcely possible, that an assembly composed of the citi- 

bore a country, distinguished for the general diffusion of 

and virtue, should possess a -disrelish for any inquiries, tending to en- 
lighten the paths of public or private duty. Present before such an 







ai , topics, in the elucidation of which, their own welfare and the 
best interests of society, are vitally. concerned, and they will not refuse 
ee g car, Suffer me then to beg your attention, while I exhib- 
~ j€asuecinct sketch of the history of morals in this country—shew the 
_canses of their visible and alarming decay, ang point out the necessity, 
andthe meany of reformation. : 
he character of the first settlers of these States, is universally 
known.” They. were a body of men, equaily distinguished for the 
soundness of their morals, the purity of their faith, and the piety of their 
lives. Born and educated in an age, long anterior to that, in which, 
the profligate doctrines of a vain philosophy were disseminated, they 


entertained a firm belief of the existence and attribfites of God, and a 


‘ een oe: | ie : 


ee 
ae 


 fulbassurance of the divine inspiration of the sacred volume. Happily 
for them, and for their posterity, they never discovered, that the world 
had its origin in a fortuitous concurrence of atoms—that the ee wea! 
were a fable—that moral obligation existed only in the imagination of: 
the enthusiast—or that the savage was prefarable to the civilized life. 
Sentiments like these never profaned the sanctuary of their hearts— 
\No}; they were a set of men, characterized by peculiar sternneéss of réli- 
gious principle, and singular exactness in the discharge of every reli- 
giousduty. They regarded,every species of -vice, with abhorence.—, 
Prodigality and licentiousness, they always branded with infamy, and 
often punished with severity. ‘The spirit ¢ that animated these venera-_ 
ble fathers of our country, in the early stages of their settlement, may 
be séen in the sumptuary laws—in the penal statutes and criminal pros- 
ecutions of that day; and ifa misguided zeal for the best of causes, or 
. ’n imperfect acquaintance with the rights and duties of the social atte 
Occasionally betrayed them into acts of personal oppression, the 


§ cy.of sound principles, soon corrected their errors, and gave b to 7 


4 ‘Milder and nobler sentiments. I venerate the men,a whose — | 






eee : c A (Gecernare— Winthrop Endicott, &c. Ministers Bacher, De : 
e n, Richasd Mather—Phepherd—Elliot, the ndian Manone Mayhew, 
“§ Wilson, lncrease Mather, and Cotton Mather. “sh 
: 5 ae 
vag 
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_ ed éach other in the discharge of their arduous, and momentous du 
» There was ndt a union of persons in church and state, but a union 


“ees, which followed it, It achievéd for America her liberties, and 


atoke Neal's History of New-England, Vol. 2, p. 612. 
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tible integrity, whose ardent love of liberty, and whose sacred regard 
for the word and worship of the God of Heaven, laid the foundation of 
all that now adorns, and blesges this nation. That invaluable i inst.” 
ment which was formed, as. the safe guard of our civil rights, and relie 
gious ‘privileges, was indeed, the production of latter times, but’ ihe 
apirit of freedom, and sound political wisdom whieh it breathes, wag ge 
herited from our ancestors. 

In a moral and religious view the period of ArH which elapsed be. 
tween the year, 1650, when the affairs of the colonies had become 
tled, churches erected, and: pastors ordained, and-the commencenea,_ 
of the French war in 1755, may be considered the golden age ofom — 
country. - During this interval, the laws for the prevention of gamesof § 
chance, profaneness, intemperance, and the profanation of. the Sabbath, 
were rigidly enforced.a The magistrate and the minister displayed 6 
qual zeal in the defence of osder, and good morals; they mutually aid 
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sentiment, and effort ;—a union which had nothing less for its 
than the promotion of that righteousness which exalts a nation, and the 
suppression of those sins, which are the reproach and ruin of any. peo 
ple. ‘Their concentrated exertions were crowned with signal success, 
Never did any country: exhibit a picture, on which the eye of the chrise 
tian might dwell with niore unalloyed pleasure. Those scenes of inh, 
quity, which modern degeneraey daily presents to our view, were then 
scarcely known. Civil and'religious ‘institutions were. sacred, inthe 
eye of the citizen. Private ambition, and the spirit of party 
dizement, had not yet begun to seatter the seeds of i ae 
undermine the foundations of national prosperity and happiness. ...’ 
smiles of Israel’s God rested en our land, and peace, and plenty, aa 
visited every house, and gladdened every heart. But this scene Was 
too bright to belasting. The war of 1745, introduced foreign troops 

ato our country. With these, considerable. bodies of American s0l-, 

ry Were associated: with them, they tempted the dangers, and pe 


ie 
<a ae agi. nets, ¥r hang 


_ the honors of the embattled field. Unhappily they caught the conta 


gion of their vices. Returning from the camp, that nursery of impiety; 
they carried along with them their depraved principles and corrupt prac- 
tises. These were. gradually disseminated among the mass of the peoples 
The effect may be foreseen. . Looser habits of thinking were, every. 
where, introduced ; the standard of morals was depressed, and the sacred: _ 
ness of religious institutions was diminished. _ Time had not been give 
en for the moral constitution of the country to-regain. its former health 
and vigor, when the struggle for Independence, commenced. a 

If ever there was a.just and necessary. war, it was the war of our reve 
olution. Great, and eminently happy, were ‘many of the consequem= 


eloathed her with military renown. But in doing this, it accomplish- 
ed that fatal work, which every war, and especially every domes 
ea must. inevitably accomplish. It“ poured blasting and mildew’ 
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“over the fresh blossoms of religious principles.in the young, and with- 
‘gred the strength they had acquired in those of riper age, It effected 
a complete change in the moral aspect of the country. That univer- 
‘eal tand regard for religion—its rites—its duties—its. ministers, 
‘and above all for its authority, for which American citizens bad been 
distinguished, seemed irrecoverably lost. Vice, by familiarity had ceas- 
‘ed to appear odicus; and those practices of iniquity, which would once, 


i - pave excited horror, and been. viewed as preludes to the immediate 


vengeance of Heaven, were now beheld without emotion. — I sp: kin 
| ‘general terms ; but I speak. of facts, to the truth of which, ther re are 


any witnesses, even within these walls. The commanding influ 
aw Washington could restore harmony to the jarring political waa 
*-the skill of Hamilton could repair the ruined finances—thei 

iry of the.citizen might build again the waste places, and cause the 


| _ @esolated fields to smile with plenty ; but who could restore to the 


that had been corrupted, its former soundness, or to.the con- 
sience, that had been seared, its former sensibility ?_ Who.could per- 
yuade him to sanctify the Sabbath, and hallow the sacred name of his 
Maker, at the fireside, who had learned to profane both, habitually, in 






————-, Neque amissos colores ance 
Lana refert, medicata fuco :-— ao8 


 APhose'barriers which the wiademn, chalet, of better times Rad 
erected for the security of the publi¢ morals, being once prostrated; ini- 
i Phage 


<9 rolled in like a flood, 


| . 2Bhe first motions of vice, either in individuals, or communities, ate 


ithecked with ease ; but let its primary impulses be disregarded; aid 


& rits movements will soon become rapid, powerful, and at length, irresisti- 









‘ble. In. the one case we see the genile--stream, which: has just 


“parted from its fountain—whose channel may be varied, or its current 


interrupted, at pleasure ; in the other we bebold the furious mountain 
‘torrent, ravaging all the plain, and sweeping before:it the fruits:of the 
garner, and the honors of the field. Corrupt: sentiments and habits 
ontain an inherent principle of lifes growth, and dissemination:At 





jig notenough that they be not fosftred; they are spontaneous—they 






will spring up without labor, and flourish without ‘cultivation, » If they 
#annot be eradicated, their vitality should be impaired, and theif per- 
‘Ricious vigor effectually restrained. ° at | “ies 
«’ Bince that fatal epoch in the moral history ef our country, to whith 
your attention has just been directed, the interests of vital piety have 
been repeatedly and signally blessed. But while religion has give life 
to thousands, irreligion has, slain her ten thousands. Laxness of senti- 
tent and profligacy of manners have gradually gained ground , 


i have extended their conquests, and multiplied the trophies of their en 


el victories, on every side. | 7 9 
- The free commereial intercourse with foreign nations,which follow- 
ed the restoration of peace with the parent country, opened’a broad 
‘Channel for the introduction of licentiousness, bath in principle and — 
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stant tendency toan equilibrium. The nation that has herself 
corrupt, will soon corrupt her neighbors. ‘Those European and: an 
ic states, which were most frequented by our citizens, for the Purposes. 
of interest, curiosity, or pleasure, are not more distinguished by thee 
researches in science, and their improvements in the various elevant | 
_ and usefal arts, than for their refinements in vice and their hardihegy — 
in crime.” It is easy to foresee that an intercourse with such count “a 
although it might increase our wealth, must impair our virtue. Every 
vessel that visited their shores, returned to swell, with fresh accession 
of depravity, the tide of moral evil. Of the poison, thus gradually te 
trodaced, our cities,and large commercial towns, were made the resexn 
voirs! and hence it circulated through every vein, and artery, of the 

About this period, the fell doctrines of infidelity, which the French 
philosophists had industriously sown, sprung up and produced a harvess —& 
of crimes and miseries, unparalleled in the history of man. Of thewa §& 
tb of bitterness which flowed from the polluted fountains of France, 

civilized country on the globe, drank a large, and a 
ara t. Various causes contributed to rank the United States 
the severest sufferers in this general calamity. The friendly : 
tions and political sympathies; which, at that time existed between the 
French nation and our own, by widening the channel of mutual inter. 
course, afforded peculiar facilities for propagating among us the prineé 
ples of scepticism. . These facilities were not neglected. “The work 
of moral rain, was urged forward with zeal, and perseverance. ‘Cie 
' cumstances lent auxifiary aid, and ensured success. In France, 
throne and the altar were already levelled in the dust. Her rel 
‘ ‘and especially her political revolution, was hailed asa new and 
era,in the history oftherights and privilegesofmankind. It was vi 
_ theherald of happier destinies—the scthligcr dineeaeseyuuaaanall Tle | 
states canght the contagion. Fearful discontents menaced 
the peace and even the existenceofthe ancient monarchies. ‘Themints 
of the ignorant, and the vicious, were assailed with every weapon, - 
which the ingenuity of wickedness could invent. An appeal was 
made to all the base and malignant passions of the soul. The people 
were taught to believe that the @stinctions of birth, and fortune, had - 
their origin in injustice, and were subversive of their inborn rights :— 
that as equality was the natural, so it should be the social condition of 
men ; and that all the instifutions of civil and religious order—all the 
laws: by which id@ividuals are compelled to move in their appropriate 
spheres, were nothing less than downright. usurpation. 

With minds thus inflamed by the sense of real, but unavoidable evils, 
and still more by the fear of imaginary distresses,adventurers from every 
quarter of Europe, fled-to this country, as to a kind of political weber 
To these may be added muliitudes of refugees, who were impelled to _ 
desert the land that gave them birth, from no other motives, than the © eo 
-dread of merited punishment for some capital offence, or the hope of un’ 

, hallowed gain. It is needless to inform those who have the’ slightest 
knowledge of our hisfory, what has usually been the character and 
duct of the ee emigrants to our shores, —— them S 
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errr vawonltocaly inatiened vroong thems her Nadine casa 
| and to their exertions she is in no slight degree indebted for her or 


a a a a, a ae 


‘here are tobe found valuable, and eminently useful men ; 
dy it may be safely affirmed that they hate disseminated sta 
of political disorder and moral corruption, with an unsparing 






al tion, and calamitous success among us. 3 
Seeptical philosophy having, as we have seen, entered on. ‘a ‘a 
‘structive career, under auspices by no means unfavorable, her march. 


| wags rapid as it was ruinous. Every day swelled the list of her adher- 
‘ents, and gave her some new victim to adorn her triumphs. ie tA 
threaten 


ric of American virtue was shaken by her assaults, and 
with total subversion. , But the hour of danger was the period of de- 
‘jiverance. ‘The friends of ‘order, of morals and of piety were alarmed. 
exerted themselves for the. preservation of the blessed inherit- 
ance left them by their fathers. 
iilekven was gracious and crowned their efforts with success. ‘The 


| enem a cems but the spirit of the Lord lifted up a 


against ham he interests of religion were signally suc- 
‘coded. Her bulwarks were strengthened,—her watchmen increased 
da numbers and in vigilance; and her champions, girded with armour of 
Celestial proof, valiantly fought and gloriously triumphed, | ~ 
The progress of the French. revolution contributed largely to the 
happy result. ‘The: secret sources of iniquity in which it it had its. 
gin'were now developed. Elated'by past. achi nts and 
‘@fature success, infidelity had laid aside the of Mery ae 
“which, she had concealed the features of a fury, and. the 
sin, and walked forth in all her native deformity. That bag 





‘which just now seemed the emblem of innocence, peace, and Barge 
/wastat once discovered to be the image of guilt, of woe, and deat, 
‘The spirit which animated the breasts of the principal révolutionists, 

“waafound to be a spirit of darkness;-—a spirit which laboured pea extin- 


‘guish all that was splendid in science, to trample .on all that was bie | 
red in custom, and to profane’ all that was holy in religion. Tie 
fic mind was shocked andialarmed, and a change of sentiment and 


‘ing was extensively wrought. Beiore this change however could Hie 
‘ellected, melancholy inroads were made, upon the purity of faith and 
the morality of life which had hitherto survived, and distinguished the 


American character. ‘The tone of opinion and ‘of practice was relax- 
ed,—a host of errors both in politics and religion. was sent forth to 


| Wavage and destroy,—the moral sense was blunted,—the word and 
‘worship of God were to an unexampled degree disregarded, and the 


laws for the protection of religious institutions were contemned an 


‘trodden j in the dust. 


To the causes of national corruption which have already been 
enumerated, we might add the slavery ofthe Africans. But on this 


topic I forbear, Volumes could not develop the -extent of malignant 


influence, which this practice exerts over that section of the, Ur 


: : _ Where it exists. It is ‘an inexhaustible fountain of moral and | , 
> evil. It isthe parent of luxury, sioth, pride, and ambition. _ It nour- 
-‘dshes habits and — utterly repugnant to the spirit of freedom, i 
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tending directly to-the subversion of our republican institutions, y5 
a sin that pleads with fearful eloquence for that Divine vense. & @ 
which sooner, or later, visits upon the oppressor the injuries of a. Bg 
; and it holds a conspicuous rank in the catalogue of offena., BF 
for which this nation now bleeds, and groans. 3 med po, 
~ We shall close this sammary of the causes of moral decay, with the Let 
méntion of one, whose wide influence, and fatal effects, no friend 1  etrid 

his country, or to humanity, can contemplate, but with regret aa & 4 
alarm. I refer'to the extensive manufacture and immoderate cop. © gill 
sumption of ardent spirits. This evil has arisen chiefly from the fe, — {on 
tility of the soil and the consequent superfiuity of those production — whic 
from which, spirituous liquors are extracted: Its dreadful effects iten, — wav! 
hardly be necessary*to describe. .'They are read in history anlog Jy fe 
by daily observation. : ase ey 

It is the peculiar characteristic of the vice of intemperance, that B 
marks for its prey all that is valuable in man. ; It enervates the body, 
stupifies the. intellect, and hardens the heart. It blunts the social an] 
bellcioeh affections,—renders its victim regardless* of reputation— 
cloathes him with rags, and having shorn him of present. enjoyment 
and blighted the prospect of future bliss, sends. him to an untiméy 

ve. ‘ . 

An intemperate use of spirituous liquors, has, in many portions of 
“our country, become the reigning sin. In New-England it has prode 
ced inconceivable moral mischief, and has miserably degtaded her 
- @itizehs, from that lofty eminence of private, and public virtuey: 
which their forefathers once stood. effects in some parts..ofthe 
Middle aed Southern States are still more deplorable. The imagity — 
tion caft scarcely conceive, the poverty, depravity and. misery, it ha 
“occasioned. It has stamped ruin on the farm, and the cottage—de 
basement dnd wretchedness, on the tenant and the lord. It has effee 
pally interrupted the progress of civilization and useful improvement, 

, and has bred an indolence of habit, and a ferocity of temper, disgrace 
‘ful to the citizens. of.an enlightened and christian nation. ‘The tray 
eller beholds witha pained eye, and an a@hing heart, a district of com 
try, on ‘which, the God of nature has la his choicest. gilts 
Jeft unimproved, and presenting a picture of cheerless gloom. j 

‘ Through the influence of these, arifl various other at of | 
degentracy, 2 laxity of sentiment and esenaes has arisen, which no 
man who loves his country, or who desirés the happiness of his fellow 
men, can witness without+painful emotions. In the mean time, the — 
friends of morality and religion, it must be confessed, have not dix § 
their duty. «They have slept over the growing wickednessof By 
this nationy with culpable apathy. The stream of moral a oe 
which:at first moved with a silent and powerless current, has by oe 
ual accessions become an overwhelming deluge, and threatens tosweep'  & 
.away the ‘land-marks’ of our fathers, and. to bury in its bosom the § 
rivileges of their children. The period has arrived when insens* § . 
the state of morals in our country, must be banished.. The § 
peal of alarm should be sounded, and the public mind awakened toa 
sense of public danger. It is time that those who bea the ammt@ — 
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‘aunerica’s hopes, should talon and feel, the perils which menace it. 
@here is a God in Heaven, whose vengeance never sleeps over 
& communities. He will not fail to visit with his fury, the that 
his sabbaths and profanes his name. Already has he come 
fe ofhis place to shake terribly the earth, and to punish her inhabitants.— 
et no ope question the truth of an overruling Providenee, or that the 
tr ns of justice are awarded to.those states, which have’ 
rably corrupt. Search the records of ancient days ;—shew me the 
slitary instance, in which national judgments have nat overtaken na> 
nal guilt. Where are those proud monarchies of the East, against 
as the reward of their fniquities, the prophets of God were com- 
Ted t0 denounce his righteous indignation ? Prophecy has sacred+ 
a gr her predictions. -'They have been blotted from the fate: of 
|* earth, and the seats of their-power and grandeur haye “been ‘con- 
|, ented into dreary deserts. ‘The beast of the forest, long since; roam- 
h their ‘ desolate houses,’ and the bitterns ery echoed through 
‘ pleasant palaces.’ 
cn turn from the view of past ages, and contemplate the evel of 
modern times, we shall find fresh proofs of the momentous truth; we 
enforce. Wherefore was the eastern breeze, but just now load 
ed with the sighs and groans of half Europe? Why have we seena 
ple distinguished for rank and opulence, and r the splens 
-‘@ourof her achievments inscience, arts, and arms, for a series 
ofyears, with the sorest public calamities? Why have We seen the 
fabrick of her ancient government utterly dem@lished, and herself 
| fake to the-dominion of a wild and merciless‘amarchy Law hy have 
weésinee seen her delivered over to a despotism, moré galling, fero- 
tidus; and bloody, than any that ever before scourged the earth ? a 
- despotism which has whitened;‘not only the fields of France, ‘but of 
Europe, with human bones, and fattened them with humapdlood. "The 
answer. is written on the pages of her history, as with a-‘ pen of.tron’ 5. 
Letitbe read, and\remembered. She it is, that drew: her sword 
lowaste the church of the living God, and to- persecute ‘his chile 
dren, ‘ven unto strange cities. She it is, that for centuries, has. dis 
tinguished herself beyond any modern nation, for the deep and univer. 
sil corruption of her morals, and the depravity of her manners. Shé 
itis that by a public act, threw off her allegian€e to the King of Hzav- 
€n;—renouncing hig word and worship, and abolishing the fundamen- 
talordinances of religion.. Let America learn wisdom from the coun. 
sels of experience. Even now, we have begun to taste the -bitterness 
ofthat cup, which France has drained to the dregs. Already has: the 
destroying angel been commissiched to pass through our land, and=to 
Sather multitudes to an early tomb, and war, the heaviest of all those 
- Judgments, with which Divine vengeance afflicts guilty communities, 
- isnow taining its uautterable evils upon nse The devouring sword 
bas again, and again, been bathed in blood; and in many parts of-our 
pauper: theery of Rachael weeping for her children, and to be 
; Wjorted because they are not; has mingled withvevery echo, sigh- 
every breeze. ‘These calamities, grievous as they are, all must 
ecetl to be but a just punishment for mercies slighted aa pintage : 
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abused. The pte€nt, then, is surely no time to trifle. — Imime 
reformation is indispensable. ‘Tis madness to defer.’ mee 
ment’s delay increases the virulence and obstinacy of the ¢iso 
Let us ‘not put off all attempts to save, until the moral constitution hy 
lost its restoring principle, and the most powerful remedies becomely 
efféctual.; ~ te 
“But how, it may be asked, is a reformation to be eye 
that mode, and in that mode alone, by which, national refort 
have always béen achieved.» The public mind must be fully « 
eed, that such .a change is; absolutely necessary ; and that i 
and vigorous éxertion, is able'to effect it. “Each individual must f 
liis own responsibility. _He must be deeply inipressed with the tr 
that it is: not-enough for him to fold his arms, and sigh overt the & 
and afflictions of his‘country. No;—he must-stand forth, up 
battlements:of her peace, her freedom, and her hopes, and lend ii 
to redeem her from the perils,.with which she is surrounded. — 
must bea union of all the wise and the good,—of all those who \ 
and pray for America’s peace. Their hearts must be * kit tc 
for the promotion of the holy cause, in which they are engughlal 
‘ heart of one man. It should be the’ fixed-resolve,—‘ the settle ‘pur. i, 
pose of theirsouls,’ -under God, to accomplish the great work, of if re 
storing a backslidden people, to thuse paths of righteousness, in wW ich p 
their fathers walked ;.and no obstaeles however discouraging, shoul 
be suffered for a mrimetit; to abate their zeal, or paralize their € 
Bet the same‘ exertions be niade to’purify the moral ti oy 
Coalied the*moral habits of our citizens; which have been made tot 
deprave them. Let fountains of religious knewledge be eve 
reopened, and their streams be every where dispersed: 
le Visit the wretched abodes of ignorance, and vice, and misery— 
Let moral aiid religious instruction be conveyed through every possi- 
ble channel, and adapted to every capacity. Let the parent seethat § 
his children are furnished with all the means requisite for their im 
provement in knowledge and-virtue. Let him cultivate in them an 
early taste for pious books. © Lethim imbye their tender minds with 
the principles and engrave on their hearts, the precepts of our.most ho 
ly religion; and to crown the whole, let them see, in his life, a &§ 
example of sobriety, temperance, and’godliness. Let'the mivistersof 
him, who went about doino good, remember their high vocation. On § 
their zeal and fidelity, the salvation of our country greatly depends.— | 
Let them labour unremittingly, in the discharge of the arduous duties — 
of their sacred office. . They are setas watchmen upon the walls, let. 
them not slumber on their posts, but let them sound the alarm at the 
very appearance of danger; and having done all let them mecp in Ste 
erect places over our individual and national sins. 
Let the magistrate too remember that hé is the minister of God, fo 
good to the people; and that he is not appointed to bear the s 
vain: He is the guardian of the lawsi His station is responsibles;— ff - 
atid hé ‘has the oath of God, resting upon ‘his soul, to discharge p= i ee 
fully its momentous duties. Let him see that those laws for the prev 
vention of immoral practices, which have become a dead letter. and 
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B remain on the page of the statute book only as monuments: of out de- 
~B  ceneracy and disgrace, be rigidly enforced. Let not the fear of pub- 
FB Ke opinion deter him from the execution of his high trust... The wise 
and the good will unite for his support, and posterity, at least, shall 
“Yn fine, let eathsindividual whether in a private or publi¢ copeciiy, | 

- gxert Kimselffor the promotion of the cause of truth, and : virtue, an 
 Gelivion, - To give efficacy to: private exertions, let associations. be 
| formed, whose object it shall be, to suppress immoralities, and to aid 
jn the execution of the laws. Let societies be established -in qver 
district of our country, which shall embody the strength, and direc 
the zeal of the benevolent.. Let the affluent provide funds to carry in- 
4o effect the plans which may be devised, for disseminating correct sen- 
timent, and reforming vicious habits,—for reclaiming the miserable 
‘ictims of vice, from the by-paths of guilt and shame, and causing thens. 

{§ walk in the ways of piety and peace. SS rmigt 

~ "Po the efficacy of similar means, and similar efforts, when used to 
corrapt and deprave the minds of men,—when aimed at the vitals of 
teligion and the extinction of whatever is dear to man, all. Europe has 
borne melancholy testimony. . Under God the institutions which I 
_ 4 ‘would recommend, will be equally efficient, in promoting the | 
. & wotkofreform. Let no patriot therefore despair at the mel: 
moral and political condition ofhis country.—There is, in the 























. of virtue, that yet remains to us, a redeeming spirit. Instead of mak: 

| img present evils ground yfdespondency, let them be conv into 

_ incentives to vigorous exertion.. A new era is about tocommenee-— 
The minds of many of our citizens have already. awoke from. their 
perilous slumber. . The virtuous moral influence, embraced in,this na- 
tion, is yet large and powerful. It has begun to exert its strength.— 

‘ The-signal success of -the hitherto. limitted and feeble,¢endeavors. to ‘ 
make head against the torrent of vice, brightens the prospect of the 
future. It should inspire fresh resolution and prompt to new zeal... 

- Let no man undervalue the cause for which we plead.—Itis the 
cause of benevolence ; itdg the cause of God.—America hasbeen ex 
alted to heaven by then of her privileges and the. richness of 

ér blessings. These privileges and blessings she has grossly abused 

unless she repent, iniquity will prove her ruin. . The vials of Di- 
ff Vine indignation will: be poured out .upon her without mixture: and 
+ Uamentation and woe will be the portion of her cup. Reformation can 

§ -Hlone save us from the evils which we feel, and the sorer: j 
Which we fear. The object is great; pursue it with an ardor pro- 

portioned to its magnitude, and your wishes and hopes shall be reali-.. E 

‘ted. You shall see this nation renovated. The smiles, of heaven 
shall again visither. Thé calamities, with which she is now scourged 
shall be removed. The portentous cloud, which darkens her futare 
Prospects, shall be dissipated ; and the sun of her prosperity, shall shine 

| with new-born splendory Violence shall no more be oi in our land, 
| | Masting nor destruction within our borders, but our walls shall be called 
| Salvation and our gates praise. z Re a) bas) j 
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Graham: and preached on the evening: of Sabbath, batch gry 
By J.M. Mason, D. D.. New-¥orks Whiting and Watson. scm 


Various are.the eonsiderations, which may render # publieat 


propriety,the snbject of a critieal notice. Its contents may be adap ty 7 , : 


on nefarious work of depraving the principles, corrupting the lives, 
iming the souls of men, and may boudly demand exposure and ref 

tion. -it may be fraught with an imeongruous mixture, adisconda 

combinatien. of truth and falsehood, of sound instruction ard. t 

and licentious sentiment, and of just and timely cautions.and flagiti 

and baneful excitement ; and a separation 5 ere 

#0 that the base and noxious. matter may be. disti 


~ gaind; from that of approved and: sterling value, may be of high moment i 


lg may: be characterized by singular excellence, as. to the d 


it maintains, as to the spy which beaten sno aig 


6 the brilliancy of imagination,and the vigor and elev; 
lower, whieh: it. pay: pa and as to the valuable and powe 
eneg, which it seems likely to exert upon the opinions and. foliage 
the-publie.. It may, therefore, riehly deserve te be more widely known, 
that, in the. gratification, which it is capable: of affording, 7 
nombers may participate, and that the sphere, in which its wine : 
evation is felt, may be ef the largest possible extent. ¥ 
Inducements of the kind, last mentioned, alene prompt us loonie 
epon-an examination of the Sermon before us. We come to the 
dertaking, not with amy view of controverting the principles, which #. 
contains, or of amimadverting upon the style, nor with any hope of 
‘upon those, who may bave an opportunity of perus 
‘sense of its various merits and thue. adding, by our 


even'a partiele to the high and well-earned reputation of itsauthor— 


Our aim is simply to lay before our readers, who are all born 


eo a Ao a gromnds of support and gen 
are here detailed, which ~ a supplies, im one 


consolation, as | 

of the most dreary and affiictive. of all the conditions of human life, t 

- state of bereavement and desalation, when lover and friend are pul; 

from us, and to exkibit, at length, the character of that. distioguishe 

example of christian exceHence,and of extensive and -unwearied benef — 

@ence, by whose lamented decease the discourse was occasioned. — 
The text is } ‘Thess. iv. 13, 14, T would not have you to be tgnorte, 


brethren, concerning: them which are asle ; Mid ve sarven ah tala / 


others which have no hope: “For if me that “Jesus died and ¥0se 
again, ever: so them also which slecy in Jesus. wit God bring with hit. 


% a ee 


The preacher sets out with observing, that “ Christianity founds her 4 = 
borage to general: reception upon doctrines most abasing to human | 


cts calculated rather t@ repel, than to invite human Bi sbe 
Fit “ae oe ie cardinal doctrine; which all the rest subserve, is,” 











































“ the jastification of @ sinuer, his deliverance from the bondage 
‘pfhis sin, and perfect happiness in nse l through faith im a —_— 
ag himself fell a victim to his enemies.” 


The cardinal fact of Christianity,” he adds, ‘ without which all her other 
f is ie lose their importance, is the rcgurreetion, from the of this same. seein of 
B tified Savior, as the prelude, the pattern, and the pledge the resufrection 
- | is followers to-eterna! life. Against this great fact the chilidren of « : 

the Pharisees of Jerusalem down to the scoffers of New-¥ ork, haye levellefl 
| | their batteries. Qne. assails: its proof; another, its reasonableness ; all, its 
= get When Paul asserted, it. before an audience of Athenian 
sg pocked-~a short method of refuting the or and sili 
| Poveinence, to continue in favor and i in fashion.” p 6 

wie ++ *? 





ae 


Phe description of the progress and victories of chris fatty, bold 
TH nd aninieted as it is, scarcely surpasses the simple outlines and the #6- 
—  berectoring of truth. For the circumstance, wholly ge that 
\ er, rapidly gained ground and gloriously triumphed, alth 
5 ' ‘gtacles, seemingly insuperable, lay before her, \ :fidels have fic ) 
ounted, and for it they never will be able, even plausibly, to: ite- 

 &  -edunt; unless our nature has, by the lapse of ages, undergone a com- 
‘Pete revolution, unless the principles of haman action have been totdl- 

|  Wyehanged, and the motives, which could now, with the highest effect, 
Pealiressed to the understanding, or the bzart,had then no weight, and 
‘were ‘attended with no efficacy. ‘The singular success, which a 
the hee of the gospel decisively evinces a divine in 
ition in its behalf. Had not the christian religion enjoyed the foster. 
care of heaven, had not the arm of the Almighty shielded it from 
its foes; and extended its dominion, nevet would the knowledge of its 
iexistencé have been transmitted downto ys; it would have slumbered 
jn oblivion; i in the grave of its founder, | 







; BP \ eu fet'with such doctrines and facts did the religion of Jesus make her way 
| through the world. Against the superstition of the maultitude—against the i 

| forest, influence, and craft of their Redo aa te ee the eidicnls of wits, ae 
‘Peasoning of sazes, the policy of cabinets, and rowess of armies—a aes 
“Me ake, the cross, and the stake, she extended fer conquests from Jo ins 
£¥ the Thames... She gathered her laurels alike ‘pon the snows of hee) 
: | fields of Eurohe, and the sands of oatingt The altars ofimpiety exum-- 

e 





fore her march—the glimmer of the schools disappéared.in her ight 

r felt his arm wither at her glance ; And, in qa short time,she who w 

‘ ce and ‘insulted, from the hill ri; Calvary to the tomb of Joseph, re 

oe | dope throne, and waved her banner over the palece of the Casars. Her V 
were not less benign than decisive. They were'victories over all that p 

‘ ang ruins man; in'behalf ofall that purifies, exalts, and saves 


degrades 
him. They subdued his understanding to truth, his habits to rectitude, bis 
_ | heart to happiness.” pp. 6, 7. 3 


; z 

: ,. We are strangely prone to mike an (acca estimate of the vay 
tages, which attend:.our situation in life, and to deem them few aa 

oy inconsiderable, compared with those of o From thisstendency o 

| Be ‘e fame feelings, many are doubtless led to look, with too favorable an eye 
Phy ren the privileges of the primitive converts to¢hristianity, and tocor 

© their circumstances, as peculiarly happy for sides: very €rro 


rs, 





oe 
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aiid for attaining an éxact and full knowledge of the i ihn 


their condition singularly auspicious for securing salvation. Henge | 
they are prompted to regret, that advantages, as signal as the first cha 
tians enjoyed, are not bestowed on them, and well nigh to repine at jy 
‘arrangements of divine providence. But, their situation was, inalmgy 
every view, less desirable than ours; and gross imperfections, andivay 


ous errors attended their conceptions of divine truth, and not a few : _ 
regularities were apparent in their lives. The mass of their ome 


opinions and habits was strongly adverse to the religion of Christan 


prejudices, long cherished, and almost woven into the texture ofije 7 

soul, existed to cloud their apprehensions and to distort theirviersg@ Hi 
christ’ «doctrine. ‘They, by no means, bad an unerring monitorcoe @ 
tinua! $= hand,to whom they might. resort for the removal of every 


doubt a:«: Sor direction in every period of uncertainty.. The. volam 
of inspiration was not then completed, and. the inestimable. benefiis 


which it confers, were not in their possession. Our inferiority to tip 
primitive disciples is, in ardent devotion, in costly and cheerful . 


denial, in patient resolution, in firm and daring courage, and in zeak 


and persevering activity. Itis not the. result of our. untowar % “ee i 2 


cumstances; but is exclusively attributable to our remissness.in om 


endeavors after.exalted piety, and to our negligent and faulty employs 


ment of the blessings, put into our hands. It is not our calamity, but 


our sin; andit is a rank delusion for us to imagine, that, if wecome 


short of the early christians in religious excellence, no blame rest 


on us, or that, if we fail of salvation, we shall be loaded with ilk 


and sink undera lighter condemnation, than they, whoneg ected re ae 
no 


gion, when the Gospel was first promulgated. .We have 


grounds for anticipating a more fearfuldoom. The following rem » 
on this subject are not unworthy ofattention. q 


« The change from “ Pagan to christian character; from midnight 


light in the Lord,” was abundantly visible, and not. to be explained but tipon | ae 


rinéiples of christianity itself. Yet, without detracting from its magnitude, or 
trol the glory of those divine influences which produced it,. we mex a 
ed te question whether we ave not prone‘ to look upon the primitive ve 


having reached an‘eminence in knowledge and purity, consistent, under the ee 
circumstances, neither with the general laws of our nature, nor with the | , 


_ mony of holy writ. Falling far short of them in zeal, in love, in promptitude @ 
action, in patience of suffering, we regard them as a sort of human 
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whom we may-not venture to claim connexion. But when emotion yie | . 


thought,«tnd reason balances facts, we recover from the fond illusion. 
them to have been “ men of like passions” with ourselves ; subjeet toe 


conceptions,to rash judgments,ta groundless fears ,to irregular conducts” pp.4s i 


Dr. M. considers the text as containing “an effectionate counsel,” and a 


« thé reasons” in support of it, “against depression of heart at the 


death of believing friends.” The firét part of the sermon is employed — 
in illustrating and enforcing the sentiment, that we should so “chet - | 
ish the knowiedge of the gospel, as that our hearts shall not be depres: 


ed by the death of believers; but that there shall be an immeasura 
@istanee between our grief and the grief of unbelievers.” ‘The follow 
delineation of death is alikeaccurate, powerful and affecting. 


\ 





Revien. 


“ # Death is, in itself,a most sesious and distressful event.. It ‘ateeiite 
is a the abhorrence of God’s creation—a monster from geen 
ery living thing ae en So that to shrink from its ravages mS 
“nog those Whom we love, is not an argument of weakness, but an act 
no te the first law of being=a tribute to the value of tat life whieh i, 


ift. 
disregard which some of old affected to whatever 
Erlensibility of others who yield ap their souls to the p 


him from all that he knows and loves—subjects him to an teal which thoii- 
| ands of thillions have passed, but none'can explain; and which will be as new 
a tothe last who gives up the ghost, as it was to murdered Abel—flings’ hin, in 
| -€ne-without any avail.from the experience of others, into a state of untried be- 

f& No wonder that nature trembics before it. “Reason justifies the fear. 


_ Jigion never makes light of it: and he who does,instead of ranking with heroes, 
can har’ ly deserve to rank with a brute.” pp. 10, 11, 


_ Divine ‘wisdom has, indeed, fenced the grave around with fear. At 
“is tere thought of dying the feelings of our nature are shocked, and 
‘the'soul ‘instinctively shrinks back, ‘appalled and dismayed. A man 
qhust either be raised above himself, or have sunk below the rank and 

| oat “the dignity of a being, gifted’ with reason, who, dauniless and 

ried, can encounter “the King of terrors.” - He must be sus- 

‘by the principles and animated with the ‘hopes of religion; or 
} mist be infected, by the operation of disease, with a morbid insensi- 
Dility, be shielded from agitating apprehension, by studied thoughtless- 
ties; or maintain the semblance of indifference, by an affected and fore- 
ed levity and merriment, who can meet death without consternation.— 
The christian, who is privileged with singular assurance of his piety 

“and of his consequent title to the bliss of heaven, may exultingly wek 
come the hour of his departure; he may meet it not only with campo- 
‘Mire, but withecstacy. Itisan hour, which brings with it, the noblest 
deliverance and the brightest happiness. ‘The light, which then bursts 
‘upon the mind, the purity, which then takes possession of the heart and 
‘the glory, which then encircles and the joy, which then visits the soul, 
Ro imagination can paint, and no tongue can utter. But, still no nd 
‘Mind will ever consent to trifle, even in the lowest degree, 
death. To sucha mind it must appear a subject of the most 
‘and awful character. We cannot accord in opinion with those, a 

cg entertain the sentiment, that for any one to tremble at the approach of 
; and eagerly to desire longer life, is a.clear indieation, that he is 


: “Asthanget to religion ; nor do we deem the fears and the ondenc 
_ with which some are oppressed, respecting their. interest in the blessir 


Mt the gospel, because they experience a reluctance to digg 
fell founded. ‘T'o the sober and reflectin g mind, whi 23 
See imbibed christian principles, and which gee feels their | 
“their mom moment, there must be something peculiarly solemn. and 
Ae death, It is a transition, which removes. us from life ant 
' in eternity ; which closes our day of trial and of hope, and 





pass our final audit at the bar se Soden. from whose piercing ings 
tion, not a seoret of the heart, nor a covert transaction pe mi life, ¥ 
Sjad enveloped in darkness and wrapped up in. inystery, is concenh 

, in ‘whose remembrance live alike the sins of childhood anig 
oa ‘ of manhood and of age, the sins of negligence and p np a 
and the sins, wisiah, whoa noepiesaad escaped our notice and { He a ee 
which to us have long been buried in oblivion ; ajudge, who veluean 
‘a fair exterior, ha) who demands inward purity, who beholds_ ai lu % 


yourder in a wrathful and a vindictive gpirit ; “and a judge, whose sen, 
tence will consign te exalted bliss or agonizing woe, to bliss, whigh _ 
shall: know yo diminution and no end, or to woe, to which there gj 
be no mitigation, and from which there can be no récovery. Wie, — 
the christian surveys the features of the human character, as they am 


drawn by the pencil of igspiration, when. he considers the deceiiim — 
ness and the desperate wickedness of the human heart, as they ate dep 
eribed in the volume of truth, and when he remembers, that, if selfd 
juded in his view of his character, or in the basis of his hopes, he cai 

not, from the world of spirits, return back to amend his error to.com 
mence anew his probation, and by embracing religion, to ensure hear , 
en ; who can deem it strange, that bis heart should faint and his com. 

age fail in the near prospect of death? A peculiar degree of timidity 

and dejection may also, naturally characterize the mind, and ay Ue 
gual weakness, an extreme derangement of the nervous system mii: | 
casion distressing apprehensions. Ee 

But, afier al], that we havegaid, we are fully aware, that thers. 58 

way of deliverance for those,who; through fear of death,are, all their lif. 
time, subject to bondage,and that there are ample means of a victory over 

the last encmy. ‘To be afflicted with painful fears of death is, therefore, 
by no means consistent, at least in ordinary circumstances, with exalt 

ed piety, and it is a state, fram which it is equally our duty and our hap- 
piness to escape. By strenuous, humble, prayerful and persevermg 
exeftions to attain higher degrees of christian excellence and fulleray 
surance of our christian charactér, we should seek the illustrious Prive 
lege of joining as we close our éyes on life, in the Apostle’s shoat 9 a 
triumph, O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, whye is thy victory 2 4 

-» But, while. wedeem it the duty of the pious to aim at rising superi@? =f 
to the fear of death, we are far from being prepared to pronounce’ : 
meré willingness to die, decisive evidence of the christian charact J 
‘and we are always more gratified by indications Of a humble and rel 
bling hope, than by expressions of bold and vaunting confidence. A || 
oftiltieghes to die may arise front other sources, than being prepare’ 
forthat awful event. False principles may reconcile a man to Me 
thought of dyiog, by promising him safety, and by placing before Mi 
“blissfal and alluring’ prospects of his condition heyond the grave. AR 
erroneous estimate of his own character may furnish him with thepa 
guasion, that by exchanging worlds, he shall ascend from this region § 
.of disappointment and. vexation,of pain and sorrow,to the rapturous Joya ' 
of heavens Disease ‘may stupify the intellect; and thus deaden the § 
fears of the mind, and shield from the terrors of the grave, The a @ 









dteand torturing patigs of dehieaid’ when so severe, that heyond af 
- te it inust-prove mortal, may impel the sufferer to be willing to daré 
“Ginost any extremity to be delivered from the intolerable anguish, aa 
views it, which afflicts him. Ifa readiness to die be viewed as in- 
_ Fhpensably necessary: as evidenceof an adequate prepara ition for deat! 

- He circumstance, together with the persuasion, that ot to dle an evil, 

~“Piich canrrot be avoided, and that:to straggle Foounined must ie. Vain, | 
aq hy eauise ‘the mind oh pales a kind fietitiou 
-@ai momentary resignation. _ are is 
ee rae sath is heat ts formidable to the christian, enlightene ned, as 1€ 
(by the instructions, and supported and cheered, as he is, by the promis 
‘@and the hopes of revelationj how terrible must itbe to theumbeliey ae ‘ 
Be view of reason it seems, that it must be impossible, for I an 






































































“id that in his sober and reflecting moments; every frightful apprelien- 

fon which the masterly skill of Shakespeare has combined, in a. dese 

Fon of the terrors of death, must haunt his mind and wring aie J 
ith ' excruciating torture. 


| > Ay, but to die; and’go we know not where; 
0: lie in cold ebstruction, and to rot; 
es rhis sensible warm motion to become 
kneaded clod.;, and. the delighted spirit 
ca obathe in fiery floods, or to reside 
v8? Ty" thrilling: regions of thick. rrbbed ice; 
"« “Yo be imprison’d in the viewless winds, 
.. , And blown with restless violence round about 
Ai The pendant world; or to be worse than worst 
> Of those, that lawless and uncertain thoughts 
ae .., Imagine howling "tis too horrible ! 
The weariest and most loathed worldly life, 
wie ‘That age, ache, pentry, and imprisonment | 3 . 
Pan lay on-nature, is a paradise . i : 4 
To what we fear of — 








Shake. 


‘Wis i a infidels frequently pretend te regard death,awd 
per pitiful attempts at wit upon this awful subject are often plainly: no- 
hing but sheer affectation. ‘They are wretched and shameles 
ants to shut out a sense of danger from the mind, and-to sustain their 
‘sinking courage, by diverting their attention from an object, of too dark 
and terrific an aspect,tobe steadily and deliberately contemplated. ‘They 
: preisely the same character with the snerrsofthe braggart, who 
i. at danger, which he dares not look in the face, and whose cheek 
‘is blanched and his lips convulsed with fear, while contempt dwells up- 
on his fongue. ‘They are like the expedient of the timid boy, who, as 
she passes in the evening through the grave-yard, whistles. to. prevent 
the terrifying effect of gloom and silence upom his feelings. te the 
of nature and of common-sense, we would ask, on what | 
§ -itcanbe a fact, which should excite mirth, that the hour is ap- =? 
s erie and, perhaps is close at hand, which is to strike us. from’ the 
| Istof dsl beings, and lay us in. perpetual and dreamless 
ee, or te- convey us to. an untried and unknown world, : 


s Review, 


a state more dreadful, than the. wildest dreams.of a gloonty and an : 
frighted. imagination ever. pictured, may await us. The man way : 
be accounted, and most deservedly accounted, frantic, who ; xt. 
make the dearest blessings of life the theme of his mockery, and wi 

jest siiould throw away health, friends, fortune and character, Buty 
who, in sportor rashness, throws away life itself, which gives all i 
possessions their value, lays claim to spirit and magnanimily i 
often to virtue, and strange as it may seem, has his claim extengi 
admitted. — 

Preposterous and unaccountable as it may appear, it is anv U 
tionable fact, that,in every age, life has been undervalued, in alni¢ na 
act proportion with fhe denial of the ‘immortality of the soul. : 
who have professed to believe this span of being, the only petiod of f 
man existence, have ever been most forward to shorten, by the h; 
violence, the narrow term. - By those, who would rob him of an imn 
tal spirit, man has. uniformly been despoiled of life, with almost a 
tle reluctance, as they would have crushed the insects of summe 
With the introduction of the Epicurean atheism at Rome, a new 
more sanguinary period of her. history commenced. With the p oe 
mation by modern sceptics, that “ death is an eternal sleep,” life se 
ed to lose its value and was sacrificed without restraint and wi 
motive, without compunction and without pity. — id 

Dr. M. when exhibiting the gloomy and depiorable state of the . te 
then world in the season of bereavement and sorrow, alledges two -¢on CON 
siderations, as operating to sink them in hopeless dejection. }. “The 7 
knew nothing, whatever'they might conjecture, of the state of d 


edjman.” 2. “ With the resurrection of the body the heathen wer a wd g 


reas: 


solutely unacquainted.” His concluding observations, in a strain, 
warm and forcible eloquence, place the christian on high and enviable 
grou inculcate sentiments, worthy of being respected by every 
unde ing and of being felt by every heart. : | cog 

«* Under these cicumstarices, what shall arrest the current of mourning, “told 7 
lamentation andwo? Where is the. veice of the comforter? or what bosom 
coud pa vet for comfort, which affords no entrance to hope ?, Oh! it “ 3 

that kills ! 

Such was Paganism bending over the remains of a deceased friend. Such 
too, was Judaism, after it had rejected the H:pe of Israel, and the Saviour there 
a Such are still the. millions, whether of Gentiles or Jews, who know fot 
~» And wherein beibanliatiavers amo ong ourselves the pre-eminence ? What ian” 
they \o gild their evening pour, to bind up their aching head, to soothe e  . 


' ~“Iabouring heart? What li¥ing hope descends from heaven te smile on. | 
ing features, whisper peace to the netiving spirit, and announce to the sad suf 4 


rounding relatives that all is well? There is none! Astonisbment, me 
melancholy boding, are the portion of their cup. Sit down, ye unhappy, 
the desolation of grief Consolation heard the veice of your weeping : she has. 
tened to your coor, but started back aftcighted her commission extends nét ” 
to-your house of motirning; ye have nohope! . . 

. But, Christians, believers in the Lord Jesus, your condition is s witlely aifferen = 

‘and so must be your catriage.' You, too, must resign, many of you have alreg 

‘ ‘yesighed, some of you very recently, your believing friends to the stroke of Dea 

-You must feel, cies felt, the pang of s¢paration. You" are not forbidden © 
mourn. ‘The smitten heart will bleed; the workings of nature must have 

‘Itis right. Tears were not male that they should never be shed: nor thepa> 
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Lisiferief implanted oily to He stifled; God's 
w ‘om he animatés with his Jove, ‘beautifies w 
g Gorimuriion, are too precious to oe 
ya strange way of glorifying him 
eenetsh ee ee eee acon ne sy one. 
: be a fouler stain upow the re Of the cross, than a 
Mesniah affections calculated, in a iar manner, to lessen the hes! 
aoe world. No! the grace whith bringeti salvation does ‘ot destroy, 
eee pte tan: All that belongs to him, crecpling ain and feta Sa he 
lates, exalts. Jesus, the perfection of moral S nek, 
repeat the tomb of a Mobudinited te wa-es vindicated, : 
le, the most our soci ings. ve . 
hy paietah py oh who are not léss his friends th * own, 
dof falling beneath the level of profane, fortitude, we rise up ¢” l¢ gran- 
Bf tllowship with the maniof sorrows: 
bit, therefore, Christian brethren, as a principle not to be shaken, that 
igion disclaims alike all- kindred with apathy and with frenzy. - Mourn 
’ nel the desire of yor ere eyes, ei dewn to gsm ge BS but Aer must 
tae B prachee re ee: even the sweetest 
‘@atean | in the imal tweed te a t your mourning, therefore, t 
mpered, eaenisdive holy, Yield not to brooding sadness. ‘Transfer your 
irom the cold face of it friend to the Het of your master, ond there com- 


Deiat t souls to serenity and peace. This,is evangelical counsel; the coun- 
ol ny tex 


Bi eommencin te dincinshot of the second part of his: signe: Dr. 
i re us details the topics, of which he insists: “The grounds of our 
’ ty dilation with respect to departed saints are, the oe of their 
feath—tlieir condition in and after it—-and the prospect of their glori- 
Wis fesurrection.” 
ie Jonsidering sleep an image of the death of believers, he adda, 


Not that we are to imagine, with. some dreamin Y dhirlag he port that the 
: ' ils of the righteous remain unconseiots and torpid during'the sn 
‘Papses between the death and resurrection of their bodies. This 

“Wine, desirable to those only whose hearts have never been warmed. Ca 

e) of Christ, was far enough from the @ith and the theology of Pan” Pp 17. 


® Seeking of the resurrection, he remarks, fe acl iby 


Nes 

| i “Whatever have been the disputes about other doctrines of Christianity, ne 

can deny that it teaches the resurrection of the body. The very gates of 

| in the “shape of that unhallowed phil y which fritters away its most - 

3S truths into Eastern metaphors and JeWish allegories, have not ventured _ 

» Pevlniy” with the faith of the resurrection. This nate Seen ‘Christian ~ 
larity.” p 22. . #. 


’ Dr. M. decidedly embraces the Opinion, which nature impels us to 

iberish, which every mind, unless dead to the warm feelings of friend- 
| tp and to all the fond regrets of affection, must wish fo find true, and 

ht the the scriptures yield support, by no mans slight or equivocal, 

x pious shall recognize each other in the regions of the blessed, © 
ae The following paragraph is caleulated to come home with peculiar 

i a to the mind of him, who is disposed to start idle objections against 
the doctrine of the resurrection, or tomake that. glorious truth the sub- 

ct of his profane contempt and "a" bitter and ecg: derision, 
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i. But how are these transformations te be effected? How? By that 4 : 
power which calleth eg coinage God Rey 
ones W ctions of ae I cannot open’, 


: hae astre sd 


‘ay tha derkdies See: onng to plead thy 
difficulties whe When God sh At pally sage og po of the dead. Forigae 
is sufficient that he who rears up the living blade from the rotted a willhe 
at no loss te tear up an Stoned ne ote body, through wh fete 
and varieties soever it may have 


The life and character of Mrs..Graham were distinguished b 
exalted worth, they are drawn with so much ability, they 
her own sex particularly, though by no means exclusively, 


+ ae is 


valuable lessons,-and present'so bright am example for their imitate t | 


‘thaf, aithough of considerable length, we are persuaded that we ¢ 
do a more acceptable or beneficial service to our readers in 
than to-exhibit the sketch almostentires Various parts of - thee 
would furnish an, occasion for timely and important rem 

- Oceasion, which we should gladly ve le would our limits _p rm 
We can, barely reserve to ourselves the. privilege of, ¢ 

a few observations at the close. 


“Isapeuca MarsHAtu, known to.us.as s Mas. Granam, received, fromm 7 


ture, qualities which i ~ circumstances favorable to their deve 
allow their possessor to way h life unnoticed and inefficient. 
An intellect strong, Rr juisitive—a temper open, § 

ful, posergriddens igs re ci rness, and alive. to avery social 

and eve t ampulse—a spirit at once enterprisit per 

The wiiole crowned with that rare and inestimable pon dra ale nse 

eee? materials which required only skilful management to fit her for adorti 
and dignifyi ing any female station. With that sort of cultivation whicl 

world ot mires, and those opportunities-which attend upun rank and. fore 

ee she might have shone in the circles of the great, without forfeiting 

the good. Or had her lot fallen among the literary unbelievers 0 

ntindi: she might have figureg in sphere of the Voltaires, the. Deff 

atid the other csprits forts* of Paris. She might have been as gay in Ree 

dismal in private, and as wretched in her end, as any the most distinguish 

ainong them for theit wit and their wo. But God had destined her for 


scenes and services—scenes from which turns away aariee and L ‘@ 


services which all the cohorts of infidel om are unable to perform. 


be prepared by poverty, bereavement, and grief, to pity and to —~ ~<a * 


the bereaved, and the grieving. The sorrows of widowhood were to teach ber# 
heart of the widow—her babes, deprived of their fetherate open the springs! 
yee se jon to the fa spre a gr Waa ing consolati of Coe 

and wre he help in trouble, to. make 
tn Ghiwie ollie the vale fhe cade of seb 


* Wits, Freethinkers 





Be providence conducted h _ - re 
tor America, as a land in which, according to her favourite opini ¢ 
OF Christ is signally to fourish. Here ‘she Renve to end +4 ys and] oat ng 
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Sa Mctapt 
3 as ald go, 
before God. She had not reached her ,¥ 


: k= = | da bush in the retisement of the field, and there devoted | 


aad.by faith in the The incidents of her e 
; the love of dress, ‘the i 
3 ora while the-warmth of her piety, and “Tobbed I 
a oe a santa ena a= Lord revisited her with his mercy, 
iin ag arte a rly some ge area 
d aving married, a ph ne: Peach 
r = we =  Briiah regiment, he wierd ea 
Seulpafter to Fort » during fou Bae ry 
had no opportunity, even for once, of entering the habitation of God's he, 
: fee sense Secluded from the waters of the 
be public means of growth in grace, her religion began to ish, 
But the root was perennial—it was of she seed of which 
ictus ever. ‘The sabbath was stiil to her'the sign of his’ cove- 
n.that Gay af test. mith, hepbibinin karan, the eledléo ohintee 
‘ods, renew her self. and pour out her prayer for the salva 
band and her chil ren. He who dwelleth not in temples made with hands, 
y fram the wilds of Niagara, and strengthened her with strength in 


bof those piclegitades which checker military life, the regiment was or- 

island of Antigua ia the: West Indies.. Here she met with that ex- 
ern to which she had been long a stranger—the communion of 
spirits in the love of Christ; and soon did she need.all the soo and 

ich it is fitted te administer. For in a very.short time the 

fath, the object of her most devoted affection, her. sole earthly stay, 

flaken from her by death. The stroke was, indeed, mitigated the sweet 

e that he slept i in Jesus. Buta heart like hers, convulsed by a review 

st and anticipation of the future, would have barst with agony, bad she 

Miknown how to pour out its sorrows into the bosom of her” heavenly. father. 
‘Trals which beat sense and reason to the ground, Veprpdets, Ae ‘the faith of the Chris- 
ti,and draw her closer to her God. . QO how divine ve Him as the rock of 

ur t when every earthly reliance is a breten reed ! 

ztohis mysterious dispensation, and committing herselfto. his proteee 

the Father of the fatherlese and the husband of the widow, she returns with 

, : to her natjve land, to contract alliance with pe penury, and to live by 
hier her daily bréad. That under whose teaching she 2new hew 
abound, taught her also how ¢o d. Witha dignity which belongs on-. 
to them who have treasure in heaven, she descended to her humble cot, em, 
int,and fare. But her humility, aeprding to the scripture, was the fore- 

timer of her advancement. The light Of her virtues shone brightest in her ob- 
ity, and pointed her way to the confidential trust of forming the minds and. 
sof young females of different ranks in the metropolis of Scotland, 


Iiere;respected by the great and beloved by the good; in sacred intimacy with 


and honourable women, and the frendship of men who were in.trath eer- 
Denti of the most high God, she bean hy in the successful discha-ge ab her du- 
toour shores. “She long had a Tpietiectio 


her-children. And-we shall remember, with 


 Godeast:her lot With ourselves. Twent: ears 
| Sity,a school for the education of young ladies, vat 

& *tongly felt, and will be long felt hereafter, in different and Sane parts of 
Str country. Evidently devoted to the welfare of her pupils—attentive to their - 
cessed character—happy in discovering the best avenue of approach 4» 


Minds—possessing, in a high degree, the talent of simplifying her instruc- 


_ Non and varying its form, she succeeded in that most difficult part of g teacher’s 
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work, the inducing youth fe take an interest in thetr own improvement; and te 
educate the nselves by exerting their own fuculties. 

In governing her little empire, she acted upon those principles which are the 
basis ofall good government on every scale and under every modification—to be 
reasonable, to be firm, and to be uniform. Her authority was both tempered and 
strengthened by condescension It commanded respect while it conciliated af- 
fection. Wer word was law, but it was the law of kindness. It spoke to the 
conscience, but it spoke tothe heart; and obedience bowed with the knee of 
love. Shedid not, however, imagine her work to be perfected in fitting her 
eleves® tor duties and elegance of life. Nuver did she forget their immortal na- 
ture. Utterly devoid of sectarian narrownass, she laboured to infuse into theit 
minds those vital principles of evangelical piety which form the common dis- 
tinction of the disciples of Christ, the peculiar glory of the female name, and the 
surest pledge of domestic bliss. Her voice, her example, her prayers, concur- 
red in recommending that pure and undefiled religion without which no human 
being shall see the Lord.—Siail we wonder that her scholars should be tenderly 
attached to such a preceptress? that they should leave her with their tears and 
their blessing? that they sheuld carry an indelible remembrance of her into the 
bosom of their families? that the reverence of pupils should ripen with their 
years into the affection of friends? and that there should be among them, at this 
day, many a wife who is a crown teher husband; and many a mother who isa 
blessing to herchildren; and whc owes, in a grat degree, the felicity of her 
character to the impressions, the principles, and the habits which she received 
while under the maternal tuition of Mrs. GRAHAM? 

Admonished, at length, by the infirmities of age; and importaned by her 
friends, this venerable matron retired to private hte. But it was impossible 
for her tobeidle. Her leisure only gave a new direction toher activity. With 
no less alacrity than she had displayed in the education of youth, did she now 
embark in the relief of misery. Her benevolence was unbounded, but it was 
Giscreet ‘here are charities which increase the wretchedness they are design- 
ed to diminish; which, from some fatal defect in their application, bribe to ini- 
quity while they are relieving want; and make food, and raiment, and clothing 
to warm into life the most poisonous seeds of vice. But the charities of our de- 
parted friend were of another order. They selected the fittest objects—the 
widow—the fatherless—-the orphan—the untaugbt child—and the ignorant 
adult. They combined intellectual and moral benefit with the commmenication 
of physical comfort. In her house originated the “ Socicty for the relief of Poor 
Widows with small Cildren.” Large, indeed, is this Branch of the family of 
affliction ; and largely did itshare in her sympathy and succour. When at the 
head of the noble association just named, she made it her business to see with 
her own eyes the objects of their care; and to give, by her personal presence 
and efforts, the strongest impulse to their humane system. From morning till 
night has shie gone from abode to abode of these destitute, who are too commonly 
unpitied by the great, despised by the proud, and forgotten by the gay. She 
has gone to sit beside them on their humble seat, hearing their simple and sor- 
rowful story—sharing their homely meal—ascertaining the condition of their 
children—stirring them up to diligence, to economy, to neatness, to order—put- 
ting them into the way of obtaining suitable employment for themselves, and 
suitable places for their children—distributing among them the word of Ged, 
and little tracts calculated to fatniliarize its first principles to their understand- 
ing—cherishing them in sickness—admonishing them in health—instructing, 
reproving, exhorting, consoling—sanctifying the whole with fervent prayer. 
Many a sobbing heart and streaming eye is this evening embalming her memory 
in the house of the widow. 

Littie, if any, less is the debt due to her from that invaluable charity the Or- 

han Asylum. It speaks its own praise, and that praise is hers. Scores of or- 
plans redeemed from filth, from ignorance, trom wretchedness, from crime— 
slothed, fed, instructed—trained, in cleanliness, to habits of industry-- -early 
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imbued with the knowledge and fear of God----gradually preparing for respecta- 
bility, usefulness, and happiness----is aspectacle for angels. Their infantine 
gayety, theirhealthful sport, their cherub-faces, mark the contrast between 
their present and former condition; and recal, very tenderly, the scenes in 
which they used to cluster round their patron-mother, hang on her gracious 
words, and receive her benediction. ' 

Brethren, 1 am not dealing in romance,but in sober fact. The night would be 
too short for a full enumeration of her worthy deeds. Suffice it to say, that they 
ended but with her life. The sabbath previous to her last sickness occupied her 
with arecent institution Sunday School for Ignorant dAdulis ; and the eve- 
ning preceding the touch of Death, found her at the side of a ta:hful.domestic, 
administering consolation to his wounded spirit. 

Such active benevolence could hardly be detected in company with a niggard- 

ly temper. Wishes which cost nothing ; pity which expires on the lips— Be ve 
warmed, and oe ye chithed. from acold heart and an unyielding gripe, never im- 
printed their disgraceful brand upon Isanerta Gramam. What she urged 
upon others she exemplified in herself. She kept a purse for God. Here, 
in obedience to his command,she deposited the frat fruits of ull her increase ; and 
they were sacred tohis service, as, in his providence, he should call for them—_ 
No shuffling pretences, no pitiful evasions, when a fair demand was made upon 
the hallowed store ; and no frigid affectation in determining the qualiis of the 
demand. A& sense of duty was the prompter, candor the interpreter, and good 
sense the judge. Her disbursements were proportioned to the value of the ob- 
ject; and were ready at a moment’s warning, tothe verv last farthing.* How 
pungent a reproof to those ladies of opulence and fashion, who sacrificé so largely 
to their dissipation or their vanity, that they have nothing left for nouths with- 
out food, and limbs without raiment! How far does it throw back into the 
shade those men of prosperous enterprise and gilded state, who, in the hope of 
soine add tional lucre, lave thousands and ten thousands at their beck ; but 
who, when asked fordecent con'ributions to what they themselves acknowledge 
to be all important, turn away with this hollow excuse, J cannot ufford tt! A- 
bove all, how should her example redden the faces of many who protess to bee 
long to Christ ; to have received gratiously from him, what he procured for them 
at the expense of his.own blood, an inherdtunce trearruptible, and undefiled, and 
shat fadeth not away ¢ and yet, in the midst of abundance which he has lavished 
upon them, when the question is about relieving his suffering members, or pro- 
moting the glory of his kingdom, are sour, reluctant, mean! Are these the 
Chrisitans 2? Can it be that they have committed thei bodies, their souls, their 
eternal hope, to a Savior whose thousand promises on this very point of honoring 
him with thei: substance, have less influence upon their hearts and thew hands 
than the wordof any honest man? Remember the deceased, and hang your 
heads—Remember Ler, and tremble—Remember her, and bring forth fruits mee¢ 
Sor repentance. 

To these admirable traits of character were added great tenderness of con- 
science andaspiritofprayer. Her religion, not contented to justify her before men, 
habitually aimed at pleasing God wholocketh uponthehearc. 1 was not enough 
for her to persuade herself that a thing might be right. Before venturing upon 
it, she studied to reduce the question of right toa clear certainty. How eau- 
tious, and scrupulous, and jealous of herselt she was in this matter, they best 
can tell who saw her in the shade of retirement as well as in the sun-shine of 
public ebservation. Pe:haps it is not going too far to say, that her least guard- 
ed moments would, in others, have been marked for circumspection. At the 
same time her vigilance had nothing austere, gloomy, constrained, or censori- 
ous : nothing to repress the cheeriulness of social intercourse ; or to excite 
in others, even the thoughtless, a dread of merciless eriticism after they should 
retire. It was sanctified nature moving gracefully in its own element. And 
with respect to the character and feelings of her neighbors, she was too full of 


* The author knew her, when in moderate cirtumstances, to give, unsolicited , 
Fifty peunde at once, eut of that sacred purse, toa single most worthy purpose. 
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Christian kindness not to écep her tongue from evii, and her lips from speaking 
gutle 

These virtues and graces were maintained and invigorated by her habit of 
prayer. With the new and living way into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, she 
Was intimately familiar. ‘hither the Spirit of grace and supplications daily con- 
ducied her—There taught her to pray ; and in praying to delieve ; and in bee 
licving to have fellowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. She 
knew her God as the God that heareth prayer; and could attest that blessed is 
she that believeth, for there shall be a performanee of those things which were told 
her from the Lord. 

Under such influence her course could not but be correct, and her steps well 
ordered. The secret of the Lordis with them that fear him; and he will show 
them his covenant— he will guide them in judgmeni. ‘Thus he did with his hand- 
maid whom he hath called home. Wherever she was and in whatever circum- 
stances, she remembered the guide of her youth, who, according to his promise, 
never left her nor forsook her ; but continued his gracious presence with her when 
she was old and grayheaded. 

You may perhaps imagine, that with such direction and support it was im- 
possible she should see trouble. Nay, but waters ofa full cup were wrung out 
toher! She often ate the bread of sorrow steeped in wormwood and gall. Her 
heavenly father showed her great and sore adversities ; that he might try her as sil- 
ver is tried, and bring her forth from the furnace purified seven times. Tt was dur- 
ing these refining processes that she found the worth of being a Christian.— 
Though her way was planted with thorns and watered with her tears,yet the can- 
die of the Lord shene upon her head ; and from step to step she had reason ta 
cry, Mitherto hath Jehovah helped? In a word, like Enoch, she walked with God 
—like Abraham, she staggered not at his promise through unbelicf—like Ja- 
cob, she wrestled with the angel and prevailed—like Moses, endured as seeing 
hiw who is invisible—like Paul, finished her course with joy. Blessed were the 
eyes of the preacher, for they saw the victory of her faith; and his ears, for they 
heard ier song of salvation. * You can say with the Apostle, F énow whom I have 
believed. und um persuaded that he is able to keep thac which Fhave committed un- 
tofm?’ “O yes! but [cannot say the other, 2 have fought a good fizht—t 
must say, I have fought a poor fight, I have run a poor race but Chirist 
fought ior me—Christ ron with me--and through Christ I hope to win.” ‘f But 
you have no fear, no doubts, about your going to be with Christ ?” “Ob no! not a 
doubt; [ am as sure of that as if { were already in my Saviour’s arms!” It was 
her final conversation withchildren of the dust, The next day, when her flesh ard 
her heart had so far fuiled, that she was incapable of uttering a sentence ; she 
et i}; roved her God to be the strength of her heart; and knew him to be her por- 
tion for ever.—I said to her, ‘It is peace.” She opened her eyes, smiled, closed 
them again, bowed her dying head, and breathed out, “ Peace.” It was her last 
word on this side heaven. ‘The attending spirit caught it from her lips; and 
brought to her the next day permission to sleep in Jesus. 

From this review allow me, brethren, to urge the value of private exertions tn 
promoting general good. 

in pursuing his gratifications, man is apt to look upon himself as a being of 
great importance: In fulfiling his duties, to account himself'as nothing. Both 
are eXlravagancies which it will be his wisdom and happiness to correct. He 
is neither supreme in worth, nor useless in action. Let him not say, I am but 
one: Vy voice will be drowned in the universal din: my weight is lighter thana 
feather in the public scale. [tis better for me to mind my awn affuirs, and leave 
these hiyher attempts to more competent hands. ‘This is the language, not of rea- 
son and nodesty, but of sloth, of selfishness, and of pride. The amount of it is, 
I caanot do every thing, therefore Iwill do nothing —But you can do much. Act 
well your part according to your faculties, your station, and your means.—The 


‘ result will be honorable to yourself delightfulto your friends, and beneficial to 


the worid. I advise not to gigantic aims, to enormous enterprise. The world 
has scen but ong Newron und one Howarp. Nothing is required of you but 
tg imaks the must of the opportunities within your reach. Recal the example 
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of Mrs.GraAnam. Here wasa woman—a widow-<a stranger ina strange land 
—without fortune--with no friends but such as her letters of introduction and 
her worth should acquire—and with a family of daughters dependent upon her 
for their subsistence. Surely if any one has a clear title of immunity trom the 
obligation to carry her cares beyond the domestic circle, it is this widow ; it is 
this stranger. Yet within afew years this stranger, this widow, with no means 
but der excellent sense, her benevolent heart, and her persevering will to do 
good, awakens the charities ofa populous city and gives to them an impulse, a 
direction, and an efficacy, unknown before ! What might not be done by men ; 
by men of talent, of standing, of wealth, of leisure? How speedily, under their 
well-directed beneficence, might a whole country change its physical, intellectu- 
al, and moral aspect ; and assume, comparatively speaking, the face of another 
Eden—a second garden of God?) Why then do they not diffuse, thus extensive- 
ly, the seeds of knowledge, of virtue, and of bliss? I ask not for their pretences; 
they areas old as the lust of lucre; and are refuted by the example which 
we have been contemplating—I! ask for the true reason, for the inspiring princi- 
ple, of their conduct. It is this—let them look to it when God shall call them 
to account for the abuse of their time, their talents, their station, their waright- 
eos mammon.—It is this : They believe not, the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, It ss more blessed to give than to receive. They labor under no want but 
one—they want the heart / The bountiful God adds this to the other gifts which 
he has bestowed upon them ! I turn to the other sex. 

That venerable mother in Israel, who has exchanged the service of God on 
earth for his service in heaven, has Iefta legacy to her sisters—she has left 
the example of her faith and patience; she has left her prayers; she has left 
the monument of her Christian deeds: and by these she Jetng dead vet speaketh, 
Matrons! has she left her mantle also? Are there none among you to hear her 
voice from the tomb, Go and do thou likewise? None whom affluence permits, 
endowments qualify, and piety prompts, to aim at her distinction by treading 
in her steps? Maidens! Are there none among you, who would wish to arra 
yourselves hereafter in the honors of this virtueus woman? Your hearts have 
dismissed theit wonted warmth and generosity, if they do not throb as the rev. 
erend vision rises before you—Then prepare yourselves now, by seeking and 
serving the God of her youth. You cannot be too early adorned with the 
robes of righteousness and the garments of salvation in which she was wede 
ded, in her morning of life, to Jesus the king of glory. That same grace which 
threw its radiance around her shal] make you also to shine in the é¢eanty of 
holiness; and the fragrance of those virtues which it shall create, develope, 
and ennoble, will be ae the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed, 

Yea, let me press uponall who hear me this evening, the transcendent excel. 
lence of Christian character, and the victorious power of Christian hope. The 
former bears the image of God ; the latter is imperishable as his throne. We 
fasten our eyes with moré real respect, and more heart-felt approbation up- 
en the moral majesty displayed in walking as Christ also walked, than upon all 
the pomps of the monarch, or decorations of the military hero. More touching 
to the sense, and more grateful to high heaven, is the soft melancholy with which 
we look after our departed friend, and the tear whichembalms her memory, 
than the thundering plaudits which rend the air with the name of a conqueror, 
She has obtained a triumph over that Foe who shall break the arm of valor, and 
strike off the crown of kings. The fashion of this world pusseth away. Gid 
Time approaches toward his last hour. The proudest memorials of humar 
erandeur shall be food for the conflagration tobe kindled when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire. Then shall he be glorified in his arte, 
and admired in all them that believe. ‘there are those, perhaps, in the present as. 
sembly, who repute godliness fanaticism ; and the sobriety of Christian peace, 
the gloom of ajoyless spirit; but who cannot forbear sighing out, with the 
prophet of mammon, Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my lust end be 

Hike his. If they proceed no further their wish will not be granted. None shail 
die the death of the righteous, unless by arare dispensation of mercy, who cae 
not liye his life. They only are fit to b€ with God, who love God and keep bis 
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commandments. In that day of transport and of terror which we shall all wit- 
ness, how many of the thoughtless fair who now sport themsclves with their own 
deceivings, Would give all the treasures of the East and thrones of the West, to 
git with IsaBELLA Grauam on the right hand of Jesus Christ !” pp. 29—49, 


With how bright a lustre those women appear, whose lives, like 
Mrs. Graham’s, are adorned with distinguished piety, and filled up with 
vigorous and steady efforts to do good, compared with the gay triflers 
of the sex, the giddy flutterers in the rounds of fashion and of folly, the 
very end and aim of whose being are admiration and amusement, ak 
though graced with all the fascinations, which wit and heauty, elegance 
of manners and the embellishments of education can throw around 
them. ‘The one class live withour benefit to the world, and when 
they die, they leave no chasm in society. Aside from their immedi- 
ate friends, their loss is not felt, and they depart ol:jects alike of cen- 
sure and of pity to the wise and pious. The mind shudders to pursue 
them to that world, where, perhaps for the first time, the severe lan. 
guage of truth is heard, and where, instead of the complaisance of ad- 
miration and of the soft accents of flattery, they meet the frowns ofa 
slighted sovereign, and the fearful sentence of a stern and «n incensed 
judge. On the character of the other, the eye dwells with unalloyed 
pleasure. When theserious and reflecting mind traces the path, which 
they pursued, it sees it brightened with their virtues, and conducting 
on to the regions of eternal day. When they take their flicht to heav- 
en, they are followed by the tearful eyes of the naked and famishing, 
the diseased and wretched the ignorant and vicious, to whom they 
have conveyed relief and comfort, and whom they have taught to aspire 
to glory andjoy, ina better world. Their death is regarded as a pub- 
lic calamity, and their memory is blessed. 

The source of the singular excellence uf Mrs. Graham’s character, 
and of the uniform course of beneficence, wlrich she pursued, was her 
religion. Her religion was the religion of the heart. It was founded 
on a full belief of the eardinal doctrines of christianity, the doctrines of 
grace. I’hese great principles, instead of glimmering around the under- 
standing, came home with effect to her feelings, and proved, as it is 
their natural tendency in every case to prove, a constant spring of 
kind and virtuous exertion, and of a devout, and conscientious, and ex- 
emplary deportment. 

Mrs. Graham’s acts of kindness were not the offspring of an occa- 
sional and temporary impulse.. ‘They were performed in conformity 
with a setled plan of beneficence. Hence, they were so numerous 
and of so exalted a character. That she might constantly be enabled 
to meet those demands, which might be fairly made upon her Jiberali- 
ty, “She kept a purse for God.” 'The reason, why most pious individ- 
uals contribute so little to the various charitable purposes, which call 
for their encouragement and support, is the want, at the moment they 
are needed, of the necessary means. Wouid each one, according to 
his ability, lay aside, at stated seasons,a fixed portion of his income for 
pious and behevolent uses, with an unalterable determination, that 
the “hallowed store” should, in no case, be broken in upon, and alien- 
ated to other than its original destination, a fund for aiding charitable 
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designs, would be constantly on hand, and all the temptations, which 
are now felt toresort to some frivolous excuse, tosome vainand disin- 
genuous subterfuge to satisfy the mind, either that the proposed object 
does not deserve patronage, or that our circumstances forbid our afford- 
ing it any aid, would be happily obviated. We would urgently re- 
commend it to the serious consideration of each of our readers, 
whether duty does not imperiously demand, that they, like Mrs. 
Graham, should “keep a purse for God and there deposit the first-fruits 
of all their increase and regard them as sacred to his service.” With 
him, whose conscience is enlightened and tender, and who feels 
the energy of christian principles and the weight of christian motives, 
there can be no ddubt, what should be his decision on this question.— 
Should this practice, which, in our estimation, duty so pointedly re- 
quires,be universally adopted,a new and brighter era would dawn upon 
the charitable institutions of our country: 

Mrs. Graham’s signal usefulness certainly affords the highest en- 
couragement to exertions to do good, and her example urges, in the 
most powerful manner, the sacred duty of making those exertions. It 
would be difficult to estimate fully the benefits, which might result 
from the combined efforts of “ men of talent, of standing, of wealth, of 
Jeisure.” And surely they are answerable at the bar of conscience and 
of God, for all the good, which they might accomplish; but whicli in- 
dolence, selfishness, or timidity prevents them from achieving. To 
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

But, others, who move in lower spheres of action, and who ate privi- 
leged with less vigorous powers and with less ample means, are, in no 
degree, excused from every possible endeavor. We are aware, that a 
depressing and painful sense of their individual insignificance, and of 
their incompetence to make any powerful, or efficient exertions in be- 
halfof human virtue and happinee:, occasionally comes over ingenuous 
and pious minds. But it is a persuasion, against which it is their duty 
to struggle. Noone should give way to the belief, that to do good, 
and important good, is beyond his power. If each individual, in past 
ages, had acted on the opinion, that he could do nothing for the promo- 
tion of the welfare of his species, what a spectacle the world would 
now exhibit ! Aud if each one were now to adopt the sentiment, for the 
covernment of his future conduct, what an appalling scene of cuilt and 
woe would soon be universally witnessed! But while no individual 
may safely conclude, that nothing can be expected from hini, romantic 
hopes are not to be entertained. We are not to contemplate a single 
impetuous struggle, to be crowned with splendid success. The work “of 
beneficence cannot be accomplished at once. It is tobe regarded ag 
the labor ofour lives. It has usually been by a course of steady and 
persevering efforts, that great and beneficial changes have been effect- 
ed among mankind. By uniform exertion, at no “time sighally effica- 

e€i0us, much good may be secured, ina series of years. The want of 
success should only prompt to new endeavors; and to these a brighter 
and happier issue may be allotted. Let each individual,then, as far as 
in him lies, aim to obtain every valuable object, which appears deserv- 
ing of pursuit. Let him vigorously exert himself to ensure the ¢o-ope- 
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ration of others. Wherever he fails, he will fail in an enterprize, in 
which it will be glorious to have embarked. His attempt will be ap- 
nlauded by heaven, and his recompence is sure at the resurrection of the 
just. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted, according to that 
aman hath, and not according to that he hath not. 


~~ 4 O— 


EXTRACT. 


In him, Christ, the beauty of the Divine image was refulgent 
in its original perfection; in all the sons of Adam, obscured and mar- 
red, in adegree to be scarce discernible,—the will depraved, the im- 
azination debauched, the reason weak, the passions rampant! This de- 
formity is not externally visible, nor the spiritual beauty which is its 
opposite : but could the eye be turned upon the internal man, we 
should see the hideous shape ofa will at enmity with God—a heart dis- 
regarding his law, insensible of his goodness, fearless of his wrath, swell- 
ing with the passions of ambition, avarice, vain-glory, lust. Yet this 
is the picture of the unregenerated man, by the depravity consequent 
upon the fall, born in iniquity, and conceived in sin. 


Bishop Horsley. 


-—____ 
ANECDOTE OF DR. RODGERS. 


A few years ago, says the Rev. Mr. Forrest, [related to Dr. Rodg- 
ers an anecdote of a Scots clergyman, who, while preaching from these 
words, Heb. xi. 32. And what shall. more say? for the time would fait 
me to tell of Gideon, &e. observed, ‘My brethren, here are some very 
rough-spun saints: really, if the Spirit of God had not decided this 
matter, it would have been hard work to have admitted them among 
the number. But, my brethren, this teaches us that, if we get to heav- 
en, we shall see many folks there that we did not expect.” Dr. Rodg- 
ers observed, “ Yes, my friend, I expect to see in heaven among other 
wonders, three very great ones: some there whom I did not expect to 
have seen there; others not there, whom I had great expectations of 
seeing there; but the greatest wonder of all, will be, to see myself there, 
the chief of sinners, pardoned and sanctified through the grace of 
God!” 
Miller's Life. 


—_—- 


Davip Hume observed, that all the devout persons, he had ever met 
with, were melancholy. On this Bishop Horne remarked ; This might 
very probably be; for in the first place, it is most likely. that he saw 
very few, his friends and acquaintance being of another sort; and, 
secondly, the sight of him would make a devout man melancholy at 
any time. ! 
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FOREIGN. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE TWENTIETH GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE LOMDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, MAY 12, 1814. 


Christian Friends, 

To those of you who recollect the first meeting of this Society, in the mem- 
orable month of September, 1795, who can trace its gradual progress from year 
to year, and who now contemplate the number of missionaries employed in 
various parts of the world and the happy success of their labors, together with 
the flourishing state and extensive usefulness of other institutions which sprung 
frem this, the present occasion must afford a high degree of sacred delight, 
approaching perhaps to the felicity of the heavenly world, where the conver- 
sion of sinnerson earth, and the enlargement of the Mediator’s kingdom, con- 
tribute to the joys of the redeemed. 

Which of us at the first commencement of the Society, could have ventured 
to hope that in less than twenty years so general a movement of the Chris. 
tian church would be effected ; that so many hundred thousands of languid 
professors would have been roused from their supine and torpid state; that 
with so much union of spirit, so much ardor of desire, somuch energy of exer- 
tion, so much liberality and benevolence, they would concur in sending the 
heralds of the Gospel, and the Scriptures of truth to the remotest natiens of 
the earth. This hath God done! His be the glory ! be ours the joy ! 

The Directors for the past year will now complete their duty, by laying be- 
fore you a brief account of their proceedings during that period, with the 
present state of the several missions under your patronage. 


OTAHEITE. 


The Directors commence their Report with a pleasure they never before en- 
joyed—the pleasure of stating, that after the patient labors of fifteen years, en- 
Jivened only by some faint rays of hepe, those labors were not entirely fruitless ; 

our faithful missionaries at Otaheite feel themselves rewarded for all their 
toil by the conversion of King Pomarre to the faith of the Gospel. They did in- 
deed derive some solace from the belief, that a few individuals, feeling in their 
departing moments the need of that salvation, which they had too long neg. 
lected, cast their dying eyes to the cross, and expired in hope of eternal Ife 
by vesus Christ. They faithfully persisted for many a long year; having re- 
ceived of the Lord, and of the Society, this ministry, they fainted not ; and after 
they were driven from the scene of their labors by civil war, they readily re- 
turned at the invitation of the king, and with pleasure renewed their work.— 
In the course of a few months after their return, their hearts were cheered 
with the pleasing appearance of the effects of divine grace on the heart of the 
king. The Directors first received this welcome information by a letter dated 
October 21, 1812, which however did not arrive till October 1813. On the 
18th of July, 1812, Pomarre declared to the Missionaries his full conviction 
of the truth of the Gospel, as the result of deliberate consideration ; his determin- 
ation to worship Jehovah as the only living and true God and his desire to make a 
public profession of his faith,by being baptised. The missionaries, greatly rejoic- 
ed, assured him that they would not cease to pray for him, but thoughtit pru- 
dent to defer his baptisin till he should have received further instruction, and 
until, by a careful observation of his conduct, they should be fully satisfied as 
to the reality of his conversion. In this advice he calmly acquiesced ; but was 
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earnestly desirous of immediately building a convenient house fr divine wor- 
ship; this however was deferred for a while, until the peace of the island should 
be tully established. R 

Subsequent letters seem to afford increasing evidence of Pomarre’s sinceri- 
ty. The missionaries state, that when at a distance from them, and amidst 
very important eryagements, le regularly observed the Lord’s day ;—that he 
labored to persuade his relations to embrace Christianity ; that he has entire. 
ly abandoned his idols ; thathe entertains very clear and consistent views of the 
principal doctrines of the Gospel; and, above ‘all, inathe expresses the mosy 
deep contrition on account of his former vicious life, anda most humbling 
sense of his nativedepravity. We trust therefore we may indulge the pleas- 
ing hope, that Pomarre is become a real Christian ; and, ifso that his influence 
and example will at least induce his subjects to hear more attentively, and ex- 
amine more carefully, the great truths proposed to them by our missionaries. 

One of the brethren, in a letter dated New South Wales, in June 1813, says : 
“TI shall only add, respecting him, that supposing him to be a real convert, of 
which there is every rational evidence, and there can be no reasonable doubt, he 
is,not to say che greatest, (which I think I might venture to say), but one of the 
greatest miracles of grace ever exhibited on the stage of this world. To God’s 
holy and glorious name be all the praise.’’ 

But Pomarre appears not to be the only fruit of our brethren’s labors.—y 
** There are others,” say they, ‘‘whom the Lordis drawing to himself from 
among this people ; there is one man in particular of whom we entertain 
good hopes : we have little doubt that his heart ischanged by divine grace, but 
we do not like hastily to baptize any. One of our domestics, who departed 
this life the other day, we hope died in a safe state; he cried for pardoning 
mercy through Christ as long as he was able.”” Other circumstances, they ob- 
serve, are encouraging, but they add, “* We wish still to keep to the maxim 
we have hitherto (perhaps too rigidly) adhered to—to say too little about such 
things rather than too much.” 

While the Society rejoice in this pleasing intelligence, they cannot but 
fee] pain in reflecting upon the serious loss which this mission bas sustained 
by the death of several of the pious females. 

Mrs. Henry dicd July 28, 1812. She was a most valuable woman, patient 
and resigned under all privations and hardships. Her natural disposition 
was amiable, her piety unaffected, and her love for the poor heathen unleign- 
ed. She died after a tedious illness, worn out in the service of the mission. 

Mrs. Davies was also an excellent woman; she unexpectedly departed oa 
> 4th of September, 1812; her infant followed her to the grave three weeks 
after. 

Mrs. Hayward also after suffering much from a complication of disorders, 
departed Ootober 4, 1812. She was greatly supported in the prospect of 
death by the precious promises of the Gospel. 

These valuable women are doubtless gone to receive the gratuitous re- 
ward of those labors and sufferings which they voluntarily encountered, 
that they might advance the kingdom of Christin the world; and their meim- 
ory is blessed. 

‘The missionaries had come to a determination, agreeably to our direc- 
tions, to separate and form a mission on another of the Society Islands, and 
they had fixed upon Reiatea, as the largest or most central of the group; 
but the melancholy losses they had sustained readered it necesary to de- 
fer the execution of their plan, especially as they were about to build a 
vessel of about fifty or sixty tons, as strenuously recommended to them by 
his excellency Governor Macquarrie andthe Rev, Mr. Marsden, to both of 
whom the Society is much indebted for their kind attention to the missionaries. 

It is with great satisfaction we learn, that the obstacles which appeared to 
be in the way of establishing a mission in the Island ef New-Zeland, were 
likely to be removed ; a young chief of that country, who had resided for 
two years at Port Jackson, having returned to it, and introduced agiicul- 
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ture and other arts of civilized life, and who was likely to beeome a friend 
to the missionaries who may hereafter go thither. - 


AFRICA. 


BDurinc the past year, the communications from Africa have been pe- 
culiarly interesting. Our dear brother, Mr. Campbell, agreeably to the 
proposed object of his mission, has visited the various missionary stations 
in distant parts of South Africa; has suggested many excellent regulations 
for their improvement; and has fixed upon several new places, in which mis- 
sionary settlements may probably be established. A minute account of his 
journeys would fill a volume; and such a volume we trust he will supply 
after his return to England, which is shortly expected:* a very slight 
sketch is all that can be admitted into this report. gh 

After a careful examination of official papers relating to the missiona- 
ries, with which he was indulged, and obtaining pasports irom his Exccilency 
the Governor, Sir John Cradock, to the Landrosts of the districts through 
which he was to pass, he left Cape Townon the 21st of February, 1813, 
accompanied by Mr. Hammes (a valuable friend and agen. of our Society,) 
his son, Mr. Bartlett, a catechist, and several Christian Hottentots and others 
belonging to Bethelsdorp. Ina fortnight he reached the Drosdy ot George 
the inhabitants of which are desirous of having « missionary settled among 
them. Mr. Campbell promised that Mr. Paca!t should be sent to them for 
& time, to be succeeded by Mr Wimmer. : 

Mr. Campbell reached Bethelsdorp on the 20th of March, and was receiv- 
ed by Mr. Read and all the missionary brethren with the most cordial af. 
fection, and by the Wottentots with the liveliest expressions of joy 

He witnessed a greater degree of civilization than he was led to expect 
from the reports in cireulation, on his arrival in South Africa. He found at 
Bethelsdorp, natives exercising the business of. smiths, carpenters, sawyers, 
basket-makers, turners, &c. He saw cultivated fields, extending two miles 
in length, on both sides of a river; their cattle had increased fiom two 
hundred and eighteen to two thousand two hundred and six$ from three chun- 
dred to four hundred calves were produced in a year, not mote than fifty of 
which were, in that space of time, allowed tobe slaughtered. The blessed 
efiects of religion were displayed in benevolent institutions formed among 
them; they hada fund for the support of the poor and +: k, which a:..ounted 
to two hundred and fifty rix-dollars; they proposed to build a house tor the 
reception of part of their poor, They had also a common fund for the pur- 
pose of improving the settlement, amounting to one hundred and _ thirty 
dollars and about thirty head of cattle; and they contributed, during the last 
twelve months, seventy rix-dollars in aid of this Society. 

Such are the precious fruits of the seed sown among them by Dr. Van der 
Kemp, Messrs. Read, Ulbricht, Wimmer, and other faithful missionaries !~— 
Such are the powerful effects of divine truth among the most degraded of 
our species, in their civilization, as well as inthe more important concerns 
efreligion. Thus we see a Christian church; cultivated fields and gardens; 
useful manufactories ; an hospital; and an Auxiliary Missionary Society among 
Hottentots! Who now will doubt whether the Gospel ought to be preach- 
ed to uncivilized nations? 

It is peculiarly pleasing to find that the Lord has raised up Several native 
preachers from ameng the cenverted Hottentots, who preach to their coun- 
trymen with great acceptance and usefyluess. One of these preached at 

Plettenberg’s Bay with great success. 


° Mr. Campbeil arrived in London, May the 7th, and gave the Society a 
full account of his mission on the 12h. Jt was thought proper, however, to give 
thie concise statement of his proceedings, as well as of the several setilements, 
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From Bethelsdorp Mr. Campbell proceeded throagh a wild country al- 
most uninhabited, on the borders ef Caffreland, in order to fix upon two 
spots eligible for missionary settlements, in ZuREVELD, near the Great 
Fish River, the Government having kindly promised to give sufficient por- 
tions of land for that purpose. ‘Two suitable places were accordingly fixed 
upon, where, the land being good, a part of the people new at Kethelsdorp 
might settle, and to which some of the cattle might occasionally be scnt 
for the sake of better pasture. Here it was agreed that Mr. Ulbricht, aided 
by Mr. Bartlett, should assist informing a settlement. 

Mr. Campbell next, travelled in a northwesterly direction to Graaf Rein- 
et, where Mr. Kicherer resides, and had the picasuie of witnessing the hap- 
py effects of his labors; here also he met with John, Mary, and Martha, the 
Hottentots whe visited England in the year 1803. 

Here Mr.C. continued about a week, and was tavored with an interview with 
a Mr. Burchel, a botanical traveller in South Atrica, who had just returned 
from an excursion very far north, and who was the first European who had 
penetrated to that part of Africa from Graaf Keinet. After receiving trom 
bin the most valuable directions and cautions, and accompanied by the na- 
tive who had been his guide, he commenced his journey to the Orange 
River, about the 10th of May; Mr. Kicherer, and other friends accompa. 
nying him a week’s journey, as far as the limits of the colony, preaching, 
wherever they had opportunity, to the boors and the heathen, seme of whom, 
alas! had never heard of a God, nor had they a word in tieir language 
whereby todenote him. He crossed the wild Boschemen's country unui he 
reached the Orange River, and after travelling about one hundred miles 
a'ong its banks to the eastward, he found a ford which he safely crossed; 
be deseribes the river as wider than the Thames at London Bridge. 

On the next day he reached Klaar Water, the Missionary settlement 
which has long been under the care of the Brethren Anderson, Kramer, and 
Janz. Here he remained but a few days, and left it, accompanied by 
Messrs. Anderson, Kok, and Hendrick, in order to explore a large and popu- 
lous city which had been described to him. 

After travelling ten days in the direction N. N, E. they arrived at the 
city of LaTAKKoo, which contains about 1500 houses, neatly built, and 
about 8000 inhabitants. After waiting ten days tor the King Mateebee, 
who was absent on a jackal-hunt, Mr. Campbell was introduced to him at 
sunset, and at the very time of the monthly missionary prayer-meeting; 
when our friend requested leave to send missionaries to his people, to ac- 
quaint them with the religion of Jesus Christ. After stating several objec- 
tions to that measure, which Mr. C. was enabled to answer to his compiete 
satisfac-ron, the king gave him this laconic answer—‘‘ Send them, and 1 will 
be a tather to them.” This conference was repeated publicly, at the re- 
guest of the king, on the next day, in the presence of his subjects, and the 
saine liberty to send missionaries openly granted. 

Here Mr. Campbell obtained the important information, that there were 
tweniy tribes of people north of Latakoo, who all speak the same language, 
nd who are reported to be still mere civilized. The hope of being able, at 
a future day, to visit these people by able and faithfui missionaries, and to 
eiffuse among them the knowledge of our Saviour, so agitated with joy the 
heartofour zealous brother, that for several successive nights he could 
scarcely sleep. May the cheering prospect ere long be realized! Our 
Brother Read had similar impressions, regarding the immense field that is 
nOW Opened to British Christians. 

From Latakkoo Mr. Campbell travelled eastward, and in five days reach- 
ed a large Coranna town called Malupeetze where he understood that ne 
white man had been seen before; to this place also he obtained leave from 
the chief and majority of the inhabitants to senc Missionaries. 

Travelling southward from thence, he went in search of the Mulalaren 
River, and discovered a krall, situated ina most beautiful valley, where Ja- 
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hoon, the chiefof all the Boschemen in that part of Africa, resided; he ap. 
peared to be a manof talents, and though he had never before seen a European, 
he consented to Mr Campbell’s proposal of sending missions there also. 

From thence, Mr. C. travelled along the Malalaren River to its junc- 
tion with the Great Orange River, which he discovered was composed of 
four smaller rivers, the Malal.ren, the Yellow River, and two others which 
he named, in compliment to his respected friends, the Governor and Secretary 
at the Cape, the Cradock andthe Alexander. This geographical discovery 
has since afforded great pleasure to gentlemen of science at the Cape. 

Mr. Gampbell and his friends then returned to Klaar Water, after a cir 
gular tour of six weeks; and Mr. C. continued about a fortnight there ta 
arrange the affairs of that settlement. 

Our enterprising brother then proceeded on a_ route entirely new, direct- 
ly across the continent of Africa, westward, pursuing nearly the course of 
the Great Orange River, and on the 13:h of September, reached Little Namaqua- 
land, on the western coast, where he had the pleasure of meeting the Mission- 
ary Brethren Albrecht, Schmelen, and Ebner, laboring im their usual manner. 

From hence Mr.Campbell despatched Mr. Schmelen towards the mouth 
of the Great River, distant about ten days journey, to ascertain, if possible, 
whether supplies could be obtained by sea from the Cape. Should this be 
found practicable, it would be found of inestimable advantage te all the 
settlers on the banks of that great river, and save the great labor and heavy 
expense of long journeys by land to and from Cape Town. Mr. Schmelen 
was desired afterexploring the country, especially the coast of Great Na- 
maqualand, tv penetrate, if possible, into the Damara country, to obtain in- 
formation concerning its inhabitants, and the regions beyond them, known 
to Europeans only by name. His journey, it is hoped, says Mr. Campbell, 
‘* will open such extensive fields of usefulness as will try the faith and lib- 
erality of the benevolent public; but he adds, a sentiment, in which we are 
certain that the whole Society will heartily concur—* that British Chris- 
tians only require the fields to be fairly laid open before them’—their ample 
contributions will follow of course. 

One circumstance, smong the many difficulties and deliyerances which Mr. 
Campbell experienced, must not be omitted. In the midst of that deso« 
late wilderness through which he passed, an attack was one night made on 
his company by a party of wild Boschemen, who killed one of the Hotten- 
tots, and carried off all their oxen, which were more than one hundred. 
This left the brethren in a situation, the peril and horror of which we can 
scarcely conceive ; for had not their oxen been recovered, their total de- 
struction seemed inevitable. In their trouble they called upon God, put 
themselves into the best posture of defence they could, and sent a party of 
Hottentots in pursuit of the plunderers; most happily they overtook them 
—the Boschemen fled, and the cattle were brought back 5efore morning. Such 
a memorable deliverance demands the warmest gratitude of the whole Society. 

After a journey of nine months, replete with dangers, discoveries, and mercies, 
our dear brother returned to the Cape in better health than when he set out; for 
such was then the state of his health, that he scarcely expected to return. 

He closes that interesting letter from which this part of the report is 
extracted, with the most earnest request that six or more missionaries 
mav immediately be sent to Africa to supply the stations proposed. The 
Directors have not yet been able to accomplish this, but have been taking 
preparatory measures for the purpose, and are in hope of soon obtaining suit- 
abie missionaries both in Britain and in Holland. 

The Directors need not enlarge on this interesting intelligence : every 
member of the Society feels its importance, and will doubtless rejoice in the 
prospect of a wide diffusion of the blessings of thejGospel, and its concem. 
itant blessings of civilized Jife anc social happiness. 
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NAMAQUA COUNTRY. 


fr will be recollected, that about the close of the year 1810, Mr. and 
Mrs. Albrecht, (with many of their people) being under the most painful 
apprehensions from the threatened invasion of Africaner, 2 notorious plun- 
derer, left the settlement at Warm Bath, in the Great Namaqua Country, 
temoving what they could of their property, and hiding the rest in the 
earth ;* after several painful removals Mr and Mrs. Albrecht reached Cape 
Town, in order to procure the assistance of the Governor. It will also be 
recollected, that having settled their affairs there, they again journeyed 
northward, hoping, if practicable, te resume their labors at the Warm Bath— 
After sustaining extreme hardships and difficulties for three months, in 
the wilderness, they reached Silver Fountain, the residence of the friendly 
Captain Kok. There,it will be remembered, that our most excellent female 
Missionary Mrs. Albrecht, terminated her pilgrimage, and departed to her 
eternal rest, April 13, 1812. 

Sometime after this event, Mr. Albrecht, accompanied by Mr. Schmelen, 
paid a visit to the Namaquas, south of the Orange River, and preached the 
Gospel in various places, in some of which deep impressions appeared te 
have been made. Some of their people wished them to return to Warm 
Bath, but they were convinced, that on account of the sterility of the country, 
they would soon be under the necessity of dispersing; they were also under 
apprehensions of a renewed attack from Afiricaner; they determined, 
therefore, on residing for the present at least at Kamiesberg, as being near- 
er the colony, and because the Orange River weuld prove a kind of barrier to 
them from their enemies. Here also they would have nearly the same peo- 
ple to instruct as had formerly lived at the Bath. The ground however is 
barren and unfit for agriculture; but there are several springs of water.— 
The number of persons residing at this station, were,according to the last 
accounts, about five hundred, besides the bastard Hottentots at the neigh- 
boring krall of Byzondermeid, who amounted to one hundred and forty- 
five, including men, women, and children. Others had left the country in 
€onsequence of the depredations of Africaner, The loss sustained at the 
Warm Bath, and the expense occa sioned by the long journeys of the mis- 
sionaries, is very considerable, in which is included a great number of sheep 
and goats; besides eighteen oxen, which could not proceed on their jour- 
ney, and others stolen and slaughtered by the Boschemen. 

The present station of the brethren Albrecht, Schmelen, Helm, and Eb- 
ner, is about three days journey from their former residence at the Warra 
Bath. When Mr. Campbell was at this place, he wrote a conciliatory let- 
ter to Africaner, and sent him some presents, thus returning good for evil, 
and not withont hope that the brethren would be permitted to return to 
their former residence, to which the people were much attached. 


KLAAR WATER, NEAR TEB ORANGE RIVER. 


The Directors regretted in their last Report, that they had heard nothing 
of Mr. Anderson, at Orange River, for a long time: during the past year, 
however, they have received several letters from him. 

Mr. Anderson, who had been a very long season at the Cape, set off, (with 
his wife arid youngest child) on the 19th of June 1811. At Tulbagh, (for- 

* In August 1812, some of the brethren visited this spot, attended by twelve 
armed men: they found the place almost without Inhabitants: they examined the 

luce where Messrs. Albrecht and Sydenfaden had buried part of their goods, a 
few of whichthey found, but the greater part had been curried off. The houses 
and church were burnt down, a few walls only were standing. Thus a place in 
which the Lord had greatly blessed his word was become a heap of ruins, and a 
habitation of lions, Lhe country around was almost deserted. 
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merly called Roodesand) they were joined by Mr. Kramer, his wife and 
ehild. They were alarmed, on the road with repeated reports of enemies, 
who were lying in wait to attack them; they were frequently much perplexed, 
not knowing what to do; they persisted, however, on their journey without 
any molestation, and, ny the good providence of God, arrived safely at Klaar 
Water, on the Z0th of September, late in the evening. On the next morning, 
a public mecting was held to offer up thanks to God for their preservation 
on their journcy, andfor his numerous favors bestowed upon Mr. Janz, who 
had continued at this station during the abseace of Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Anderson complains much of the general lukewarmness of the people ;— 
there had been lately but few awakenings among them; but he expresses an 
earnest desire for a gracious revival. About three hundred persons generally at. 
tended the preaching of the word on the Lord’s day,and the behavior of the people 
was, in general, decent and moral. In agriculture but slow progress was made, 
and the cori raised was insufficient for the subsistence of the people. Their 
Cattle, however, are multiplied. One individual in the settlement had 400 head 
of cattle, 1700 sheep, and 300 goats ; others had 200 head of cattle, and several 
from 50 to 100, so tha: in the last vear, the colony of the Cape had been suppli- 
ed from Klaar Water with about 500 head of cattle ; in return for which they 
brought back waggons, horses, and other articles. This progress in civilization 
is very cheering to the benevolent mind. The number of people in this settle- 
ment was, in August 1812, about seven hundred or eight hundred, including: 
men, women and children. Four persons had been baptized and received into 
communion in the course of the year. : 

For several years after the missionaries took up their residence among this 
people, they lived a wandering life; consequently were obliged to follow them 
from place to place, which was extremely inconvenient to the missianaries, and 
a great obstacle to the civilization and improvement of the people. However, at 
length, after many intreaties, the people resolved to take up a settled residence 
at Klaar Water, and two neighboring out posts. Since that time they have 
cultivated and sown a corsiderable portion of ground, planted several gardens, 
some of them have built houses ofstones, and now begin to feel themselves at 
home. 


SILVER FOUNTAIN. 


Mr. and Mts. Sass, after a most difficult and hazardous journey through the 
wilderness, in which they lost several of their oxen, and were without bread 
for nearly a month, reached, at length, the residence of Captain Kok. Their 
gratitude to God, and to him, was greater than they could express; they were 
filled with astonishment at the divine goodness, so that they wept tears of joy 
and thankfulness through the silent hours of the night. Here the people were so 
desirous of hearing the word, that they intreated him to preach to them twice 
every day, and on the Lord’s day, thrice. They built him a little hut to dwell 
in, urging him to reside among them as their teacher, till they should be able 
to remove to the neighborhood of Mr. Anderson, near the Orange River, where 
he might have two hundred hearers, and obtain a garden and ground for vege- 
tables and corn. Mr. Sass promised to comply with their request, if agreeable 
to the Society at home. This plan was also approved by Mr. Albrecht, who 
arrived soon after, having been helped forward in his journey by the oxen sent 
to meet him by Captain Kok. 

Many persons here received the word with joy, and several individuals ap- 
peared to be really converted to the Lord. One person, of some influence 
who had been an enemy, now fell under the power of the word, and rejoic- 
ed that ber house and garden could afford any refreshment to the missiona- 
ries who instructed them. A farmer and his family, who came from a distance, 
begged leave to stay at Silver Fonntain for the purpose of instruction.— 
Several others resorted to this place for the privilege of hearing the Gospel. 


I 






































































66 Religious Intelligence. Frs- 


The number of the people, in the beginning of the last year, (including 
old and young) was about 118. 

Here we must mention, with the deepest concern, that Mrs. Sass, (for- 
merly Miss Gordon, a sister of Mr. Gordon, one of the Missionaries in In- 
dia} was removed by death, after a very short illness, from her useful em- 
ployment, as the helper of cur brother Sass in his evangelical labors This took 
place at the very time when Mr. Campbell called at Silver Fountain, on 
his long journey. ‘I think,” says he, “she was as well suited to the mise 
sionary work, as any female in the world. We spent two pleasant days 
together, when she was in good health, but on the third she entered the reaims 
of endless day, with the serenity of a martyr.”’ 

Messrs. Read and Wimmer were for atime at the Hooge Krall, the Dros- 
dy of George, near Bota’s Place, where they preached both to free persons and 
slaves, who heard them with great interest, and it is belicved with no small 
profit, and most earnestly intreated that a missionary should come and re- 
side among them. The brethren much approved of this measure, and Mr. 
Wimmer felt himself strongly inclined to reside among them.- When the peo- 
ple of this krall were apprised of the approach of Mr Campbell and his friends, 
they sent messengers to meet him, and about fifty of them came several miles 
to welcome him, expressing the greatest anxiety to know whether or not th. 
might expect a missionary, and when one was promised by Mr Campbell, they 
displayed the highest degree of satisfaction. ‘‘ Could 1,” says Mr. Campbell, 
‘‘ have brought the great missionary assemblies in the month of May to this 
krall, to witness the scene that passed, I think they would have thrown in their 
gold by handfuls to aid the missionary funds.” At present, Mr. Pacalt, (whose 
ultimate destination is the island of Madagascar) is laboring with suecess among 
these Hottentots, till an opportunity shall occur for his reaching that island, 
when it isexpected Mr. Wimmer will succeed him at Hooge Krall. 

The journal and letters of Mr. Messer, at Brackelsdale, contain many pleas- 
ing instances of the power of divine grace on the hearts of the Hottentots, sev- 
eral of whom were slaves. Mr. Messer seems to posses a true missionary spirit, 
and delights greatly in seizing every opportunity ofdoing good. He sometimes 
preached at five o’clock in the morning to the slaves, who went away from the 
yneeting singing te their work. The arrival of Mr Campbell and “Mr. Thom 
afforded great pleasure to Mr Messer, who was exceedingly refreshed in spirit 
by their visit and prayers. Mr. Messer’s engagement with Mr. Ross, among 
whose slaves, and others trom the neighborhood, he had been laboring for twelve 
months, having terminated, it was judged necessary for him to remove to Beth. 
elsdorp, to supply the place of some Missionaries who were on the eve of 
removing to other stations, where we trust his labors will be attended with the 
blessing of God. 


CAPE. 


From Mr. Thom, at the Cape, many valuable communications have been re- 
ceived during the past year. He continues to preach three or four times a 
weck to a considerable number of persons, chiefly the soldiers of the 93d regi- 
ment, (Sutherland Highlanders,) of whom he has frequently from two hundred 
tosix hundred hearers. He spesks very highly of their moral conduct, their se- 
vious piety and their exemplary liberality. Among other charitable objects, 
they have contributed seven hundred rix dollars, (above one hundred pounds 
sterling) to the missionary cause. Seventy of these pious soldiers have been 
formed intoa Christian church. The transient labors of the Brethren Read 
Pritchett, Hands, Brain and Thompson, while they were at the Cape appear o 
have contributed to those pleasing results which Mr. Thom has witnessed But 
Mr Thom’s labors are not confined to the ministry of the rospe! ; he has been 


instrumental in the formation of religious institutions, and in the distribution of 


the Scriptures, other books, and religious tracts ; he has alse under his care 
some young men, iitented for the woik of the ministiy. 
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In the month of September last he administered the Lord’s Supper to more 
than one hundred communicants, when about four hundred persons were spec- 
tators. 

In the month of January, 1812, Captain Kok, with more than twenty Hotten- 
tots, paid a visit to the Cape, when a meeting was held for prayer and confer- 
ence with them. Many questions were proposed by Mr. Thom, which 
were answered in a manner which provec that the instructions which 
had been given them by the Brethren Anderson, Janz and Kramer, 
at Klaar Water, had not been in vain. Those who have read the ac- 
count of this conference (published in the Evangelical Magazine tor July, 1813,) 
will rejoice to find that the minds of Hottentots, enlightened by the Spirit of 
God, are well uble to receive the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel, and 
that their Christian experience is exactly of the same kind with that of their pol. 
ished brethren in Europe. It affords aiso strong encouragement to missionaries 
to proceed in their labors of love among the heathen. 

Mr. Miine, a Missionary to China, who was present on this affecting’ occas 
sion, says, “* If some of you, my aged fathers, who have long exercised faith in 
the promises of God, and have long been praying for their accomplishment, 
could now see Ethiopia literally stretching out her hands to God, I think you 
would be almost ready to fall into the arms of death with the song of Simeon 
in your mouths, Lord, now lettest thou thy servants depart in peace.” 

(To be continued )} 


— +o 
DOMESTIC. 
Extract from the last Report of the New-York Bible Society. 


Yn the last year’s Report, the Society were informed of the measures which 
had been taken to ascertain the practicability of printing, in this City, an edi- 
tion of the Bible in the French language, for distribution in Louisiana and Cana- 
da; also, ofthe circular letter sent to other Bible Societies, with a view to ob- 
tain their co-operation in this work. In the former part of this year, the pros- 
pect of aid from that source was not generally as encouraging as had been ex- 
pected, and as the magnitude of the undertaking seemed to require Perguaded, 
however, that Divine Providence had opened a very favorable door for the intro- 
duction and circulation of the holy Scriptures in that language among the nu- 
merous French ijuhabitants of this country, whoare deplorably destitute of them, 
the Board determined to undertake an edition of siz thousand copies of the 
French Bible, in bumble hope that the Lard would provide the means necessary 
to complete it. 
The Board now call upon their Christian brethren to unite with them in 
expressing their gratitude to the great Dispenser of every good gift, for having 
disposed so many sister institutions,and so many of their fellow citizens,to con- 
tribute with great Jiberality to the promotion of this labor of love.* 
Our brethren of The Auxiliary New-York Bible Society, having lately published 
the Annual Report of their transactions, this Board need only to state, that the 
common cause is deriving great advantage from the zealous and active labors of 
that useful establishment—-. 
In the course of this year they have distributed about 1000 Bibles. 
Lhe Washington County Bible Soctety, in a country but recently settled, had, 
in the course of che firsi vear of their establishment, raised funds sufficient to ) 
enable them to distribute 500 Bibles. It was expected that they would circu. 
late a larger number during the present year. ‘They entertained the hope, at no 
distant period, of ‘* beholding every family in that county provided with a copy 
of the Word of Life.” 


* Upwards of free thousand Dollars have been received, 
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The Otsezo County Bible Society, had distributed in the course of the. year, 346 
Bibles, and 200 New Testanients. in fourteen towns of their vicinity. 

The Bible Society of Salem and its vicinity (in Massachusetts) have circulated 
in the past year 320 Bibles throughout the towns in their neighborhood, The to- 
tal amount distributed by them since the formation of that Society, is about ¢ 60. 
Bibles, and 90 New Testamen!s. 

In the fifth annual report of The Connectiont Bible Society, it is gratdying to ob- 
serve the liberal support which that institution continues to receive, the flourish- 
ing condition of their funds, and the generous usc they make of them. During 
tlhe past year, notwithstanding the pressure of war, the contributions to their 
treasury had not diminished. They purchased 2509 Bibles; sent 500 dollars to 
the East Indies, towards repairing the loss by fire at Serampore ; and advanced 
500 dollars to this Society to aid in printing the Scriptures in French. They 
circulated 943 Bibles in their own state, and sent for gratuitous distribution 
elsewhere 1579 more. Since the organization of that Society, they have distribu. 
ted in Connecticut 5914 Bibles,and gut of the state 4227, making in al] 20,141, 
besides 100 New Testaments. . 

The Board have heard, with much pleasure, of the benevolent labors of The 
Nussdu Hall Bible Society during the past year. 

By the Sixth Report of Whe Bible Society of Philadelphia it apears, that during 
the past year they have delivered for gratuitous distribution in sundry places up- 
wards of 500 Bibles,and 700New Testaments; besides many copies circulated by 
the Managers. Since their stereotvpe press bas been in operation, they have 
struck off 14,125 Bibles, and 3250. New Testaments. 

For want of authentic mformation, the Board have it not in their_power to 
mention any thing special concerning the proceeding’s of other Bible Societies 
in this country, than of the above nained. ‘Fhey can, however, state generally, 
that these institutions are rapidly increasing in the United States; their num- 
ber having more than doubled in the course of this year. 

There appear now to be—one Bible Society in the State of New-Hampshire, 
seven 10 Massachusetts, two* in Vermont, one in Rhode-Island, ene in Connecti- 
Cut, twelve in New-York, four in New-Jersey, eight in Pennsylvania, one in Dela- 
ware, two i Marviand, eleven in Virginia, one in North-Carolina, two in South. 
Carolina, ove in Georgia, gne in K ‘Blacky, thrce in Ohio, one in Tennessee, one 
in Missisippi territory, exe in Louisiana, and one in the District of Columbia ;—~ 
making in all, eicty-two. 

The Board notice with much pleasure the establishment, during the past year, 
of several Female Associations in this country, formed for the purpose of con- 
tributing, by their personal attention as well as by their pecuniary means, to 
disseminate the Word of God. In the last year’s Report, mention was made of 
the formation of The Female Bible Siciety of Geneva, on the Seneca Lake.— 
Since then, another of the same kind has been instituted in this state, at the 

‘illage of Poughkeepsie ; also, one at Philadelphia ; one at Boston; one at Bur- 
lington, in the state of New-Jersey ; one at Curlisle, in Pennsylvania; one at Vew- y 
ville, twelve miles from Carlisle; and one at Manchester, in Virginia. | 

Te British and Foreign Bible Society continues to proceed it, its splendid Cae 
reer with extended means, and with increasing activity and usefulness. 

At the close of the tenth year of that establishment, their receipts amounted 
to 87,125 pounds sterling, and their payments to 84,652 pounds sterling. 

Since the formation of that Society, they have expended for tae general object 
an amount equal to one million two hundred thousand dollars; of which, more 
than three hundred and fifty thousund dollars have been granted to other institu. , 
tions for promoting the same work. 

In less than nine years they issued for circulation in that country upwards of 





* This statement is inacurute, Thereis but one general Bibie Sociesy tn Ver- 
mont, ‘There are Sucieites én scvera! countics ; but they are mese'y auxiliary Secic. 
ties. Eo. 








1815. Religious Intelligence. 69 


a million of copies of the Bible and New Testament, besides furnishing the means 
of gratuitously distributing a vast number in other parts of the world 

‘hey have printed, or contributed to the printing of the word of God in ffty- 
five different languages and dialects 

There are now in Great Britain upwards of four hundred Bible Societies and 
Branches, auxiliary to the parent institution; besides a considerable number of 
smaller Associations connected with these, and aiding in the collection of con- 
tributions and in the circulation of the Scriptures 

In the Russian Empire, to the Bible Society of St. Petersburg, and that of 
Abo, in the province of Finland, mentioned in last year’s report, there have been 
added six other large auxiliary establishments ;—one at Afoscow, one at Dor pat, 
one at Aiituu, one at Reval, one at Riga, and one at Yuroslaff;—all eo-operae 
ting with the parent institution at the metropolis, in the great work ot diffusing 
the knowledge of Divine truth throughout every part of that extensive country. 
They have undertaken to translate and print the Scriptures in ten different lan- 
guages and dialects, which are used in the Russian dominions. 

Several! new Bible Societies have sprung up in Germany, Denmark, Holland 
and Switzerland; which are patronized and supported by princes and nobles, as 
wellas by the clergy of every denomination, and people of every descripticn. 

Several Romun Catholic clergymen (some of whom are eminent for their learn- 
ing, as well as their piety, and occupy conspicuous ecclesiastical and civil sta- 
tions} are actively engaged in translating aud disseminating the Scriptures 
among the people ef their denomination, and particularly among the children in 
Catholic schools in Germany. 

A Society has been formed at the Cape of Good Hope, uniting the twofold pur- 
pose of distributing the Scriptures and educating the poor 

A Bivie Society has been instituted at the Isiand of Mauriteus ; one at S: Hel- 
ena; one at Bombay; one among the people of colour in Jamaciu; three in Wova 
acotia; and one at Quedec 

The trauslation of the Scriptures into the Asiatic languages is pursued with 
unabated activity in India ; and by the last accounts from Canton, it appears 
that Mr. Vorrison had made considerable progress in a version of the New ies- 
tament into the Chinese language. He had finished the Acts of ihe Apostles, an 
edition of which had been printed, and was in circulation, and an improved edi- 
tion was in the press. It was expected that he would soon complete the printe 
ing of the whole Chinese New Testament.* 

The printing of the Turéiah New Testament, under the direction of the Mis- 
sionaries at Kurass, was some time since finished, and is in circulation. The 
Turkish “is the written language throughout all the Tartar tribes. It is spo- 
ken through the whole of the Turkish Empire, and a great part, if not the great- 
er part of Persia.” It is used, or understood bya greater population, than any 
other in the world. 

The last, though not the least interesting and remarkable incident to be re- 
Jated, is, that acensiderable number of the I/eathen in Siberia, have actually 
asked for the holy Scriptures, and have sent large contributions to the Russian 
Bible Society for promoting its circulation, under an impression of its benefi- 
cial influence upon the morals of men. Among the number, are “ three Stbvrian 
Heathen Princes, one of whom, from a distant province, sent money to the Bible 
Society-at St. Petersburg, and begged to have some Tartar Testaments to dis- 
tribute among the poor people, for whose sulvation he wus anxious.” 


@ The werk. has been finished, and two copies have been forwarded to this country, 
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Extract of a letter from Mr, Daniel Smith, now, in company with Mr. Mills, ona 
eM sstorary Vour,in the Southwestern parte of the United States, dated Lexing- 
ton, Ky Dec. 5, 1814, to a gentleman in this place. 


** The objectoi the mission is—first, to preach the gospel. This we do as of- 
ten as we can, considering the length of the tour, and the rapidity, with which 
we are obliged to pass ever the country. We find the people of this western 
country generally very attentive hearers; but, except a few instances of truly pi- 
ous persons, not much ailected with the truths of the gospel. Qur journey has 
rej iced the hearts of some such, who had not seen the face of a Presbyterian 
preacacr, for years before :—indeed, presbyterian preachers have never been 
geen 1M inany portions of the north-western Territories —Another object of our 
mission 1s the distribution of the Scriptures.—Six hundred English Bibles 
wereicommitted to our care. We have sent them, in diferent boxes, to all the 
We stern States and Territories, except Michigan.—The Philadelphia Bible %o- 
cicty has, with the assistance of other Societies, printed an edition of 6.00 
French Testaments, for gratuitous distribution amoug the French Catholicks, 
on the Missisippi from St, Louis to New-Qrleans. ‘These are on their way 
to tie places of their destination. We have been at St. Louis, and are going, 
it prov dence permits, to New-Orleans, to attend to the distribution of them.— 
We have had an interesting interview with the Roman Catholic Bishop Flaget 
0 the subject. The prospect 1s, that he will cordially favor the circulauon 
of the Pustaments among his people. His diocese, however, has few French in 
it, except in the Illinois Territory. It includes Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and 
Tennessee. We have reason to hepe this precious treasure will be gratefully ree 
ceived. 

Another Jeading object of our mission is to assist, so far as we are able, in 
the formation of Bibte Societies.—Hardly can you conceive, my dear Sir, how 
necessary such institutions are this country. In the State of Ohio, no less 
tian 13000 Bibles are wanted that every destitute family may be supplied with 
a single Bibie. And, as we proceeded westward through Indiana, Ulinois and 
Missouri, we found the destitute portion of the populauon rapidly increasing. 
We saw the nakedness of the land, and our eyes affected our hearts. In ne}- 
ther Shawnee-town, nor Kaskaskias, villages containing about 1U0 houses, as we 
were informed bythe inhabitants, were there more than four, or five Bibles. In 
the Ulinois and Mississippi Territories, probably not more than one family in 
four or five is supphed witha Bible. Thousands are perishing bya famine of 
the word of God; not merely of the written, but also of the preached word. In 
Lilinors and Mississippi there is not a single Presbyterian preacher. In Indiana 
only one or two 

As soon, therefore, as we arrived inthe western country, we began to turn 
our attention to the formation of Bible Societies. In Washington, Penn. I had 
the satistaction of assisting in organizing one, which had a fair prospect of use- 
fulness. In Cincinnati, Ohio, we saw a numberof clergymen and laymen, of 
different denominations, together to consult respecting a Bible Society for that 
place and the vicinity. A committee was appointed todraw up a constitution 
and notify a second meeting. Probably a powerful Society has been formed. 
Cincinnati is a very flourishing town, containing 5000 inhabitants, and support- 
ed by arich back country. It is able to do a great deal in the good work of 
giving the B.ble to the poor. 

43 500N as Wwe entered the Indiana Territory, we began to converse upon this 
subject. Men of influence and respectability, both clergymen of different de- 
nominations and laymen, from the eastern boundary quite through to Vincen- 
nes on the western, Were ready to enter into our views. Gov. Posey gave the 
business his decided apprubation. And onour return matters were placed ina 
promising train, for the formation of two Societies. One at Vincennes, tor the 
country ou the Wabash, and another at Charlestown, for the country on the Ohio, 
in that Territory. 7 

Ty the Lihneis Territory, the same subject was presented with nearly equal 
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success. Gov. Edwards, and a number of other gentlemen of high rank in the 
government of the Territory, gave us their approbation and support. The Bap- 
tist and Methodist preachers (there are no Presbyterian ministers,) when they 
were made acquainted with the nature and object of the Bible Societies, were 
ready to exert themselves, in almost every instance, to promote the formation 
of one among them. The result was, that in the western part of the Territory, 
a meeting was held to consult on the subject, anda second meeting appointed, 
when we have reason to hope, a Society willbe formed, with very considerable 
funds.—In the eastern part of the Territory, exertions were also making for the 
formation of another Society. 

In the Missouri Territory we could spend but alittle time. But after pre- 
senting the subject to the people, ina few days subscriptions, preparatory to 
the formation of a Society, were raised to the amount of $272. This sum was 
obtained in the town of St. Louis,’ Gov. Clark’s name stands at the head of the 
paper, with adonation of $30. A committee was appointed to prepare a con. 
stitution and notify a meeting for its adoption. In the mean time the subscrip- 
tion paper is to be circulated throughout the Territory.—In the three Terriio- 
ries subscriptions to the amount of $500 were secured before we left them ~ 
There seems to have been on the minds of the people an extraordinary, power- 
ful,—and may I not say divine, influence, inclining them to favour the measure. 
Men of all (and of.no) religious denominations —Baptists, Methodists, Presby- 
terians, Quakers, Roman Catholics, Infidels and nothingists—all subscribed. 
This is the Lord’s doing—May his name he glorified by the result- We have 
also distributed in this western country 12 or 13 thousand religious Tracts, pubs 
lished by the New-England Tract Society.” 


—3+o~ 


Extract from a letter from a member ofthe Theological Seminary, Printeton, to a 
gentleman in this town, dated FEBRUARY 17, 1815. 


* This session, our professors, who are most distinguishing and impressive 
preachers, seem to have chosen subjects peculiarly applicable to existing cir- 
cumstances, and extremely well calculated to awaken the students to deep soli- 
citude respecting their religious interests. Still, no other effect was visible, 
than an uncommon eagerness to acquire religious knowledge, in a particular 
collegiate exercise. They appeared to sit perfectly unconcerned under the 
most solemn, pungent and alarming sermons; and the friends of Zion almost 
despaired of ever seeing this slumber of spiritual death broken. But God sees 
not as Man sees. 

A party of five students I believe, in contempt ofthe authority of College, 
spent the evening before the general Fast, in January, at a tavern, in gaming, 
swearing and drinking. Indeed, they continued their revelry until morning; 
and, as they were returning, they were alldetected. From the act of discipline, 
which followed this transgression, began the wonderful revival of religion, which 
at present seems to prevail gloriously. They were all dismissed. While the 
sentence was reading, one of them was seized with unutterable anguish of 
spirit, and has sinee become hopefully pious It appears that several others had 
iniended being of this profligate party ; but, by some unforseen occurrences, 
were prevented. These were now powerfully affected by what they thought, 
a kind interposition of Providence, in averting from them such a load of Cis. 
grace. In short, several circumstances, that week, conspired to awaken their 
aitention, and to fasten conviciien on their minds. These, by the biessing of 
Cod, had, before the close of the weck, roused as many as twenty to serious in- 
quiry. The work has ever since been extending itself; and, to appear- 
ance, is still unabated. Between thirty and forty, but nearer thirty, 
have already become the hopeful subjects of a salutary change. About 
thirty are deeply impressed. The rest of the members of College. except 
Six or seven, appes' sertovs,; and the blessed Author of this heppy work, alone 
knows how many more arc to be called into bis kingdom. It the preys are un- 




























































AO meee ~ 










reer eentteeeiemeenienae 


on Pociry Fee. 
wearied and importunate at tlie throne of grace, we liave ao reason to fear, that 
the blessing will be stayed. 

As you no doubt can readily imagine, the visible effects are great and wonrd- 
erful in owreyes. Those private jealousies, society animosities, conflicting 
claims &c. which were numerous in this College, havé all disappeared. Such 
abundant barmony and love I never before witnessed. Every evening all assem- 
ble around their family altar and jointiy supplicate their Heavenly F.ther’s bles- 
sing. It ought to be added, that there has been no bustle, no eXtravagaice, no 
enthusiasm. The Lord has not appeared in the earthquake, in the whirlwind, or 


in the fire, but in the s¢z// small voice 


None of theexercises of College have 


been suspended, and a casual observer would hardly have discovered any thing 


extraordinary. 


A strange peculiarity, and one deserving of notice, is, that stu- 


pid, ignorant and infidel in religious matters, as the mnass of the members of Col- 
lege appeared, with only six or eight professors of the truth, there has been 
comparatively no open opposition. From the first, wonder and amazement seiz- 
ed almost all, and scarcely was there an opposing scntiment expressed.” 











Poetry. 


VERSES 


By James Montgomery, on the death of the Rev. Thomas Spencer of Liverpool, who 
was drowned, while bathing tn the tide, August 5th 1811, having excited a degree 
of interest and raesed those expectations,in the public mind,which at has time of lifes 
have been rarely, fever, eguibledamong the dissenters, and which,considering how 
Sew were his early advantages for mental cultivatien, were of the most extraordt- 


nary character. 
On earth, in ocean, sky and air, 
All that is excellent and fair, 
Seen, felt, or understood, 
From one eternal cause descends 
To one eternal centre tends, 
With God beg.ns, continues, ends, 
The source of ev’ry good. 
Him through all nature I explore, 
Him in his creatures [ adore, 
Around, beneath, above : 
But clearest in the human mind, 
His bright resemblance when I find ; 
Grandeur with purity combin’d, 
I most admive and love. 
Oh ! there was one—on earth awhile, 
He dwelt;—but transient as a smile, 
That turns into a tear, 

His beauteous image pass’d us by, 
He came like lightning from the sky, 
As prompt to disappear. : 

Sweet indiis undissembling mein, 
Were genius, candor, meekness, seen, 
‘The lips that lov’a the truth, 
The single eve, whose glance sublime 
Look’d to eternity through time, 
The soul whose hopes were went to 
climb 
Above the joys of youth. 


Of old—befure the lamp grew dark, 
Reposing near the sacred ark, 

The child of Hannah’s prayer 
Heard thro’ the temple’s silent round, 
A living voice, nor knew the sound, 
That thrice alarm’d him, ere he found, 

The Lord, who chose him, there. 
Thus early called, and strongly moved, 
A prophet from achild approved, 

Spencér his course began ; 

From strength to strength, from grace 
to grace, 

Swiftest and foremost inthe race, 

He carried victory in his fuce, 

He triumphed as he rin. 

The lovliest star of evening’s train 
Sets early in the western main, 

And leaves the world in night: 
The brightest star of morning’s host; 
Scarce risen, in brighter beams is lost : 
—Thus sunk his form on ocean’s coast, 

—Thus sprang his soul to light. 

tevolving his mysterious lot, 
1 mourn him, but I praise him not; 

‘fo God the praise be given, 

Who sent him, like the radiant bow, 
His covenant of peace to show, 
Athwart the passing storm to glow, 
Then yanish into heaven. 





én 





=n 


< ea 
“oF : 


Py et 
Dee 


OE Ly 8 5 
sta 


i % er: 
















